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Sunday, March 17, 2024 

Key Verse: 
“And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 
Mark 13:37  

The Point: 
Trusting in Jesus, we can do God’s work. 

Making Connections: 
God’s Triumph 

Bible Nuts & Bolts: 
What Is the World to Come? 

Spiritual Practice: 
Worship 

Welcome to SPC Kids Corner!

Mark 13:1-8, 24-37 



 

Making Connections 
In our last lesson, we read Jesus’ teaching about 
the widow’s offering and the greatest 
commandment, from Mark 12:28-44. Today’s 
lesson picks up as Jesus and his disciples are 
leaving the temple and begins a brief unit focusing 
on God’s Triumph. 

Story Summary:  
The End of  the Age 
Jesus’ teachings take a different turn here, as he 
tries to open the disciples’ eyes to what lies ahead. 
He uses two illustrations to engage the disciples’ 
imagination: the destruction of the temple and the 
flowering of the fig tree. 

These stories do two things. First, they prepare the 
disciples for what is coming in the immediate 
future. In particular, the violence of the 
overthrowing of the temple can be seen to 
foreshadow Jesus’ death. Secondly, they encourage 
the disciples to look beyond what is immediately 
obvious, to seek God’s action beyond what seems 
to be ordinary. This type of seeing will be 
particularly important when Jesus is no longer 
with them. 

The Point 
Trusting in Jesus, we can do God’s work. 
Churches spend a lot of time remembering stories 
from the past, but we sometimes forget that those 
stories are still playing out all around us right now. 
God is always inviting us into new adventure, into 
greater compassion, into new creative activity. 

There is a special kind of power when we work 
together to hear God’s voice or to follow God’s call. 
Our culture often emphasizes individual effort, but 
the Bible is clear: where two or more are gathered 
something really special happens. 

Bible Nuts & Bolts:  
What Is the World to Come? 
The phrase Olam Ha-Ba (“the world to come”) is 
used in the Hebrew Bible to refer to a future age of 
global peace. Most of the references to the World to 
Come in the Hebrew Bible saw God’s eternal 
kingdom inaugurated here on earth, in what is known 
as the messianic age. The messianic age would be a 
period of peace for all of creation, with people 
beating their swords into plowshares and no more 
wars between nations (Isaiah 2:4). This peace extends 
to all of creation. Wolves will lie down with lambs 
and children will play with snakes without any fear of 
harm (Isaiah 11:6-9). The earth will have no more 
hunger, war, jealousy, or rivalry . 

Spiritual Practice: Worship 
We are called to pray and stay alert to what God is 
doing in our lives. Jesus uses signs to alert the 
disciples to what is coming. By using prayer, worship, 
and other spiritual disciplines, we too can become 
more aware of the signs around us, and of how God 
is using them to speak to us. 



“At that time people will see the Son of Man 
coming in clouds with great power and glory.” 

Mark 13:26 

 



Drawn to the Gospels • 23

see page 55

Third Sunday in Lent
John 2:13–22



 

Create signs of Jesus’ presence. 
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Mark 13:1-8, 24-37  
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The End of the Age 
Jesus’ teachings take a different turn here. He uses two 
illustrations to engage the disciples’ imagination: the 
destruction of the temple and the flowering of the fig 
tree. These stories prepare the disciples for what is 
coming in the immediate future. In particular, the 
destruction of the temple foreshadows Jesus’ death. 
The stories also encourage the disciples to look 
beyond what they can see to seek God’s action beyond 
the ordinary. This type of seeing will be particularly 
important when Jesus is no longer with them.    

Trusting in Jesus, we can do God’s work.  

We are called to pray and stay alert to what God is 
doing in our lives. Jesus uses signs to alert the 
disciples to what is coming. By using prayer and other 
spiritual practices, we can become more aware of how 
God is using signs to speak to us. Pray together in a 
dark room, and use a flashlight or candle to represent 
the light of Jesus that chases away the darkness. 

What Is the World to Come? 
The phrase Olam Ha-Ba (“the world to come”) is 
used in the Hebrew Bible to refer to a future age of 
global peace. Most of the references to the World to 
Come in the Hebrew Bible saw God’s eternal 
kingdom inaugurated here on earth, in what is 
known as the messianic age. The messianic age 
would be a period of peace for all of creation, with 
people beating their swords into plowshares and no 
more wars between nations (Isaiah 2:4). This peace 
extends to all of creation. Wolves will lie down with 
lambs and children will play with snakes without any 
fear of harm (Isaiah 11:6-9). The earth will have no 
more hunger, war, jealousy, or rivalry . 

As Jesus draws nearer to the end of his earthly ministry, his teachings become more direct and strongly worded. 
He warns about both the destruction of the temple and the Day of the Lord (Mark 13:1-8, 24-37)  

We move backwards to Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem as well as moving forward to his crucifixion and 
resurrection (Mark 11:1-11; 15:16-39; 16:1-8).   

Jesus teaches in the temple about loving God and loving neighbor. He then criticizes those who make a show 
of their giving and praises the widow who is willing to give all that she has to God’s kingdom (Mark 12:28-44). 



Sunday—Read Mark 13:24-27  
The Son of Man comes. 
Draw a picture of this descriptive passage.  

Monday—Read Mark 13:28-31  
The lesson of the fig tree. 
Eat fig cookies as you read this lesson or look up pictures of figs online.  

Tuesday—Read Mark 13:32-37  
Keep awake. 
Take turns pretending to fall asleep and waking each other. 

Wednesday—Read 1 Thessalonians 5:1-5  
Times and seasons. 
Talk about your favorite season. 

Thursday—Read 1 Thessalonians 5:6-11  
Do not fall asleep. 
Do a family inventory of the things which keep you distracted: TV, cell phones, video games, etc. Come up with a 
plan to cut down on a few of these distractions to spend time in prayer and observation together. 

Friday—Read Romans 13:11-14 
Salvation is near. 
Take a walk at twilight to gaze into the night sky. What are the signs you see in the heavens that God is present?  

Saturday—Read Mark 14:1-2  
A plot is hatched. 
Make your own God signs. What kind of sign would best describe this plot?  
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Lesson #2-27 
Mark 13:1-8, 24-37  

@ HOME 

Use the questions below or other questions you think of to discuss today’s Scripture reading (listed 
above) with your family.   

 In what way does this text teach about the theme of God’s Triumph? 

 What does this Scripture have to do with our lives today? 

 What part of this Scripture is the most interesting to you? Why?  

As you hear and study these stories each week, consider what God has to say to you and your family. 
What is God’s message to us? How should we respond?  

Family Discussions 

Family Devotions 


