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BACKGROUND l]

Making Connections

The MNarrative Lectionary, just like the Bible itself,
begins with the story of creanon. This is the story
of beginnings. In tace, our name tor this book ot
the Bible comes From the Greek word For
“orgin.” How a story begins is critical to
understanding the story as a whaole.

Story Summary:

Grod’s Good Creation

Tt is in the first verse of Genesis where we meet
the main characrter of the Bible: God, Bur all
ancient peoples had one or more gods, so how do
wi know which pod we are talking about? Genesis
introduces God as the Creator of all things, This is
the God we are ralking abour,

This creation is good, From ancient times o now,
some religious people have thoughe thar the
physical world is somehow bad or second-rate,
The story of creation in Genesis, however, repeats
over and over that what Gaod created was called
good, And it God called the world of energy and
marter goodd, then in is good!

Mot only does the story of creation -u:.mph:as.in: ihat
all of creation is good, but it also emphasizes that
all humans—without exception—are created in
God’s image. The “image of God™ has much
glcp[h in meaning, bur this lesson focuses on the
fact that this makes each student special and
beloved of God, and that we have the
responsibility to treat all other image-bearers of
Croc with love and respect.

ACHERS

The Point

God declares that creation is good, From the
carhiest days, God has blessed and cared for God's
people, God created this beautiful world and all that
it conains o provide for God's people, The
relationship between humankind and creation is
reciprocal. In God's loving wisdom, God provided all
that we need in this complex, mystenions creation,

Bible Muts & Bolts:
Whar Is the Bibler

In addition o exploning the lectionary text of the
week, cach lesson in this curtculum will teach the
smudents something abour the structure of the Bible.
This week, students will discover that the Bible 12 not
truly one book, but instead a library of books £
together into one volume, You can also think of the
Bible as a book series. As in many book serics, there
are the individual stories told in each book, but there
i5 a larger story or |'.n|n|: arc that is told throughour the
entire series. The Bible does not follow one human
character throughour the different books; instead the
main character is God. The Bible is God's story of
lowve and Faichbalness o God®s whole ceeanion,

Spiritual Practice: Worship

Each lesson will also incorporare one of four spirital
practices: worship, praver, service, or tellowship.
Activities will be included to help the students dive
deeper into these spiritual disciplines while also
learning more about the lesson wopic. This week, we
begin with worship.
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Start at the arrow and draw a line through all the letters
that spell the books of the New Testament in order. You may

move in any direction. When you are finished, you will see
a picture of an animal people used for travel in Bible times.
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Te complete the maze, follow the books of the Bible in order from start te finish
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MHEISTORVICIHOME

Living the Word: Teaching Kids God®s Story
Marrative Lectionary, Year 4 (2025-2026)

[IHISJWEEKS

The Bible begins with the story of creanon. This is a story of beginnings, In fact, our name for this book of the
Bible, Crenests, comes from the Greek word for “origin™ (Genesis 1:1-2:4a),

STORYESUMMARYS

God's Good Creation

In the frst verse of Genesis, we meet the main
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: _ - (rod declares that creation is good.
character of the Bible: God. Genesis introduoces Crod as
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story of creation in Genesis repeats over and over that
whar Grod creared was called y;l:uu]. And if God called

the world of energy and matter good, then it is good! BIBLE Eﬂyﬁg@l BALTS

Mot only does the story of creation emphasize thar all

of creation is good, but it also emphasizes that all What Is the Bible?

humans—withour cxception—arc created in God's In addition to exploring the lectionary text of the
image. This lesson reminds us that each of us is special week, each lesson in this curniculum will teach the
and beloved of Gad, and thar we have the students something about the structure of the Bible,
responsibility to treat all other image-bearers of God This week, students discovered thar the Bible 1s not
with love and respect. truly one book, but instead a library of books put

together into one volume, You can also think of the

Bible as a book semes. Az in many book series, there
PRAGHIGCEAWORSHIP are the individual stories told in each book, bur there
i a langer story or plot are that is told throughout the

Each lesson incorporates one of four spiritual ) i i
°P enore series, The Bible does nor fallow one human

praciices: worship, praver, service, or fellowship. This " !
week we begin with worship, As a family, go outside character throughout the ditterent books; instead the
and look around at God’s heaurifal crm&m Take main character is God. The Bible is God's storv of

tums naming what you see, then thank God together

for God's pood creation.

loove and tarthfulness oo God™s whole creation,

NEXTIWEEK(

After a very long time waiting, the son God promised Abraham and Sarah is bormn: Isaac
(Genesis 21:1-3; 22:1-14),
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W@ HOME
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Use the questions below—aor any you have—io discuss this lesson’s Scripture reading with your Family,
T Did vou find anything in this reading that was surprising?
P What docs this Scripture have to do with our lives today?®

T What part of this Scripture is the most interesting to vou? Why?

Faniy Dol

As you hear and study these stories each week, consider what God has to say 0 you and vour family, What is
God™s message o us? How should we respond?

Sunday—Read Genesia 1:1-2:da
God created evervthing, and it was good! Take turns naming things that God created. After cach person shares,
respond together, “And it was GOOD!™

Monday—Read Genesis 2:7-9, 15, 18-25
In this second creation story, the first human is given a parmer o help care for creaton. Whar are things your
family can do to help care for creation?

Tuesday—Read Genesia 3:8-19
Adam and Eve's sins are discovered. Adam places the blame on Eve, and Eve in tumn blames the serpent for their

bad behavior, Talk about times it was tempting v blame someone else for something that you did wrong,

Wednesday—Read Genesis 12:1-9
God promises o bless Abram, Consider the history of your family. How do vou see God's blessing throughour
the generations?

Thursday—Read Genesis 15:1-6

Grod promises that Abram's descendanes will be as numerous as the stars. This seems like an impossible promise,
especially because Abram and Saral were nearing 100 vears old. Go outside and oy to count the stars.

Friday—Read Genesis 17:15-21
God changes Abram and Sarai’s names and promises blessings. The meaning of names can be powerful. If you do
not already know them, go online o find the meaning of the names of vour family members.

Baturday—Read Genesis 18:1-15
The Lord appears to Abraham and Sarah. Sarah is so startled by God's promises thar she laughs at the

improbability, Share a time you were surprised by God's ability to keep a promise,
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