[bookmark: _Hlk199409362][bookmark: _Hlk88076487]Southminster Presbyterian Church
[bookmark: _Hlk127877562][bookmark: _Hlk65015108]17th Sunday after Pentecost
World Communion Sunday
October 5, 2025
9:30 a.m. 


Find the link for the service on one of these sites:
1) on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SouthminsterGlenEllyn/  
2) our YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPgWICngOvkmR1OXgCG_wiA/live
3) our web site: https://www.southminsterpc.org/ 

If the video feed is interrupted during the service, we will continue to record and then post the full video on Facebook and our web site as soon as possible.  

For those who are in the sanctuary, please put your phone in airplane mode.

[bookmark: _Hlk107239420]Today we are having communion. Those at home may want to gather the elements (“bread” and “wine” or whatever you have) before the service begins.


[bookmark: _Hlk64639528][bookmark: _Hlk65015151][bookmark: _Hlk83308393] 	Gathering Music/Photo Story: “Bread of the World”   

	Welcome, Announcements, and Moment for Stewardship     
 	Faith Story
	Congregational Prayer of Dedication for the Peace and Global Witness Offering (unison)
	O God, who is our rock, may our firmly planted feet give us courage to listen for and act upon your call to give food to those who are hungry, help those in need, and execute justice for the oppressed. Give us the strength to trust in your faithfulness, even when the world feels unsteady, and to live as people of hope. We will pursue what makes for peace as we dedicate this offering today. Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk97753666] 	Prelude

[Please remain seated while singing the opening song.]  
	Hymn 853:   We Are Marching in the Light of God  
Verse 1: We are marching…
Verse 2: We are praying…
Verse 3: We are singing…

[bookmark: _Hlk82086111]	Call to Worship  	   	
[bookmark: _Hlk127277641]	Leader:	We are invited to a joyful feast, hosted by Jesus Christ.
	People:	Come home and find the bread of life.
	Leader:	Come and find a fountain of grace.
	People:	All who are lost will find safety here.
	Leader:	All who are lonely will find a friend here.
	People:	All who are broken will find healing here.
	Leader:	All who have been wandering will find a home at the Lord’s Table.
[bookmark: _Hlk71232737]	All:	Let us worship God! You are invited to the table!

[bookmark: _Hlk204786762] 	Hymn 515:   I Come with Joy   (all)  

	Prayer of Confession:  (unison)
[bookmark: _Hlk199411920]God of Grace, we grieve that the church which shares one Spirit, one faith, one hope, and one calling has become a broken communion in a broken world. The one body spans all time, place, race, and language, but in our fear, we have fled from and fought one another, and in our pride we have mistaken our part for the whole. Forgive our sins as we commit ourselves to seeking and showing the unity of the body of Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.
	
       	(Time of silence for personal prayer and confession)    	

  	Declaration of God’s Grace/The Good News of Jesus Christ   	    (Isaiah 43:1, 19)
	Leader:	Do not fear, says the Lord,
	People:	For I have redeemed you.
	Leader:	I have called you by name; you are mine.
	People:	God is doing a new thing; now it springs forth!
	All:	By the grace of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God.

	Response 582:  	Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me  
Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,
And to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,
And to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.
World without end, without end. Amen.
World without end, without end. Amen.
World without end, without end. Amen.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.

Text Adapt. and Music ©2008 Paul M. Vasile
Reprinted/Streamed with permission under OneLicense.net #A-739517. All rights reserved.

	The Passing of the Peace                                
                                             
	Word with Children 		Blair Baldwin
	 	               Children worshiping in the sanctuary, please come forward.

As the children leave:    
[bookmark: _Hlk183516381][bookmark: _Hlk204855159]	Rain Down  (sing 2 times)     	                                                                 Hymnal 48
Rain down, rain down;
Rain down your love on your people.
Rain down, rain down;
Rain down your love, God of life.

Text: Based on Psalm 33. Text and music © 1991, Jaime Cortez. Published by OCP.
Reprinted/Streamed with permission under OneLicense.net # A-739517. All rights reserved.

	Prayer for Illumination     

[bookmark: _Hlk130293746][bookmark: _Hlk192084987]  	Scripture Lessons:   	1 Corinthians 10:16-17	 	Pew Bible, p. 172 (N.T.)
[bookmark: _Hlk204168874][bookmark: _Hlk210133298]         	John 6:47-51	 	Pew Bible, p. 97 (N.T.)
   		Exodus 16:1-3 		Pew Bible, p. 62 (O.T.)

  	Sermon:  	“If only…”   
[bookmark: _Hlk108088816][bookmark: _Hlk103082079]
	Saying What We Believe/Affirmation of Faith  (unison)        
 			The Apostles’ Creed [Ecumenical]
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

	Hymn 520:  Taste and See  (all)

Offering of Ourselves and Our Gifts
[The offering plate is at the back of the sanctuary. Please leave your gift or pledge
in the plate on your way into or out of worship.]

[bookmark: _Hlk162434276]	Offertory Anthem:  We Give You Thanks    	David Haas

	*Doxology 		Hymnal #606
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Public domain
	
	Prayer of Dedication  

	Service of the Lord’s Supper              
	Invitation 
	[You do not need to wait to consume the elements – please do so as the Spirit 
 	leads (right away, as you pause after receiving, or back in your seats).
 	We extend an invitation to the Lord’s Supper to all who have been baptized. You do 
 	not need to be a member of this congregation or a Presbyterian to share in this meal. 
	We remember that access to the Table is not a right conferred upon the worthy, but a 
 	privilege given to believers who come in faith, repentance, and love.]

 	Great Prayer of Thanksgiving  
	Leader:	The Lord be with you.
	People:	And also with you.
	Leader:	Lift up your hearts.
	People:	We lift them to the Lord.
	Leader:	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
 	People:	It is right to give our thanks and praise.

	    The minister gives thanks…

	The congregation responds by singing together:      

[bookmark: _Hlk89264673][image: A sheet music with text on it

Description automatically generated]
[image: A sheet music with text on it

Description automatically generated]

	The minister continues the Thanksgiving… 
              “Together we proclaim the great mystery of faith:”
[bookmark: _Hlk68123134]	According to Christ’s commandment
 	We remember his death,
 	We proclaim his resurrection,
 	We await his coming in glory.

The minister continues with Intercessions for the Church and the World
and Prayers of the People…
	Leader:	Lord, in your mercy,
	People:	hear our prayers.
	Our Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever. Amen.


	Words of Institution
 	Communion
	Communion Music:               Rescue	 Lauren Daigle
                                                     Grace Hammer, piano 

[bookmark: _Hlk134183608]We all will receive communion by coming to the Lord’s Table. Our usher will invite you to come forward by pew, beginning from the back. If you are unable to come forward, a server will come to you after everyone else has received. Choir members will remain seated and receive after the congregation.  
Please consume the elements when you are comfortable doing so. You do not need to wait – please do so as the Spirit leads (right away, as you pause after receiving, or back in your seats).
With Christian love we serve gluten-free communion bread and alcohol-free grape juice. 
Also with Christian love the elements were prepared with strict attention to health concerns.
You are invited to partake of the prepackaged communion juice and wafer if you choose; we now offer prepackaged cups that include gluten-free wafers.

	Prayer after Communion
[bookmark: _Hlk199412778]	Hymn 526:   Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ   (all) 

 	Charge and Benediction    
   	Leader:	Now go and serve the Lord,
  	People: 	For we are blessed to be a blessing! Alleluia!

  Postlude


[bookmark: _Hlk199410498][bookmark: _Hlk98488795]Participants and Technical Crew
Rev. Wendy Boden 
Pastor Bertino Nguanga
Liturgist: Sarah Allen
Greeter/Fellowship: Kathy Sanders
Elder at the Door: Andrea Schmidt
Musicians: Tom Anderson, Grace Hammer, the Southminster Choir
Worship Associate: David Kozich
Tech support: Chris Kozich, Blair Nelson 

[bookmark: _Hlk204851438]The flowers today are from John Rasnic in memory of what would have been his and Alicia’s 55th anniversary. 


Care Notes: “In everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.” -Philippians 4:6 
Even though we aren’t all together for worship, we are still collecting prayer requests! Please email or leave a message on our answering machine at 630-469-9149 if you won’t be present to fill out a prayer request slip.

Friends,   
Please make a point of sending an email, text, phone call, or filling out a blue prayer request and letting the people of Southminster know who you would like us to keep in prayer. All prayer requests are welcome. We want to be able to know who to talk to in order to follow up on all the people we pray for each week.

New requests and updates are italicized in our prayer list.
[bookmark: _Hlk195869271][bookmark: _Hlk200014811]
Joys and Concerns    
The flowers today are from John Rasnic in memory of what would have been his and Alicia’s 55th anniversary.
We give thanks to God for joys: (Romans 12:15) “Rejoice with those who rejoice...”    
  - A joy from the Congolese church that worships here: Pastor Bertino Nguanga and his wife, Isabel Matuvenga, welcomed their first child – a son – named Eliam.
  - Best wishes to Maxine Holmes (Blair Nelson’s aunt) on her 90th birthday!
  - And best wishes also to Clementine on her 9th birthday!
  - We share the joy of Linda Hume and Michael Weimer following their marriage.
  - Janet Birchall is now ten years cancer free!
  - Answered prayers for grandparents
  - We give thanks that Marta Sundquist had a good scan.
We pray for the whole world and our nation: (1 Timothy 2:1-2) “I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession, and thanksgiving be made for all people…”
  - We hold before our nation and her HBCUs (historically Black colleges and universities) as anonymous threats have increased. We particularly hold the students — now early in the school year — away from home — and stand with them, Lord. We also remember the administration and faculty as they lead during this difficult time. Rid our nation of the plague of hate and racism.
  - Lord, sweep across our nation and heal us. Restore our strength, renew our minds, and banish everything that is not of you.
  - We lift up all victims of guns, both the famous and the lesser known. Comfort their families and friends. May we cut hate from our hearts and speak with empathy and compassion.
  - We lift all people and children who have had to carry the weight of witnessing gun deaths in their minds and hearts.
  - Prayers for peace and serenity to all families in their varied configurations – siblings, brothers, and sisters. 
  - We pray that all branches of government lead with justice, compassion, and wisdom.
  - We lift up a world at war – bring peace. We lift up Nepal.
  - We pray for people in prison and detention camps, that they may know you have not forgotten them. 
Blessed are those who mourn: (Romans 12:15) “...weep with those who weep.”  
  - Barb Doppelt requests prayers for the family of her dear friend from childhood, Sue McColl, who died early Tuesday morning after a brief but very intense battle with leukemia.
  - We hold Steve and Heidi Shierry in prayer after the death of Steve’s mother, Helen, on September 26. Visitation will be Thursday, November 6, 5:00-7:00 p.m. at Morgan Memorial Funeral Home, 1304 Regency Drive West, Savoy, IL; service on Friday, November 7, 11:00 a.m. at Faith United Methodist Church, 1719 S. Prospect, Champaign, IL.
  - We lift up Carol McHaley and family on the death of her husband, Joe, on September 17. A celebration of Joe’s life will be held Saturday, October 25, 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at Cantigny Golf Course, 27W270 Mack Rd., Wheaton.
We continue to lift up the families and friends of: 
  - Richard Cresswell, Donna Marton’s brother. A service will be held October 18 in Madison, Wisconsin.
  - Sue Booker, Heather Kralicek’s friend
  - Blanche “Buzz” Hays, Heather Kralicek’s mother
  - William Briney, Walter’s brother
  - Brooke Nicole McMorris, the Brineys’ granddaughter
  - Alicia Rasnic 
  - Bobette Barfod, our pastor’s mother 
  - Joan Koska 
  - Linda Wolf Jeziorski 
  - Those we name in our hearts and hold dear. 
We lift up those affected by cancer, along with their support systems: 
  - Heidi Shierry asks prayers as she navigates new diagnoses: Interstitial Lung Disease and Chronic Lymphocytic Leukemia. She started chemotherapy treatment on Friday, October 3.
  - Bob, who has been diagnosed with cancer
  - Angela Smith asks for prayers for God’s love and comfort for her friend Shelayne, that her pain be controlled 
  - Karen L., waiting results from a biopsy for lung cancer
Please help us pray for your family and friends by updating the church office with information about your loved ones. We support them and you in this journey. 
We continue to pray for Alyssa, Kerri, Margaret F. (doing better), Ginny O., Tim O., Cis R., Marta S., Meagan S., Kurt Parent, who is now in palliative care, former President Joe Biden, and those we name in our hearts. 
We pray for all who are recovering from or dealing with mental, physical, or other health challenges: 
  - Rev. Del Meester will be having bypass surgery
  - Jack Thorne is in CDH for 4 weeks and would welcome visitors.
  - Those looking for work
  - Prayers for Maykel Solomon’s mother, who is in poor health
  - Baby “Sonny,” child of Meghan and Quinn (friends of Rebecca Storey), who was born at 26 weeks, is doing well. 
  - Rita Zapel asks for prayers for her friends Denise and John whose home burned to the ground. Healing prayers for John, who is still in the burn unit at Loyola, and support for Denise, who has to deal with the aftermath of the fire.
  - Sandy Phee asks prayers for her sister, Linda, as she adjusts to her lack of eyesight.
  - Please also continue prayers for Deb Bohi’s brother, Tom; doctors are not in agreement about his treatment.  
  - We lift up people struggling with anxiety and depression.
  - Jim Smith, at Brookdale, Betty Eichin in assisted living, and all those in care centers. 
Prayers for our worshiping community and the Jeremiah Task Force as we discern God’s call to SPC for the 21st century. God, bring a harvest and lovers of the harvest. We welcome all, but we long for more children, teens, and families to be blessed by us and to join is in blessing the community. Help us share our stories with one another.


[bookmark: _Hlk204253532][bookmark: m_4117949689089959855__Hlk203744432][bookmark: _Hlk205462022][bookmark: _Hlk210223539]This week at Southminster:  
Sunday, October 5 – World Communion Sunday
Order Jubilee Bucks gift cards by emailing bobbifrey@aol.com by 9:00 p.m.
  Worship at 9:30 a.m. in person and also live on Facebook; communion, dedication 
     of the Peace and Global Witness Offering   
  Fellowship will follow the service 
  Staff Meeting, 11:00, Pastor’s office 
  Adult Ed. Bible Study, 11:15 a.m., McHenry Parlor/Library
  Congolese Church, 1:00-3:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall
  Stewardship Potluck, 5:00-7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall
Monday, October 6 – Pastor’s Sabbath
Tuesday-Thursday Heart to Heart with Pastor Wendy Boden on Facebook 
     live at about 4:20 p.m.; on Friday H2H at about 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday, October 7
  Staff calendar meeting, 12:30 p.m., McHenry Parlor/Library
  Mission Ministry, 7:00 p.m., McHenry Parlor/Library
  A.A., 7:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Wednesday, October 8
  eNotes go out
  Property Ministry, 7:00 p.n., Parlor/Library
Thursday, Oct. 9
  Choir rehearsal, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary
  Young Adult Video Club, 8:30 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 10
  A.A., 6:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Saturday, Oct. 11
  Fall Clean-Up Day, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
  Congolese Church music practice, 1:00-4:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall
Next Sunday, October 12 
  Worship at 9:30 a.m. in person and also live on Facebook
  Fellowship will follow the service 
  Staff Meeting, 11:00 a.m., Pastor’s office 
  Adult Ed. Bible Study, 11:15 a.m., McHenry Parlor/Library
  Congolese Church, 1:00-3:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall


If you are online, we’re glad to have you! Using the comments section on Facebook, you can say hello, ask for words of peace, or request prayers.

If you are present for worship, please wear a name tag; they are on the Mission shelf in the Narthex and on the shelf across from the church offices. Following the service, you are invited by the deacons to gather for a time of fellowship in the narthex.

[bookmark: _Hlk168997554]Our “Comfort Zone” – It is always contagion season, so we continue to have a “comfort zone” toward the back of the sanctuary. You may wear a mask, of course, if you so choose.

Sunday Morning Adult Ed. Bible Study: Enjoy some fellowship time and coffee and then join us at 11:15 a.m. in McHenry Parlor/Library.

You are invited to join us on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/SouthminsterGlenEllyn/), where we have a live sharing of “Heart to Heart” with Pastor Wendy Boden at  - note this change of time: about 4:20 p.m. most weeks Tuesday through Thursday, about 4:30 p.m. on Fridays. 

We continue to be live on Sunday morning for worship at 9:30 a.m. (slideshow beginning at 9:15) on YouTube at
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPgWICngOvkmR1OXgCG_wiA/live
or on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/SouthminsterGlenEllyn/
If you are watching from home on Facebook, please check in and say hello so we can see that you have joined us. This is one way to make worship less “remote” and strengthen community at Southminster.
The live video will appear about 15 minutes before the scheduled start time. 
If for any reason the feed falters, rest assured that a recording will be posted to Facebook and You Tube as soon as possible.

[bookmark: _Hlk121484615]You can also find links to recordings of the weekday sessions, special services, and Sunday worship posted on our web site: https://www.southminsterpc.org/ or by going to our YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPgWICngOvkmR1OXgCG_wiA/videos


[bookmark: m_-2852601194967189304__Hlk132360388][bookmark: _Hlk153880095]Photo Stories/PowerPoints help us feel connected!
Photo Stories/PowerPoints help us prepare for worship, connect with one another, and make sure that our at-home people get both sound and sight. Here is an opportunity for you to share your photos:
   November 2: “Remembering Beloved Saints” - If you have a family member or 
      friend who died since last All Saints Day (they don't need to be a member of the 
      Southminster faith community), please send a picture and their name by Oct. 25 
      to our PhotoStory address (below). (If you want to have their name listed and 
      remembered in prayer on November 2, please also send their name and date of 
      death to the office by admin@southminsterpc.org by October 25.

Send photos to our dedicated email address, used just for photos: 
PhotoStory@Southminsterpc.org. (If you only have hard copies of your photos, please leave 
them in the photo box on Pastor Wendy’s desk, labeled with your name so we can be sure to return it to you. 


You’re invited this evening!
From the Stewardship Ministry
You and your family are all invited to the Stewardship Ministry’s Potluck Dinner today from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Come share some great food and great company. There will be plenty of both! Hot dogs will be provided, and you can bring a dish to share if you like. All are welcome!


Notes from Blair Nelson:   
Adult Education: Join us at 11:15 in the Parlor/Library as we continue our study of Paul’s epistle to the Philippian church. This is an epistle of joy and affection – a great way to get a lift in life.  

Men of Southminster: Put Saturday, Oct. 25, at 9:00 a.m. on your calendar for our next get-together and project planning. Please think and pray about this project to help our neighbors know that we are here. Consider this a calling to be discerned rather than a problem to be solved.

Youth:  The Stewardship Potluck today at 5:00 p.m. is for everyone, so drag your whole family there for good food, good friends, and some fun and games. Be sure to have our family hike on Oct. 19th (weather permitting, 2:00-4:00 p.m. at a forest preserve to be decided) plus Trunk or Treat (Sunday, Oct. 26th, 4:00 p.m.) on your calendar. Also, Sleep Out Saturday is coming Nov. 1-2. Let Blair N know if you plan to do SOS, and he will register you. He will need an email address to give to Bridge Communities so they can send you access information for your own, personal, donation website. All you need to do to get sponsors is to give folks that website address. Easy peasy! 

 
From the Property Ministry:
Our Autumn Clean-Up Day is slated for next Saturday, October 11, from 9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. We’ll have a formidable list of outside and inside projects waiting for volunteers. Any amount of time you can help will be appreciated, even if it is just an hour or two. The Property Ministry will provide snacks and drinks (coffee and water). Rain date is the following Saturday, October 18.


From the Worship Ministry
All Saints Sunday: Remembering those we have lost this past year
 
Part of being a church family is stepping up and sharing love in moments of loss and grief. One of those moments can be the final time we say goodbye, a memorial service or a funeral. 
 
We also use All Saints Sunday ‒ November 2 this year‒ as a way to acknowledge our grief by giving it to God as we renew our hope in God through Jesus Christ. Death does not have the last word! On this Sunday we draw close to God and to one another. We remember the hope that we are called to as Christ’s people. We will conclude our worship that day by gathering in our Memorial Garden and blessing the new memorial bricks that have been placed there during the past year.
 
[bookmark: _Hlk209694475]If you would you like to add the name of a loved one (they don't need to be a member of the Southminster faith community), please send a picture and their name to PhotoStory@Southminsterpc.org by October 25. If you would like their name to be printed in the Bearing Fruit and mentioned in prayers, please send their name and date to 
admin@Southminsterpc.org by October 25, as well. 


Trunk or Treat is coming, too!
From Children and Family Discipleship
Mark your calendars – On Sunday, October 26, we will be hosting our annual Trunk or Treat from 4:00-6:00 p.m. in the church parking lot. (If the weather is inclement, we will be in Fellowship Hall.) Please sign up to host a car – you can host a game or hand out treats. There is a sign up in the narthex. Please bring your children, grandchildren, neighbors, friends. This is open to everybody. Join in the fun!


From the Mission Ministry   
Pastor Wendy will be traveling to Cuba in November with a mission team of four SPC members to visit our sister church in Guanabacoa (an urban community in the Havana province of Cuba). They will be delivering a number of items for our sister church, as well as for the Christian preschool operated by that church. The enrollment in the preschool is now 60 students – up from 40 last year! Your donations would be a blessing, as so many supplies and over-the-counter medications are either very expensive or unavailable in Cuba.

A list of items requested is published in the October Dialog and posted on a bulletin board in the Narthex. Look for the half-sheet lists on bright blue paper that you can take with you when you go shopping. Please save the donations to bring to church between October 26 and November 9.


Presbyterian Readers will meet Wednesday, October 15, at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. October's book is The Borrowed Life of Frederick Fife by Anna Johnston. “Bittersweet and remarkably perceptive, The Borrowed Life of Frederick Fife is a hilarious, feel-good, clever novel about grief, forgiveness, redemption, and finding family.” 
 
Join our Cloud HD Video Meeting through this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86861724721?pwd=TE0yYXZGZUtUNkdvYWh4UEhaTFc0dz09   Meeting ID: 868 6172 4721    Passcode: 600865
For more information about the Readers, contact Rita Zapel at rboserup@sbcglobal.net.


Presbyterian Women are focusing on Nature for their 2025-2026 program year. All women are invited to join us. Our meetings are typically held on the 3rd Friday of each month at 9:30 a.m. in the McHenry Parlor. Our October 17 meeting will feature our own Kathy Davidson, who will share stories and pictures of her adventures while visiting the Grand Canyon. 


A community invitation to all!
The Glen Ellyn Interfaith Prayer Breakfast
Save the date – Wednesday, October 29, at 7:00 a.m. – for the annual Glen Ellyn Interfaith Prayer Breakfast at the Abbington. Our speaker will be Dr Alexander Massad who teaches world religions at Wheaton College. He is a well-respected leader in the field of Comparative Theology. The courses he teaches at Wheaton include: The Jewish Tradition, The Muslim Tradition and Major World Religions. You read more about him at:
https://www.wheaton.edu/academics/faculty/alexander-massad/#faculty-225710

Again this year, Pastor Wendy Boden is reserving two tables for the friends and members of Southminster. You are invited to be her guest, or you may donate $30.00. If you are interested in joining the Southminster group at the event, please send an email to our administrator, Barb, at admin@southminsterpc.org or call 630-469-9149.  
 

Jubilee Bucks- order today! 
Today is your only chance to order Jubilee Bucks gift cards this month! Contact Bobbi Frey at church, by phone/text at 630-643-3858, or by email at bobbifrey@aol.com by 9:00 tonight. Gift cards can be gifts, of course, but they can also be used for purchases you make for yourself, as for groceries, gas, eating out, online purchases, and much more.
[bookmark: m_4117949689089959855__Hlk153809572]Next order date: November 2


It's not just about food!
Donations for PRC (People’s Resource Center):  
PRC is very appreciative of our weekly food donations. They do accept more than food. They have a fabulous clothing closet! They will take seasonal donations of clothes, shoes, and accessories. Right now, they are accepting clothing suitable for fall. You can bring items to their building at 201 S. Naperville Rd. in Wheaton or talk to Bobbi Frey about bringing them. Also, if you replace your computer, they would love to have your old one donated!


Caring for you!    
Our Congregational Care Committee is ready to assist in time of need. If you need assistance from the Congregational Care Ministry or Helping Hands now through October 14, call Deacon Elise Henkels (630-740-0473). (We will know after the deacons meet on October 14 who is coordinating the next month of care.) You may call Pastor Wendy Boden on her cell or home phone (if she has shared the numbers with you) or leave a message for her at the church office: 630-469-9149. You may email Wendy at wendy@southminsterpc.org. (Please note that she can only read email when she is in the office.) You may also call your deacon if you need help from the church.

Regular Office Schedule: The church office is closed on Mondays and Wednesdays.
Barb’s regular schedule is to be in the office Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays from approximately 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. while her son attends his day program on those days. Mondays and Wednesdays she works from home.

Grace and peace to you! Remember that we love God, neighbor, and one another. Our address is 680 South Park Blvd., Glen Ellyn, IL 60137 if you would like to set up an online account with your bank or mail in your pledge. Online giving through Vanco is also an option –for details contact Ron Birchall.


Bearing Fruit – October 5, 2025
World Communion Sunday and the Peace and Global Witness Offering

Everyone is invited to the table of the Lord by Jesus Christ.

One of the meaningful images of our Lord’s Table is that many will come from the east and the west to sit at the table with the Lord. Today our Lord’s Table features bread from around the world, reminding us that God’s people are all united in Christ.

The first Sunday in October is designated as World Communion Sunday, celebrating our unity in Christ with brothers and sisters worldwide. Paul reminds us to “discern the body” when we take Holy Communion, recognizing our relationship with all in Christ during the service. (1 Cor. 11:21). Thus, World Communion Sunday also features the annual Peace and Global Witness Offering, continuing the Christian tradition of sharing with others. This day is a gift from the Presbyterian Church to the broader ecumenical community. The first observance took place at Shadyside Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh, PA, in 1933, with Dr. Hugh Thompson Kerr serving as pastor.

Dr. Kerr first conceived the idea of World Communion Sunday during his year as moderator of the General Assembly (1930). His younger son, the Rev. Dr. Donald Craig Kerr, who was sixteen in 1933, recalls that it was an effort to unite churches in a service of Christian unity — where everyone could gain both inspiration and information, and most importantly, to emphasize how vital the Church of Jesus Christ is, and how each congregation is interconnected. 

The idea spread very gradually at first. People didn’t think much about it. It was during the Second World War that the spirit truly took hold, as we were trying to keep the world united. World Wide Communion represented that effort to stay connected in a spiritual sense. It highlighted that we are one in the Spirit and the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

The celebration of World Wide Communion Sunday was established as a denominational tradition in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.) in 1936. Churches from other denominations were invited to celebrate with us from the start, but it wasn’t until 1940 when the Department of Evangelism of the Federal Council of Churches (a predecessor of the National Council of Churches) encouraged expanding the celebration to various churches worldwide that the practice gained widespread popularity. Today, World Communion Sunday is observed globally, illustrating that the church founded on Jesus Christ peacefully shares God's blessings in a world increasingly disturbed by globalization and global market economies driven by greed. (Office of Theology and Worship, PCUSA)

We are blessed by God to have a Congolese church, Centre de Reveil Spirituel La Chaudière, nesting in our Fellowship Hall. We welcome Pastor Bertino Nguanga celebrating communion with us today in honor of World Communion Sunday.

In all of this we bear the fruit of God’s love.
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Music: A Community Mass, Richard Proulx, © 1971, 1977, GIA Publications, Inc
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-711054




