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Sunday, October 12, 2025 

Key Verse:  
“Speak, for your servant is listening.”  
1 Samuel 3:10  

The Point: 
God blesses and equips us to do great things. 

Making Connections:    
Called by God 

Bible Nuts & Bolts:    
Ancient History 

Spiritual Practice:    
Service 

1 Samuel 3:1-21 
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Making Connections 
Today we begin a number of “call” stories—
stories of how God invites individuals to become 
leaders—hearing first about Israel’s great prophet, 
Samuel. In the weeks to come, we will hear the 
stories of David, Solomon, and Elijah. 

Story Summary:  
God Calls Samuel  
Samuel, the son of Hannah, lived in the tabernacle 
(worship space) from a very early age and is called 
by God when he is only a boy. Even though 
Samuel does not recognize God’s voice at first, we 
can understand that Samuel has been nurtured in 
God’s grace his whole life. The image of the lamp 
of God shining on a sleeping Samuel reminds us 
that God’s love has shined on Samuel from before 
he was even aware of it, giving him reassurance 
and strength. 

When God calls Samuel, Samuel seeks direction 
and counsel from the older, wiser Eli to 
understand what is happening. With Eli’s help, 
Samuel learns to recognize God’s voice. When Eli 
asks what God told Samuel, Samuel tells him the 
truth, even though it is a judgment against Eli. It is 
often the prophet’s job to speak the truth that 
others might not want to hear, and Samuel is 
willing to do that. 

The story of Samuel helps us to understand that 
there is no age limit on God’s call. God sends all 
of us into the world to share God’s story and to 
work in God’s name. The community of God is 
built when we work together, young and old, to 
bear witness to God’s story. 

The Point 
God blesses and equips us to do great things. 
The story of the call of Samuel is remarkable because 
Samuel is only a child, so young that he is not even 
sure whose voice he hears. It is Eli who sets him on 
the right path so that he can truly understand God’s 
plan for his life. This is an important story for all of 
us, but particularly for those young in faith. God calls 
and equips all of us, sometimes through the wisdom 
of our elders, and sometimes through the wisdom of 
those younger than us. 

Bible Nuts & Bolts:  
Ancient History 
We all have stories of personal and family history that 
have shaped who we are today. In the same way, the 
stories in the Bible have shaped countless people of 
faith and help us understand who God is and how we 
fit into God’s story. Within the “History Books” of 
the Old Testament (Joshua through Esther), the 
writers told the story of Israel and God. At that time, 
the concern was less about precise facts and more 
about how the Israelites can understand themselves 
and the ups and downs of God’s relationship with 
them. 

Spiritual Practice: Service 
When God calls, we respond. Often, this response 
may take the form of service to our siblings in Christ. 
We serve others because of God’s call, which sends 
us out from the doors of the church into the world 
around us. 
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God Calls Samuel. 
God calls Samuel, the son of Hannah, when he is only 
a boy. Samuel does not recognize God’s voice at first, 
and seeks counsel from his elder, Eli. When Eli asks 
what God told Samuel, Samuel tells him the truth, even 
though it is a judgment against Eli. The story of Samuel 
helps us to understand that there is no age limit on 
God’s call. God sends all of us into the world to share 
God’s story and to work in God’s name.  

God blesses and equips us to do great things.  

God calls us to do other things as well. We serve 
others because of God’s call, which sends us out 
from the doors of the church into the world around 
us. This week we talk about Samuel relying on the 
wisdom of his elder, Eli. As a family, seek a way to 
serve the elders in your community. 

Ancient History 
We all have stories of personal and family history that 
have shaped who we are today. In the same way, the 
stories in the Bible have shaped countless people of 
faith and help us understand who God is and how we 
fit into God’s story. Within the “History Books” of 
the Old Testament (Joshua through Esther), the 
writers told the story of Israel and God. At that time, 
the concern was less about facts and more about how 
the Israelites can understand themselves and the ups 
and downs of God’s relationship with them. 

After being freed from the Egyptians, the Israelites complained about the lack of food. God provided manna 
and quail for them to eat (Exodus 16:1-18).  

The Israelites demand a king, so God directs Samuel to anoint Saul as king over Israel. Saul fails, and so God 
sends Samuel to anoint a new king, a young man named David (1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 51:10-14). 

In the middle of the night, a boy named Samuel hears a voice calling his name. It is God calling Samuel to be a 
great leader for Israel (1 Samuel 3:1-21). 



Sunday—Read 1 Samuel 3:1-21  
God calls Samuel. Thank God for watching over us when we are awake or when we are asleep. 

Monday—Read 1 Samuel 7:3-17  
Samuel convinces the Israelites to worship God alone. What things might get in the way of our worshipping 
God? Pray together that God will remove those obstacles from our lives.   

Tuesday—Read 1 Samuel 8:1-22  
Israel wants to be like other countries and have a king. Sometimes, it can be difficult to be different. What are 
some good things about being different?  

Wednesday—Read 1 Samuel 10:17-27  
Saul is nervous to be king and hides. Can you think of a time when you were so nervous that you wanted to hide? 
Write a prayer to God to help you in those times. 

Thursday—Read 1 Samuel 12:1-25  
Samuel recalls the story of God’s continued presence with the people of Israel. Tell stories about when you have 
seen God present in your family. 

Friday—Read 1 Samuel 13:1-15  
God needed a king who would follow God’s instructions. What things are you responsible for? Ask God to help 
you do a good job. 

Saturday—Read 1 Samuel 15:1-35  
Saul is rejected as king. Sometimes, plans change, but God still loves us. Pray that God will give you wisdom to 
trust God even when things look bad. 
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Lesson #4-6 
1 Samuel 3:1-21 

@ HOME 

Use the questions below—or any you have—to discuss this lesson’s Scripture reading with your family.   

 Did you find anything in this reading that was surprising? 

 What does this Scripture have to do with our lives today? 

 What part of this Scripture is the most interesting to you? Why?  

As you hear and study these stories each week, consider what God has to say to you and your family. What is 

God’s message to us? How should we respond?  

Family Discussions 

Family Devotions 


