[bookmark: _Hlk88076487]Southminster Presbyterian Church
[bookmark: _Hlk127877562][bookmark: _Hlk65015108]4th Sunday of Advent
December 21, 2025
9:30 a.m. 

Find the link for the service on one of these sites:
1) on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SouthminsterGlenEllyn/  
2) our YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPgWICngOvkmR1OXgCG_wiA/live
3) our web site: https://www.southminsterpc.org/ 

If the video feed is interrupted during the service, we will continue to record and then post the full video on Facebook and our web site as soon as possible.  

[bookmark: _Hlk64639528][bookmark: _Hlk65015151][bookmark: _Hlk83308393] 	Gathering Music/PhotoStory: “Light in the Darkness” 

 	Welcome, Announcements, and Moment for Mission                 

[bookmark: _Hlk97753666] 	Prelude: I Wonder as I Wander                                          Tom Anderson, Paul Jeziorski, Blair Nelson

[Please remain seated as we begin worship.]
[bookmark: _Hlk158820702]
[bookmark: _Hlk152160789]  	Hymn 104:   O Lord, How Shall I Meet You
O Lord how shall I meet you, how welcome you aright?
Your people long to greet you, my hope, my heart's delight!
O kindle, Lord most holy, a lamp within my breast,
To do in spirit lowly all that may please you best.

Love caused your incarnation; love brought you down to me;
Your thirst for my salvation procured my liberty.
O love beyond all telling, that led You to embrace
In love, all love excelling, our lost and fallen race.

You come, O Lord, with gladness, in mercy and good will,
To bring an end to sadness and bid our fears be still.
In patient expectation we live for that great day
When your renewed creation your glory shall display.
[bookmark: _Hlk152233258]
Public domain
 
Lighting the Advent Wreath    	Lighters: John Pezl and family
[bookmark: _Hlk215061537]Lighters: 	Today, we choose to receive love, believing that 
 		the time of God’s reign has come and is coming among us.
 		Prepare the way of the Lord.
[bookmark: _Hlk215061476]	All: 	We light these candles of hope, peace, joy, and love as a sign 
 		of our promise to follow the light of Christ as we prepare 
 		the way of the Lord.
Lighters: 	Let us prepare the way of the Lord!



Advent Wreath Response (Week 4)

[image: ]
[bookmark: _Hlk82086111]Call to Worship  	  
[bookmark: _Hlk127277641]	Leader:	Angelic voices spreading the news.
	People:	Joyous songs on a Sunday morning.
	Leader:	Memories of carols sung and music enjoyed,
[bookmark: _Hlk71232737]	All:	Still echoing in our lives and prompting us to sing.

[bookmark: _Hlk150963740] 	Hymn 83:   Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus   (verses 1, 2) 
Come, though long-expected Jesus,
Born to set thy people free,
From our fears and sins release us;
Let us find our rest in thee.

Israel’s strength and consolation,
Hope of all the earth thou art;
Dear desire of every nation,
Joy of every longing heart.

Public domain

 	Prayer of Confession:  (unison)	
Wondrous God, your love is wider than our sight; your grace is more wonderful than we can sing. You chose to visit us as a child in a manger, and love us as a friend. We admit that there is much in us that is not ready to receive you. Help us to pause in your presence, that we might hear a song that lights our hearts, that we might find you in our common tasks. Come; give us a heart of praise and a song of gladness, in Jesus Christ we pray. Now hear our personal and silent prayers. Amen.
	
[bookmark: _Hlk74215069]       	(Time of silence for personal prayer and confession)    	

[bookmark: _Hlk166678389]    	Declaration of God’s Grace/The Good News of Jesus Christ   	(Romans 13:12-13 edited)
	Leader:	Wake from your sleep, 
	People:	For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers;
	Leader:	The night is far gone; the day is near. 
	All:	Let us walk in the light of Christ, for we are forgiven. 

 	Response 314:  Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness  (verse 1)
                                       (Christ, Be Our Light)
Longing for light, we wait in darkness.
Longing for truth, we turn to you.
Make us your own, your holy people,
Light for the world to see.
Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness.
Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today.

Text and Music © 1993 Bernadette Farrell (Published by OCP)
Reprinted/Streamed with permission under OneLicense.net #A-739517. All rights reserved.

 	The Passing of the Peace                                
                                             
	Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer    
		Leader:	Lord, in your mercy, 
		People:	hear our prayers.   
The Lord’s Prayer:  (unison)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offering of Ourselves and Our Gifts
[The offering plate is at the back of the sanctuary. Please leave your gift or pledge
in the plate on your way into or out of worship.]

	Offertory: O Come, All You Unfaithful    	 Bob Kauflin/Lisa Clow

	Response:   
 		Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness   (Hymn 314, verse 5)        
                                       (Christ, Be Our Light)
Many the gifts, many the people,
Many the hearts that yearn to belong.
Let us be servants to one another,
Making your kingdom come.
Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness.
Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today.

Text and Music © 1993 Bernadette Farrell (Published by OCP)
[bookmark: _Hlk120116908]Reprinted/Streamed with permission under OneLicense.net #A-739517. All rights reserved.

	Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication  

 		The Christmas Program: Lessons and Carols

[bookmark: _Hlk184734161][bookmark: _Hlk153482144]	Carol 88:   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel   (verses 1-4)  
Verse 1
O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

Verse 2
O come, thou Wisdom from on high,
Who orderest all things mightily;
To us the path of knowledge show;
And cause us in her ways to go.
[bookmark: _Hlk153378762]Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

Verse 3
O come, O come, thou Lord of might,
Who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height
In ancient times didst give the law
In cloud and majesty and awe.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

Verse 4
O come, thou Root of Jesse, free
Thine own from Satan’s tyranny;
From depths of hell thy people save
And give them victory o’er the grave.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

Public domain

[bookmark: _Hlk153482007] 	Prayer for Illumination

[bookmark: _Hlk130293746][bookmark: _Hlk216881826]        First Lesson:  Isaiah 11:1-6 (The Peaceful Kingdom)   	Lauren Hammer

	Instrumental:   The Holly and the Ivy   	         	
 	                                              	Grace Hammer, piano; Echo Parks. Oboe; Bobby Pezl, saxophone;
                                                                         Elsie Pezl, dance

[bookmark: _Hlk103082079]	Second Lesson:  Luke 1:26-35, 38 (Angel Gabriel and Mary)  	Sam Falkman

[bookmark: _Hlk153482903]          Carol:   Silent Night (first verse and chorus)		Children, hand chimes

[bookmark: _Hlk153487703]	Third Lesson:  Luke 2:1-7 (The Birth of Jesus)              	Echo Parks

 	Carol 115:   Away in a Manger      
Verse 1 (children only, signing and signing)
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

Verse 3 (All – choir, congregation, children)
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay
Close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
And fit us for heaven to live with thee there.

Public domain

        Fourth Lesson:  Luke 2:8-15 (The Shepherds, Angels, and the Holy Family)
 	 			Grace Sarther

          Carol:   Do You Hear What I Hear?    		Adult and Children’s choirs
[bookmark: _Hlk217033543][Verse 1]
Said the night wind to the little lamb,
"Do you see what I see?
Way up in the sky, little lamb,
Do you see what I see?
A star, a star, dancing in the night
With a tail as big as a kite,
With a tail as big as a kite."

[Verse 2]
Said the little lamb to the shepherd boy:
"Do you hear what I hear?
Ringing through the sky, shepherd boy
Do you hear what I hear?
A song, a song, high above the trees
With a voice as big as the sea
With a voice as big as the sea"

[Verse 3]
Said the shepherd boy to the mighty king:
"Do you know what I know?
In your palace warm, mighty king
Do you know what I know?
A child, a child shivers in the cold
Let us bring Him silver and gold
Let us bring Him silver and gold"

[Verse 4]
Said the king to the people everywhere:
"Listen to what I say
Pray for peace, people everywhere
Listen to what I say
The child, the child, sleeping in the night
He will bring us goodness and light
He will bring us goodness and light"

CCLI Song # 75687
Gloria Adele Shain | Noel Regney
© 1977 Universal Music Works on behalf of Primary Wave Jewel
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 21214429

          Fifth Lesson:  Luke 2:16-20 (The Shepherds)	Grace Hammer

          Carol 136:   Go, Tell It on the Mountain   
[bookmark: _Hlk89799208][bookmark: _Hlk121920156][bookmark: _Hlk216965785]Adult and Children’s Choirs
Chorus
Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and ev'rywhere;
Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born!

Verse 1
While shepherds kept their watching o'er silent flocks by night,
Behold, throughout the heavens there shone a holy light.

Chorus

Choirs and Congregation
Verse 2
The shepherds feared and trembled when lo! above the earth
Rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior’s birth.

Chorus

Verse 3
Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born,
And God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn.

Chorus

Public domain

 	Sixth Lesson:  John 1:1-14 (The Word Became Flesh)    	Blair Nelson

	Carol 134:   Joy to the World  (verses 1, 2, 4)
[bookmark: _Hlk216965881]Verse 1 (choir, children on chimes)
[bookmark: _Hlk153460387]Joy to the world! the Lord is come:
Let earth receive her king;
Let every heart prepare him room,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing.

Verse 2 (choir, congregation, chimes)
[bookmark: _Hlk153460404]Joy to the world! the Savior reigns;
Let all their songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

Verse 4 (choir, congregation, chimes, trumpet)
He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness
And wonders of his love,
And wonders of his love,
And wonders, wonders of his love.

Public domain

 	Charge and Benediction 
   	Leader:	Now go and serve the Lord,
  	People: 	For we are blessed to be a blessing! 



Southminster Benediction Response
[image: A music notes on a white background

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

  Postlude


[bookmark: _Hlk82086255][bookmark: _Hlk80803099][bookmark: _Hlk109339699][bookmark: _Hlk111715932][bookmark: _Hlk108530327][bookmark: _Hlk106363372][bookmark: _Hlk82192008][bookmark: _Hlk130294100][bookmark: _Hlk176377073][bookmark: _Hlk98488795]Participants and Technical Crew
Rev. Wendy Boden
Greeter/Fellowship: Barb Kocinski
Elder at the Door: Deb Bohi
Advent Candle Lighters: John, Elsie, and Bobby Pezl
Musicians: Tom Anderson, the Southminster Choir, David Kozich (trumpet), 
   others as listed
Worship Associate: David Kozich
Tech support: Chris Kozich, Blair Nelson

[bookmark: _Hlk115340644]The flowers today are from Rita Zapel in honor of her birthday tomorrow, December 22



Care Notes: “In everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.” -Philippians 4:6 
Even though we aren’t all together for worship, we are still collecting prayer requests! Please email or leave a message on our answering machine at 630-469-9149 if you won’t be present to fill out a prayer request slip.

Friends,   
Please make a point of sending an email, text, phone call, or filling out a blue prayer request and letting the people of Southminster know who you would like us to keep in prayer. All prayer requests are welcome. We want to be able to know who to talk to in order to follow up on all the people we pray for each week.

New requests and updates are italicized in our prayer list.
[bookmark: _Hlk195869271][bookmark: _Hlk200014811]
Joys and Concerns   
The flowers today are given by Rita Zapel in honor of her birthday tomorrow (December 22).
We give thanks to God for joys: (Romans 12:15) “Rejoice with those who rejoice...”     
  - We thank God that Marta’s most recent cancer scan was clear!
  - Happy birthday to Echo Parks, who turned 13 last week!
We pray for the whole world and our nation: (1 Timothy 2:1-2) “I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession, and thanksgiving be made for all people…”
  - We remember those killed or injured by shootings at Brown University and at the Bondi Beach (Australia) Hanukkah celebration. 
  - We pray for the people of Iraq, where there is a water shortage.
  - We pray for the people of the Philippines following multiple typhoons.
  - We pray for the Christians and those of other faiths in Nigeria and around the world who are persecuted and killed. 
  - We lift all people and children who have had to carry the weight of witnessing gun deaths in their minds and hearts.
  - Prayers for peace and serenity to all families in their varied configurations – siblings, brothers, and sisters. 
  - We pray for all branches of government, that they will be just and wise.
  - We lift up a world at war – bring peace.
  - We pray for people in prison and detention camps, that they may know you have not forgotten them. 
Blessed are those who mourn: (Romans 12:15) “...weep with those who weep.” 
We continue to lift up the families and friends of: 
  - We lift up our dear friend, Jack Harris, who died Monday. Pastor Wendy Boden officiated a service for Jack yesterday at Hursen Funeral home in Hillside. Click here for Jack’s obituary: https://share.google/7QVLTmEzVXp6yvXwc
.  - We remember Tricia’s dear friend, Patty, who died Saturday.
  - Angela Smith requests prayers for Connie and family after the passing of Connie’s mother.
  - We pray for Tricia Smith and family—Tricia’s sister, Betty, passed away in November. 
  - Helen Shierry, Steve Shierry. mother
  - Joe McHaley, Carol McHaley’s husband 
And all those we name in our hearts and hold dear.
We lift up those affected by cancer, along with their support systems: 
  - We lift up Amie Cantarella, who is continuing her recovery at Marianjoy.
Please help us pray for your family and friends by updating the church office with information about your loved ones. We support them and you in this journey. 
We continue to pray for Alyssa, Bob, Kerri, Margaret F., Anthony H., Bob J., Karen L., Ginny O., Tim O., Cis R., Heidi S., Marta S., Meagan S., Shelayne, Kurt Parent, who is now in palliative care, former President Joe Biden, and those we name in our hearts. 
We pray for all who are recovering from or dealing with mental, physical, or other health challenges: 
  - Barb’s sister-in-law, Michaele, debilitated by chronic pain.
  - Donna Marton, recovering after an accident
  - Heidi Shierry, ongoing health issues 
  - Ann Anderson requests prayers for healing for Paul
  - Jack Thorne, recovering at home.
  - All those seeking meaningful employment, especially Josh, Ian, Amy, and Laura
  - Sandy Phee asks prayers for her sister, Linda Talaga, as she adjusts to her lack of eyesight.
  - We lift up people struggling with anxiety and depression.
  - Jim Smith, at Brookdale, Betty Eichin in assisted living, and all those in care centers. 
Prayers for our worshiping community and the Jeremiah Task Force as we discern God’s call to SPC for the 21st century. God, bring a harvest and lovers of the harvest. We welcome all, but we long for more children, teens, and families to be blessed by us and to join is in blessing the community. Help us share our stories with one another.
We lift up the men of Southminster as they discern a way to serve our neighbors.


[bookmark: _Hlk216782003][bookmark: _Hlk204253532][bookmark: _Hlk216789312][bookmark: _Hlk214361689][bookmark: m_4117949689089959855__Hlk203744432][bookmark: _Hlk211942184][bookmark: _Hlk212543660][bookmark: _Hlk205462022][bookmark: _Hlk216356878][bookmark: _Hlk211336273][bookmark: _Hlk212111975][bookmark: _Hlk210223539]This week at Southminster:  
Sunday, December 21 – 4th Sunday of Advent
  Christmas program participants arrive in sanctuary:
    Children at 8:00 a.m. Bring sheet music and instrument and have your 
        instrument warmed up and ready to play.
    Youth readers at 8:15 a.m.
    Choir as directed by Tom
  Worship/Christmas program at 9:30 a.m. in person and also live on Facebook. 
  Fellowship in the Narthex following worship 
  Staff Meeting, 11:00 a.m. in the Pastor’s office
  Adult Ed. Bible Study, 11:15 a.m., Parlor/Library
  Congolese Church, 1:00-3:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall
  Pathfinders (online), 1:45-3:00 p.m.
Monday, December 22 – Pastor’s Sabbath
Starting this week, Pastor Wendy’s Heart to Heart on Facebook will be 
      at 5:00 p.m. But because of the Christmas Eve service on Wednesday 
      and Christmas Day on Thursday, Heart to Heart will be streamed only 
      on Tuesday and Friday.
Tuesday, December 23
  Staff calendar meeting at 12:30 p.m. in McHenry Parlor/Library
  Heart to Heart, 5:00 p.m.
  A.A., 7:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Wednesday, December 24 – Christmas Eve
“Silent night, holy night…”
  Call time, choir and staff, 3:30 p.m.
  Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, 4:30 p.m., Sanctuary
  No Heart to Heart
Thursday, December 25 – Christmas Day
“Joy to the world, the Lord is come!”
  Church office closed – no Heart to Heart
Friday, December 26
  Church office closed.
  A.A., 6:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Saturday, December 27
  Congolese Church music practice, 1:00-4:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall
Next Sunday, December 28 
  Worship at 9:30 a.m. in person and also live on Facebook. 
  Fellowship in the Narthex following worship 
  No Staff Meeting
  Adult Ed. Bible Study, 11:15 a.m., Parlor/Library
  Congolese Church, 1:00-3:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall


If you are online, we’re glad to have you! Using the comments section on Facebook, you can say hello, ask for words of peace, or request prayers.

If you are present for worship, please wear a name tag; they are on the Mission shelf in the Narthex and on the shelf across from the church offices. Following the service, you are invited by the deacons to gather for a time of fellowship in the narthex.

[bookmark: _Hlk168997554][bookmark: _Hlk216788824]Our “Comfort Zone” – It is always contagion season, so we continue to have a “comfort zone” toward the back of the sanctuary. You may wear a mask, of course, if you so choose.

Sunday Morning Adult Ed. Bible Study: Enjoy some fellowship time and coffee and then join us at 11:15 a.m. in McHenry Parlor/Library. 

You are invited to join us on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/SouthminsterGlenEllyn/), where most weeks we have a live sharing of “Heart to Heart” with Pastor Wendy Boden Tuesdays through Fridays at – new time! – 5:00 p.m. This week, though, there will be no Heart to Heart on Christmas Eve (because of the Christmas Eve service) or on Christmas Day.

We continue to be live on Sunday morning for worship at 9:30 a.m. (slideshow beginning at 9:15) on YouTube at
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPgWICngOvkmR1OXgCG_wiA/live
or on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/SouthminsterGlenEllyn/
If you are watching from home on Facebook, please check in and say hello so we can see that you have joined us. This is one way to make worship less “remote” and strengthen community at Southminster.
The live video will appear about 15 minutes before the scheduled start time. 
If for any reason the feed falters, rest assured that a recording will be posted to Facebook and You Tube as soon as possible.

[bookmark: _Hlk121484615]You can also find links to recordings of the weekday sessions, special services, and Sunday worship posted on our web site: https://www.southminsterpc.org/ or by going to our YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPgWICngOvkmR1OXgCG_wiA/videos
[bookmark: m_-2852601194967189304__Hlk132360388][bookmark: _Hlk153880095][bookmark: m_7129949129723999670_m_-881940429123885]

Photo Stories help us feel connected! You can help... 
Photo Stories/PowerPoints help us prepare for worship, connect with one another, and make sure that our at-home people get both sound and sight. Here are some opportunities for you to share your photos (Please note the deadline—it is different than usual because of the holiday.):
   January 4, 2026: Let it snow!” Snowy scenes of all kinds! Please send photos by 
       Tuesday, December 30.

Send photos to our dedicated email address, used just for photos: 
PhotoStory@Southminsterpc.org. (If you only have hard copies of your photos, please leave 
them in the photo box on Pastor Wendy’s desk, labeled with your name and the date they are to be used.)


Notes from Blair Nelson:  
Adult Education:  Proverbs is the wisdom of ancient Israel. Because it is a collection of proverbs, you can dip in and out of our classes without getting lost. Never joined us? Why not give it a try today in the Parlor/Library at 11:15? Bring your fellowship coffee and snack in and enjoy the extended fellowship.

Men of Southminster: We have an email thread going for ideas for our project. Our next meeting will be Saturday, January 10, at 9:00 a.m. Have a wonderful holiday and let us know via that email thread what your thoughts are on our block party idea.

Youth and Parents: Please respond to Blair N's email about January and February dates, if you haven’t yet. 


From the Worship Ministry
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service: Wednesday, December 24, at 4:30 p.m.
This will be a traditional service including Scripture, carols, the choir, and concluding with the singing of Silent Night by candlelight. (The earlier time accommodates choir members and others who wish to gather with their families later in the evening.) 

If you purchased a poinsettia, you may take it home after the Christmas Eve service. Please arrange for someone to pick up your plant if you will not be in attendance. 
Plastic bags will be available to protect plants from the cold while transporting them home. Thank you for assisting in beautifying the sanctuary Christmas Eve.

Sign up to donate flowers for worship! 
The flower chart for the first half of 2026 is posted in the narthex. The price is the same as last year: $35 per arrangement. If you are unable to sign up at church, contact Sarah Allen (sarah.cleland.allen@gmail.com) with your requests. 


From the Mission Ministry   
Special Christmas Offerings
As we prepare to celebrate our Savior’s birth during this Advent season, we have 
two key opportunities to help our brothers and sisters in Christ.

First, is the Christmas Joy Offering. The theme this year is “Prepare the Way.” The offering goes to the PCUSA to honor and celebrate leaders like retired pastors, church workers, and their families who helped prepare the way for us and now find themselves in financial need for a variety of reasons. It also supports students in communities of color still developing the leadership skills they will need to Prepare the Way for upcoming generations of Presbyterians. The envelopes for this offering are purple and white with a manger scene printed on them.

The second is our Local Mission Offering. This offering directly helps missions that we have long supported, providing an early boost to their 2026 operations. It’s a tough time for many of these organizations trying to provide services to more families on tighter budgets than last year due to changes in government support. These envelopes are red and black.

At this special holy time of year please consider not one, but two donations to help those in need. These special collections will be dedicated on Sunday, January 4.


Special Holiday Deadline!
The deadline for the January Dialog will be Tuesday, December 30.
The church office will be closed December 25 and 26, January 1 and 2.


Online Sign-Up for Valet Parking (and we could use a volunteer for Christmas Eve!):
In order to make it easier to sign up for valet parking we are going to an online sign-up. This will allow you to access the sign-up list from anywhere that you have a phone or computer and an internet connection.

The link to the sign-up sheet is:  https://volunteersignup.org/Q7W9J. If you are at church, use the QR code posted on the bulletin board opposite the church office.

When you go to the link you will see a list of dates where a valet is needed. To sign up to valet for a service, hover the cursor over a date that is available and click. You will be directed to a page where you can enter your first name, last name, email and phone number. If you don't want to enter your email or phone number just enter "no" in the email field and "1234567" in the phone number field. Then click on the green box "Agree and sign up". A message should appear signaling a successful sign-up. 

If you enter your email you will receive an email reminder the day before your valet service (typically Saturday). 
If you need to cancel once you have signed up, contact Steve Kozich via email(skozich@yahoo.com) or text (630-207-4525) and your name will be removed for that week.

If you have any questions about signing up or run into a problem when trying to sign up contact Steve Kozich.


Sign up to donate flowers for worship! 
The flower chart for the first half of 2026 is posted in the narthex. The price is the same as last year: $35 per arrangement. If you are unable to sign up at church, contact Sarah Allen (sarah.cleland.allen@gmail.com) with your requests. 


2026 offering envelopes are available in the narthex. Pick yours up today. If there is no box labeled for you and you would like one, contact Rita Zapel.
[bookmark: _Hlk216175053]

Presbyterian Women: Looking ahead to the purse auction!
We are now collecting purses and white elephant gifts for the annual purse auction on Saturday, January 17, at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. There will be a collection box for contributions in the coat room. 


Jubilee Bucks  
Wow! Thanks to all who ordered gift cards in November! We just had our biggest order ever!! We sold 253 gift cards totaling $9,750! This gave us $401.97 in “free” money for just that one sale date! This year was also incredible for the sale of gift cards—we made a total of $2,397.69 in “free” money for Southminster! 

People’s Resource Center’s Share the Spirit (STS): The 2 opportunities during November to support STS gave us 113 gift cards to donate! This totaled $2,825 in value and produced $89.69 in “free” money for our church. What an incredible donation!!
 
Your next chance to order will be January 4. Remember two things: 1) Gift cards are not just for giving away! You can order for purchases you regularly make for yourself (i.e. for groceries, gas, dining out, and more), and 2) You can order at any time—Bobbi will just hold on to your order until she places the next church order. Email her at bobbifrey@aol.com or call/text her at 630-643-3858.


Southminster’s PRC video stars!
PRC recently made a video to celebrate their 50th anniversary of service to DuPage County, and it features two loyal PRC volunteers from Southminster – Bobbi Frey and Joe Kocinski. Please be sure to watch!  https://youtu.be/TrL9AoRdVFA?si=HU9ajNd2dLS2-MUx


Caring for you!    
Our Congregational Care Committee is ready to assist in time of need. If you need assistance from the Congregational Care Ministry or Helping Hands through January 13, call Deacon Sue Knisely (630-776-7998). You may call Pastor Wendy Boden on her cell or home phone (if she has shared the numbers with you) or leave a message for her at the church office: 630-469-9149. You may email Wendy at wendy@southminsterpc.org. (Please note that she can only read email when she is in the office.) You may also call your deacon if you need help from the church.


Who is your deacon? The assignments have changed. The new list is posted in the narthex – be sure to check there to see who your deacon is. Or you can contact the church (630-469-9149 or admin@southminsterpc.org) and ask.


Regular Office Schedule: 
The church office is closed on Mondays and Wednesdays.
Barb’s regular schedule is to be in the office Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays from approximately 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. while her son attends his day program on those days. Mondays and Wednesdays she works from home.

Grace and peace to you! Remember that we love God, neighbor, and one another. Our address is 680 South Park Blvd., Glen Ellyn, IL 60137 if you would like to set up an online account with your bank or mail in your pledge. Online giving through Vanco is also now an option –for details contact Ron Birchall.


Bearing Fruit – December 21, 2025
“Go, Tell It on the Mountain”

Today’s Christmas program replaces the sermon, but the Word of God remains the focus of our worship.

One of the earliest reenactments of the nativity was by St. Francis of Assisi (1181? to October 3, 1226). Given that St. Francis is known as the evangelist of animals, it is not surprising that this first “pageant” included animals.

Our Christmas program is in the form of Lessons and Carols and takes its cue from the Lessons and Carols service, which was first celebrated in 1880 and formalized by the Archbishop of Canterbury.

At the heart of the Christmas program is the basic tenet of Christianity called the Incarnation, the belief that God took on human flesh in the form of Jesus and was born as a baby. The scripts may vary from year to year, but the basic story never changes. It’s about the birth of Jesus. A Christmas program is a way for children and adults to embody the story and make it personal.

Across the United States and even around the world, programs are offered as a way to experience the story of the Incarnation. Programs across the country and across time run the gamut, from small Sunday school programs to large-scale Broadway-style productions, but the focus should always be on what God is doing in our world through Jesus Christ. The children, youth, and musicians will be leading us in worship with the Christmas program. During this time, we are worshiping God.

What is your favorite Christmas song? This coming Wednesday is Christmas Eve. We will worship at 4:30. Christmas is for 12 days! On December 28, we will be singing a lot of Christmas songs and carols during worship. There will be a lot of singing at both services. Derek Buckley will be playing the music on the organ and piano; please come and enjoy praising our Lord. Together, with both services, we will have sung more than 20 Christmas carols and hymns. 

As we worship and sing throughout this Christmastide, may we bear the fruit of God’s love in all we do.
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Southbminster Benediction

Leader: People:

Now go and serve the Lord, For we are blessed to be_ a bless - ing! Al-le - lu - ia!




image1.jpeg
Advent Wreath Response (Week 4)

Leader: People:
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Pre - pare the way of the Lord, Pre-pare to re - ceive God's Love!




