[bookmark: _Hlk88076487]Southminster Presbyterian Church
[bookmark: _Hlk127877562][bookmark: _Hlk65015108]Transfiguration Sunday
February 15, 2026
9:30 a.m. 

Find the link for the service on one of these sites:
1) on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SouthminsterGlenEllyn/  
2) our YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPgWICngOvkmR1OXgCG_wiA/live
3) our web site: https://www.southminsterpc.org/ 

If the video feed is interrupted during the service, we will continue to record and then post the full video on Facebook and our web site as soon as possible.  

For those who are in the sanctuary, please put your phone in airplane mode.


[bookmark: _Hlk64639528][bookmark: _Hlk65015151][bookmark: _Hlk83308393] 	 	Gathering Music/Photo Story: “Presidential Libraries”   
 
 	Welcome and Announcements
  	Faith Story 
[bookmark: _Hlk204785808][bookmark: _Hlk169706568]  	Lighting the Candles 
 	Congregational Prayer of Dedication for the Souper Bowl Donations  (unison)
Lord, even as we enjoyed the Super Bowl football game, help us be mindful of those without a bowl of soup to eat. Bless these generous donations of soup and all our donations to the People’s Resource Center to the benefit and blessing of our community. May all food pantries throughout our nation brim with donations and fill the tables of the hungry. Amen.

  	Prelude
[Please remain seated while singing the opening song.]
[bookmark: _Hlk196992063]	Hymn 451:  Open My Eyes, That I May See    	

[bookmark: _Hlk219895585][bookmark: _Hlk82086111]	Call to Worship  	   	
[bookmark: _Hlk127277641]	Leader:	We enter our sacred space to voice the longings of our hearts in prayer.
[bookmark: _Hlk219300792]	People:	In this sacred company we offer our love to the Eternal One.
[bookmark: _Hlk215674804]	Leader:	May our hearts be lifted;
	People:	May our thoughts be deepened;
[bookmark: _Hlk71232737]	All:	May our souls soar as we worship together.

 	Hymn:  In Christ Alone    		p. 25, gold worship supplement

 	Prayer of Confession:  (unison)	
Eternal One, lover of our souls, we acknowledge that we do not follow Christ faithfully. We love others conditionally; we judge, condemn, and cast the first stone. Forgive our limited vision of your grace and mercy. We turn to you as the source of our healing and our doorway into grace. Through the power of your Holy Spirit, alive within us, we turn toward the freedom of Jesus Christ, who is both our Savior and Lord. Amen.
	
[bookmark: _Hlk74215069]       	(Time of silence for personal prayer and confession)    	

[bookmark: _Hlk166678389][bookmark: _Hlk219319250]  	Declaration of God’s Grace/The Good News of Jesus Christ   	(Psalm 103, edited)
[bookmark: _Hlk218846022][bookmark: _Hlk218847425][bookmark: _Hlk219319289]	Leader:	The Lord is compassionate and gracious,
[bookmark: _Hlk219319306]	People:	Slow to anger, abounding in love.
[bookmark: _Hlk219319324][bookmark: _Hlk219301161]	Leader:	For as high as the heavens are above the earth,
    		so great is his love for those who fear him;
[bookmark: _Hlk219319349]	People:	As far as the east is from the west,
    		so far has he removed our transgressions from us.
[bookmark: _Hlk219319368]	All:	In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

 	Response 582:  	Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me  
Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,
And to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,
And to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.
World without end, without end. Amen.
World without end, without end. Amen.
World without end, without end. Amen.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk217918921][bookmark: _Hlk213287345][bookmark: _Hlk218846357]Text Adapt. and Music ©2008 Paul M. Vasile
Reprinted/Streamed with permission under OneLicense.net #A-739517. All rights reserved.

	The Passing of the Peace                                
                                             
	Word with Children		Blair Baldwin
	 	               Children worshiping in the sanctuary, please come forward.

 	As the children leave:   
[bookmark: _Hlk183516381][bookmark: _Hlk219319413]	     Open the Eyes of My Heart           Hymnal 452
[bookmark: _Hlk219319442]Open the eyes of my heart, Lord.
Open the eyes of my heart;
I want to see you; I want to see you;
Open the eyes of my heart, Lord.
Open the eyes of my heart;
I want to see you; I want to see you;
To see you high and lifted up,
Shining in the light of your glory.
Pour out your power and love
As we sing “Holy, holy, holy.”
Holy, holy, holy.
Holy, holy, holy.
Holy, holy, holy,
I want to see you.

[bookmark: _Hlk219319459]CCLI Song # 2298355
Paul Baloche
© 1997 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (Admin. by Integrity Music)
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 21214429

	Prayer for Illumination     

[bookmark: _Hlk130293746][bookmark: _Hlk192084987][bookmark: _Hlk213286565]  	Scripture Lessons:   John 9:1-17, 32-41		Pew Bible, p. 102, 103 (N.T.)
                                         John 1:14		Pew Bible, p. 92 (N.T.)

  	Sermon:  “Blind Faith”    

[bookmark: _Hlk211504120]	Saying What We Believe/Affirmation of Faith  (unison)        [Book of Order (PCUSA), F-1.01]
The mission of God in Christ gives shape and substance to the life and work of the Church. In Christ, the Church participates in God’s mission for the transformation of creation and humanity by proclaiming to all people the good news of God’s love, offering to all people the grace of God at font and table, and calling all people to discipleship in Christ.

	Hymn 450:   Be Thou My Vision   	

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer    
		Leader:	Lord, in your mercy, 
		People:	hear our prayers.   

The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offering of Ourselves and Our Gifts
[The offering plate is at the back of the sanctuary. Please leave your gift or pledge
in the plate on your way into or out of worship.]

	Offertory:  Just a Closer Walk with Thee

[bookmark: _Hlk219896321]	*Doxology 		Hymnal #606
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Public domain

	Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication  

	Hymn 192:  Lord, the Light of Your Love Is Shining (Shine, Jesus, Shine) 

	Charge and Benediction 



Southminster Benediction Response
[image: A music notes on a white background

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

	Postlude:   When the Saints Go Marching In


[bookmark: _Hlk82086255][bookmark: _Hlk80803099][bookmark: _Hlk109339699][bookmark: _Hlk111715932][bookmark: _Hlk108530327][bookmark: _Hlk189838926][bookmark: _Hlk106363372][bookmark: _Hlk82192008][bookmark: _Hlk130294100][bookmark: _Hlk176377073][bookmark: _Hlk195610460][bookmark: _Hlk213321148][bookmark: _Hlk201583656][bookmark: _Hlk187920225][bookmark: _Hlk98488795]Participants and Technical Crew
[bookmark: _Hlk115340644][bookmark: _Hlk192087701][bookmark: _Hlk204252398]Rev. Wendy Boden  
Liturgist: Jessica Bohi-Parks
Elder at the Door: Andrea Schmidt
Deacon Fellowship: Barb Kocinski
Musicians: Tom Anderson, Paul Jeziorski, David Kozich
Worship Assistant: David Kozich
Tech support: Chris Kozich, Blair Nelson

[bookmark: _Hlk217986358]The flowers today are given by Gretchen Fleming in memory of Bill Curry, who passed away four years ago this week (February 18, 2022).



Care Notes: “In everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.” -Philippians 4:6 
Even though we aren’t all together for worship, we are still collecting prayer requests! Please email or leave a message on our answering machine at 630-469-9149 if you won’t be present to fill out a prayer request slip.

Friends,   
Please make a point of sending an email, text, phone call, or filling out a blue prayer request and letting the people of Southminster know who you would like us to keep in prayer. All prayer requests are welcome. We want to be able to know who to talk to in order to follow up on all the people we pray for each week.

New requests and updates are italicized in our prayer list.
[bookmark: _Hlk195869271][bookmark: _Hlk200014811]
On Luminaria Sunday (February 22) we will revise our mourners and cancer care lists. If you would like to continue listing a particular person, please contact the office. We will start new lists after February 22.

Joys and Concerns   
The flowers today are given by Gretchen Fleming in memory of Bill Curry, who passed away four years ago this week (February 18, 2022).
We give thanks to God for joys: (Romans 12:15) “Rejoice with those who rejoice...”     
  - Meagan Severson had a successful liver transplant but needs to remain in Houston for two months while her family returns to Alaska.
We pray for the whole world and our nation: (1 Timothy 2:1-2) “I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession, and thanksgiving be made for all people…”
  - Steven, a 14-year-old Venezuelan boy with autism, who was beginning to thrive in school in Glen Ellyn when his family’s asylum petition was denied and he and his father were detained and sent to a facility in Texas. They have been there since December, and Steven is struggling.
  - Former St. Cloud city councilman Jeff Johnson and his family in the stabbing death of his daughter Hallie Marie Tobler, 22 
  - The family of kidnapped Nancy Guthrie and all those who have missing family members
  - Our nation as we celebrate and give thanks for the contributions African American have made in our nation. We pray for racial reconciliation.
  - Advances in heart health care
  - This Saturday is the 18th anniversary of the lecture room shooting at NIU that left 5 students dead and 17 others injured.
  - We lift up Aliya Rahman, an autistic woman who was on her way to treatment for traumatic brain injury when she was assaulted by ICE in Minnesota, pulled from her car, detained without medical support, and ended up in the ER after passing out in a cell.
  - We pray for the state of Minnesota, and we lift up our nation.
  - We pray for the family and friends of Alex Jeffrey Pretti, who was pepper sprayed, roughed up, whipped with a cannister, then shot and killed by ICE in Minnesota. 
  - We pray for the family of Renee Nicole Good, who was shot and killed by ICE in Minneapolis. In particular, we remember her orphaned children.
  - We pray for people in prison, detention camps, or in isolating situations that they may know you have not forgotten them. 
  - We pray for transformed hearts for our nation, for members of ICE and other DHS forces, and for ourselves.
Blessed are those who mourn: (Romans 12:15) “...weep with those who weep.”   
  - Jane Smith, a high school classmate of Lanny Russell’s, who died last week
  - Ed Cavello, a friend and colleague of Lanny’s
  - Sharla, a dear friend of Jessica Bohi-Parks, who lost her mother and now needs to make care decisions for her dad
  - We mourn with Sandy Phee in the death of her daughter-in-law, Cherrie, and pray for her son, Bill, as he mourns and is selling his house.
  - We also mourn with Angela Smith in the recent death of her dear friend, Shelayne Larson. We offer our prayers and support for Shelayne’s husband, David, and the Larson family along with all her friends.
  - We remember Tricia’s dear friend, Patty.
  - We pray for Tricia Smith and family—Tricia’s sister, Betty, passed away in November. 
We continue to lift up the families and friends of: 
  - Our dear friend, Jack Harris
  - Joe McHaley, Carol McHaley’s husband 
And all those we name in our hearts and hold dear.
We lift up those affected by cancer, along with their support systems: 
  - Tim Olk, who had major cancer surgery
  - Andy O’Donnell, a friend of Lanny’s, has entered hospice care.
  - We lift up Amie Cantarella and continue to pray for Alyssa, Bob, Kerri, Margaret F., Anthony H., Bob J., Karen L., Ginny O., Cis R., Heidi S., Marta S., Meagan S., Kurt Parent, who is now in palliative care, former President Joe Biden, and those we name in our hearts. 
We pray for all who are recovering from or dealing with mental, physical, or other health challenges:  
  - Rita Zapel lifts up prayers for Tricia Gillenwater for upcoming knee surgery.
  - Barb Doppelt, seeking relief from knee pain
  - For all those having surgery
  - Jack Thorne is recovering from ankle amputation.   
  - Angela Smith asks prayers for her friend, Kathleen, at Brookdale, who is declining rapidly from Parkinson’s.
  - Barb’s sister-in-law, Michaele, debilitated by chronic pain.
  - Heidi Shierry, ongoing health issues 
  - All those seeking meaningful employment
  - We lift up people struggling with anxiety and depression.
  - Jim Smith, at Brookdale, Betty Eichin in assisted living, and all those in care centers. 
Prayers for our worshiping community and the Jeremiah Task Force, who meet this month, as we discern God’s call to SPC for the 21st century. God, bring a harvest and lovers of the harvest. We welcome all, but we long for more children, teens, and families to be blessed by us and to join is in blessing the community. Help us share our stories with one another.
We lift up the men of Southminster as they discern a way to serve our neighbors.

[bookmark: _Hlk216782003][bookmark: _Hlk204253532][bookmark: _Hlk211336325][bookmark: _Hlk205462022][bookmark: _Hlk216356878][bookmark: _Hlk211336273][bookmark: _Hlk212111975][bookmark: _Hlk210223539]This week at Southminster:  
Sunday, February 15
  Worship at 9:30 a.m. in person and also live on Facebook. 
  Carnival Fellowship following worship until 11:15, 
  egg stuffing for Easter Party during fellowship
  No Staff Meeting
  Adult Ed. Bible Study, 11:15 a.m., McHenry Parlor/Library
  Congolese Church, 1:00-3:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall
Monday, February 16 – Pastor’s Sabbath
Tuesday-Friday: Pastor Wendy Boden’s Heart to Heart on Facebook 
     streams at approximately 5:00 p.m.  
Tuesday, February 17
  Ash Wednesday bulletins will be emailed
  Staff calendar meeting, 12:00 p.m., McHenry Parlor/Library
  Session, 7:00 p.m., McHenry Parlor/Library
  A.A., 7:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Wednesday, February 18 – Ash Wednesday
  eNotes go out  
  Pastor’s Bible Study, 4:30 p.m., home of Lois Stevenson
  Ash Wednesday Taizé Prayer Service, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary
  Choir rehearsal will follow the service
  (Note that Presbyterian Readers will meet Feb. 25 instead of tonight)
Thursday, February 19
  Cuba Network meeting via Zoom, 9:30 a.m.
  Young Adults Video Club, 8:30 p.m.
Friday, February 20
  Presbyterian Women. 9:30 a.m., McHenry Parlor/Library
  A.A., 6:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Saturday, February 21
  Set up Fellowship Hall for Chili Cook-Off, Sanctuary for Luminaria Sunday
  Congolese Church music practice, 1:00-4:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall
Next Sunday, February 22 – 1st Sunday in Lent
Luminaria Sunday
  Worship at 9:30 a.m. in person and also live on Facebook
  Chili/Soup Cook-Off, 10:45-12:15, Fellowship Hall
    No Staff Meeting or Adult Ed. Bible Study
  Congolese Church, 1:00-3:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall


If you are online, we’re glad to have you! Using the comments section on Facebook, you can say hello, ask for words of peace, or request prayers.

If you are present for worship, please wear a name tag; they are on the Mission shelf in the Narthex and on the shelf across from the church offices. Following the service, you are invited by the deacons to gather for a time of fellowship in the narthex.

[bookmark: _Hlk168997554]Our “Comfort Zone” – It is always contagion season, so we continue to have a “comfort zone” toward the back of the sanctuary. You may wear a mask, of course, if you so choose.

Sunday Morning Adult Ed. Bible Study: Enjoy some fellowship time and coffee and then join us at 11:15 a.m. in McHenry Parlor/Library. 

You are invited to join us on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/SouthminsterGlenEllyn/), where most weeks we have a live sharing of “Heart to Heart” with Pastor Wendy Boden Tuesdays through Fridays at approximately 5:00 p.m. 

We continue to be live on Sunday morning for worship at 9:30 a.m. (slideshow beginning at 9:15) on YouTube at
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPgWICngOvkmR1OXgCG_wiA/live
or on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/SouthminsterGlenEllyn/
If you are watching from home on Facebook, please check in and say hello so we can see that you have joined us. This is one way to make worship less “remote” and strengthen community at Southminster.
The live video will appear about 15 minutes before the scheduled start time. 
If for any reason the feed falters, rest assured that a recording will be posted to Facebook and You Tube as soon as possible.

[bookmark: _Hlk121484615]You can also find links to recordings of the weekday sessions, special services, and Sunday worship posted on our web site: https://www.southminsterpc.org/ or by going to our YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPgWICngOvkmR1OXgCG_wiA/videos
[bookmark: m_-2852601194967189304__Hlk132360388][bookmark: _Hlk153880095]

Photo Stories help us feel connected! You can help... 
Photo Stories/PowerPoints help us prepare for worship, connect with one another, and make sure that our at-home people get both sound and sight. Watch here for coming opportunities to share your photos:


Extra Gifts invitation from Session:
As of early February, expenses exceed revenue for the 2026 Southminster budget. Session has invited the congregation to make “extra gifts” to cover the shortfall. Thank you to those who already responded to this important request, but we aren’t quite there yet. Any amount would be appreciated. We’d like to have any checks or financial commitments (tell or email Tom Frey at freytf@aol.com) by the end of February so Session can approve the budget at its March meeting. Thank you in advance for your generosity! 


From Living Legacy (endowment): New tree leaves will be dedicated on March 1st. To be included, make Living Legacy contributions by today, February 15th. Talk to Ron Birchall.


Notes from Blair Nelson:  
Adult Education:  What is better than spending an hour with some good people learning about wisdom? The time is enjoyable and the take-away is invaluable. Join us today in the Parlor/Library at 11:15 for our study of Proverbs. (There will be no class next Sunday – come downstairs and eat chili instead!) 

Men of Southminster: February 25, the last Wednesday in the month, at 7:30 p.m., is our next get-together. We meet for fellowship, snacks, and to plan our BIG event. So, you want to be there to get in on the ground floor. 

Youth: No event this weekend, but please reply to Blair N’s email about scheduling an escape room. Time to figure out how to get out!

Chili/Soup Cook-Off—next Sunday, February 22!
OK, we know that you have been perfecting your best recipe all year long to win the laurels that the most important competition on earth, Southminster’s Annual Chili/Soup Cook-Off. So, get ready to bring a pot of your best to church on Sunday, February 22. You can’t win if you don’t enter. Not a cook? Then we need your tastebuds to determine which of our savory entries should win the laurels. Look for the sign-ups for entrees and eaters that will appear on the Narthex bulletin board. A freewill offering will be taken. This event supports our Youth Mission Trip, heading to a workcamp in Wausau, WI, this July.
            The event will begin at 10:45 a.m. and end at 12:15 p.m.


From the Mission Ministry
One Great Hour of Sharing
For over seventy years, Presbyterians have participated in One Great Hour of Sharing during Lent and culminating on Easter. In a world where many of our brothers and sisters lack access to sustainable food sources, clean water, education, and opportunity, the three programs supported by One Great Hour of Sharing supports three programs. These programs are Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self Development of People. These all work in different ways to serve individuals and communities in need. 
 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance works to provide relief to those affected by natural or manmade disasters. The Presbyterian Hunger Program helps to provide food for the hungry. Self Development of People helps provide resources to communities working to cast of the bonds of poverty and oppression.
 
One Great Hour of Sharing envelopes are available in the sanctuary. Please give generously.
[bookmark: _Hlk219973289]

We’re getting ready!
Easter Party: 
On Saturday, April 4th, Southminster will welcome our church family and the community to a joyous Easter Party, which will conclude with a big Easter egg hunt.

Your help will be very appreciated as we prepare for this outreach event. To start, we will set out rolls of stickers, with the request to cut them into individual stickers. Why now? So that we will have stickers ready to stuff into Easter eggs! Please watch the table under the Flower Chart for take-home projects needed for the Easter party.

Watch also for Easter egg stuffing, and other Easter party preparations! Our first after-worship egg stuffing date is today!


From the Worship Ministry
The worship and music schedule for the first few months of 2026 is posted on the choir room door. Singers and instrumentalists, please sign up for dates you might want to provide an offertory or communion music.

Sign up to donate flowers for worship! 
The flower chart for the first half of 2026 is posted in the narthex. The price is the same as last year: $35 per arrangement. If you are unable to sign up at church, contact Sarah Allen (sarah.cleland.allen@gmail.com) with your requests. Look to see if there might still be one opening in March…   


Online Sign-Up for Valet Parking:
From the Property Ministry: Online Sign-Up for Valet Parking
In order to make it easier to sign up for valet parking for Sunday services we are going to an online sign-up. This will allow you to access the sign-up list from anywhere that you have a phone or computer and an internet connection.
[image: ]The link to the sign-up sheet is https://volunteersignup.org/Q7W9J

Or use the QR code here (also posted at church on the bulletin board opposite the office)

If you have any questions about signing up or run into a problem when trying to sign up contact Steve Kozich.


Presbyterian Women – Friday, February 20 
All women of Southminster are invited to join us for our next gathering this Friday, February 20, at 9:30 a.m. in the Parlor. We will be taking a closer look at one of nature’s smallest yet most essential workers, the honeybee. Join us for fellowship, learning and conversation as we travel through nature and all its beauty. ALL are welcome!


Presbyterian Readers – Note change of date (to February 25)!
Due to the Ash Wednesday service on February 18, this month’s Zoom meeting will be on the 25th, one week later than usual. February's book is The Extraordinary Life of Sam Hell: A Novel by Robert Dugoni. 

Join our Cloud HD Video Meeting on February 25 at 7:00 p.m. through this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86861724721?pwd=TE0yYXZGZUtUNkdvYWh4UEhaTFc0dz09
Meeting ID: 868 6172 4721    Passcode: 600865
For more information about the Readers, contact Rita Zapel at rboserup@sbcglobal.net.  


Jubilee Bucks—Schedule change! Next order date is March 8
Thanks to everyone who ordered Jubilee Bucks in February. Our total to date of “free” money earned is $285.28. 

Note these date changes! Order dates in March and April have been changed to the second Sunday of the month: March 8 (remember to order gift cards for Easter baskets!) and April 12 (the Sunday after Easter).  

Remember that you can order Jubilee Bucks at any time by contacting bobbifrey@aol.com; Bobbi will hold on to your order until the next scheduled order date.

In May we will return to our normal first Sunday of the month (May 3) for orders to be placed.


People’s Resource Center
Southminster Church has long supported the People’s Resource Center (PRC) by bringing donations of food, personal care items, Souper Bowl offerings, and Share the Spirit gifts. Here is some background information about PRC from their website:

“People’s Resource Center (PRC) and faith communities share a commitment to compassion, service, and dignity for all neighbors. Each year, PRC supports thousands of low-income DuPage families with food, housing assistance, job skills, and more. Faith groups have long been the backbone of PRC’s volunteer network and one of our most dedicated sources of support. When we respond with generosity and grace, our community grows stronger.”

Caring for you!    
Our Congregational Care Committee is ready to assist in time of need. If you need assistance from the Congregational Care Ministry or Helping Hands through March 10, call Deacon Sue Knisely (630-776-7998). You may call Pastor Wendy Boden on her cell or home phone (if she has shared the numbers with you) or leave a message for her at the church office: 630-469-9149. You may email Wendy at wendy@southminsterpc.org. (Please note that she can only read email when she is in the office.) You may also call your deacon if you need help from the church.


Who is your deacon? The assignments have changed. The new list is posted in the narthex – be sure to check there to see who your deacon is. Or you can contact the church (630-469-9149 or admin@southminsterpc.org) and ask.


Regular Office Schedule: 
The church office is closed on Mondays and Wednesdays.
Barb’s regular schedule is to be in the office Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays from approximately 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. while her son attends his day program on those days. Mondays and Wednesdays she works from home but can always answer church email – admin@southminsterpc.org – from there.

Grace and peace to you! Remember that we love God, neighbor, and one another. Our address is 680 South Park Blvd., Glen Ellyn, IL 60137 if you would like to set up an online account with your bank or mail in your pledge. Online giving through Vanco is also now an option –for details contact Ron Birchall.


Bearing Fruit – February 15, 2026
Luminaria Sunday and Chili/Soup Cook-Off

According to the liturgical calendar, today is Transfiguration Sunday, and next Sunday is the first Sunday in Lent. Today, we will celebrate the Transfiguration of Christ with our Carnival Fellowship. Each Sunday in Lent, the bulletin board in the Narthex will include suggestions for making your Lenten journey with Jesus deeper, so that we arrive transformed on Resurrection Sunday. Please review this vision/bulletin board each week for guidance, support, and creative ideas for Lent. 

Southminster has its own “liturgical calendar” with special Sundays. For the fifteenth year in a row, we are celebrating Luminaria Sunday – Honoring and Remembering those touched by cancer. On February 22nd, lit candles in luminaria bags will line the center aisle of the sanctuary and the organ loft shelf. The individuals named on the bags will be prayed for during the Prayers of the People.

This is a way for us to set aside a particular Sunday to concretely express our love for those who have fought cancer and are now with the Lord, as well as for those who continue the fight along with their friends and family. In this way, we try to give support and comfort to everyone facing cancer. Each luminary represents $10 toward the American Cancer Society for research. With all our hearts, we pray for a cure. 

Following worship next Sunday, our youth will host the annual Chili/Soup Cook-Off. People will compete for the honor of being the best chili cook in South Glen Ellyn, and we will donate money to support our youth mission trip to Racine, Wisconsin, the week of July 12-18. Please also put the Talent Show on your calendar: Sunday, April 12, 4:30-6:30 p.m. The youth are planning a dinner and a show in the Fellowship Hall. It appears the Rummage Sale, another mission trip fundraiser, will be the first weekend in June.

Someone may ask how we can have a service like Luminaria Sunday, one that often evokes sorrow, and then move on to an event full of joy. Lives of faith have room for both sorrow and joy. In both events, we share our lives together and give bold witness to the abundant life in Christ. All of this helps us bear the fruit of God’s love.
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Now go and serve the Lord, For we are blessed to be_ a bless - ing! Al-le - lu - ia!
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