[bookmark: _Hlk88076487]Southminster Presbyterian Church
[bookmark: _Hlk127877562][bookmark: _Hlk65015108]4th Sunday in Lent
March 15, 2026
9:30 a.m. 

Find the link for the service on one of these sites:
1) on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SouthminsterGlenEllyn/  
2) our YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPgWICngOvkmR1OXgCG_wiA/live
3) our web site: https://www.southminsterpc.org/ 

If the video feed is interrupted during the service, we will continue to record and then post the full video on Facebook and our web site as soon as possible.  

For those who are in the sanctuary, please put your phone in airplane mode.



[bookmark: _Hlk64639528][bookmark: _Hlk65015151][bookmark: _Hlk83308393] 	 	Gathering Music/Photo Story: “Luminaria Sunday”   
 
 	Welcome, Announcements, and Moment for Mission  
  	Faith Story 
[bookmark: _Hlk204785808][bookmark: _Hlk169706568]  	Lighting the Candles  	(John 20:30-31)‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬
[bookmark: _Hlk219318542]Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

  	Prelude: Variations on Won’t You Be My Neighbor
[Please remain seated while singing the opening song.]
[bookmark: _Hlk196992063]	Hymn:  Jesus, Draw Me Ever Nearer  		p. 29, gold worship supplement

[bookmark: _Hlk219895585][bookmark: _Hlk82086111]	Call to Worship  	   	
[bookmark: _Hlk127277641]	Leader:	In this Lenten season, we make our way to the cross.
[bookmark: _Hlk219300792]	People:	We remember the steps that led Christ to the cross;
[bookmark: _Hlk215674804]	Leader:	Steps of betrayal and fear, but also trust in God 
                               and love for all.
	People:	Like Jesus the Christ, we embrace trust in You, 
 		Holy One, and love for all.
[bookmark: _Hlk71232737]	All:	Let us worship God as we make our journey.

 	Hymn 264:  At the Name of Jesus   		

 	Prayer of Confession:  (unison)	
Lord God, we have been told that politics and religion don’t mix, but following you asks us to love our neighbor, one another, our enemies, and in all of that we seek to love you. Help us to love others as you would have us love. Through the power of Your Spirit, help us to discern what is right, good, and noble. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, who is both Lord and Savior. Amen.
	
[bookmark: _Hlk74215069]       	(Time of silence for personal prayer and confession)    	

  	Declaration of God’s Grace/The Good News of Jesus Christ     	(Romans 8:34)
	Leader:	Hear the good news! Who is in a position to condemn?
	People:	Only Christ and Christ died for us!
	Leader:	Christ rose for us!
	People:	Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us.
	Leader:	Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
	All:	In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

 	Response:  Kyrie  		            pg. 1, gold supplement
Kyrie, Kyrie eleison.
Kyrie, Kyrie eleison.
Christe, Christe eleison.
Christe, Christe eleison.
Kyrie, Kyrie eleison.
Kyrie, Kyrie eleison, eleison.
		(The words are Greek for Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy.)
[bookmark: _Hlk97243343]CCLI Song # 2691048
Antonin Leopold Dvorak | Ruth Elaine Schram
© Words: Public Domain 
Music: 1998, 2014 Alfred Publishing Co., Inc. (Admin. by Jubilate Music Group, LLC)
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 21214429

	The Passing of the Peace                                
                                             
	Word with Children		Blair Baldwin
	 	               Children worshiping in the sanctuary, please come forward.

 	As the children leave:     
[bookmark: _Hlk183516381][bookmark: _Hlk219319413]	      Let Us Build a House (All Are Welcome)    (verse 1 + refrain)    Hymnal 301  
[bookmark: _Hlk219319442]Let us build a house where love can dwell
And all can safely live,
A place where saints and children tell
How hearts learn to forgive.
Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 
Rock of faith and vault of grace;
Here the love of Christ shall end divisions:
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.

[bookmark: _Hlk219319459]Text and Music: Marty Haugen, © 1994, GIA Publications, Inc.
Reprinted/Streamed with permission under OneLicense.net #A739517. All rights reserved.

	Prayer for Illumination     

[bookmark: _Hlk130293746][bookmark: _Hlk192084987]  	Scripture Lessons:   Philippians 4:8  		Pew Bible, p. 98 (N.T.)
                                            	John 18:28-40		Pew Bible, p. 112 (N.T.)

  	Sermon:  “Faith and Politics Do Mix”   

[bookmark: _Hlk211504120]	Saying What We Believe/Affirmation of Faith  (unison)        
                                                                                       from A Brief Statement of Faith (PCUSA)
We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of human pain and giving his life for the sins of the world. God raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from death to life eternal.

	Hymn 274:   You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd   

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer    
		Leader:	Lord, in your mercy, 
		People:	hear our prayers.   

The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offering of Ourselves and Our Gifts
[The offering plate is at the back of the sanctuary. Please leave your gift or pledge
in the plate on your way into or out of worship.]

	Offertory Anthem:  Lamb of God    	Twila Paris/Lloyd Larson

[bookmark: _Hlk219896321]	*Doxology 		Hymnal #606
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Public domain

	Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication  

	Hymn 757:  Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples  

	Charge and Benediction    
Southminster Lenten Benediction Response

[image: ]

	  	  Leader:  The cross,	All:  We shall take it.
  Leader:  The bread, 	All:  We shall break it.
  Leader:  The pain, 	All:  We shall bear it.
  Leader:  The joy, 	All:  We shall share it.
  Leader:  The Gospel, 	All:  We shall live it.
  Leader:  The love, 	All:  We shall give it.
  Leader:  The light, 	All:  We shall cherish it.
  Leader:  The darkness,	All:  God shall perish it.
  Leader:  For Jesus’ sake. 	All:  Amen.

	Postlude


[bookmark: _Hlk201583656][bookmark: _Hlk187920225][bookmark: _Hlk98488795][bookmark: _Hlk192087701]Participants and Technical Crew
[bookmark: _Hlk115340644][bookmark: _Hlk204252398]Rev. Wendy Boden  
Liturgist: Sarah Allen
Elder at the Door: Rita Zapel
Deacon Fellowship: Barb Kocinski
Musicians: Tom Anderson, the Southminster Choir
Worship Assistant: David Kozich
Tech support: Chris Kozich, Blair Nelson

[bookmark: _Hlk217986358]The flowers today are given by Sarah and Craig Allen, celebrating their 40th anniversary.


Care Notes: “In everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.” -Philippians 4:6 
Even though we aren’t all together for worship, we are still collecting prayer requests! Please email or leave a message on our answering machine at 630-469-9149 if you won’t be present to fill out a prayer request slip.

Friends,   
Please make a point of sending an email, text, phone call, or filling out a blue prayer request and letting the people of Southminster know who you would like us to keep in prayer. All prayer requests are welcome. We want to be able to know who to talk to in order to follow up on all the people we pray for each week.

New requests and updates are italicized in our prayer list.
[bookmark: _Hlk195869271][bookmark: _Hlk200014811]
We have started new mourners and cancer care lists. If you would like to continue listing a particular person, please contact the office. 

Joys and Concerns    
The flowers today are from Sarah and Craig Allen, celebrating their 40th anniversary.
We give thanks to God for joys: (Romans 12:15) “Rejoice with those who rejoice...”     
  - Jack Thorne is recovering at Tabor Hills.  
  - The life of Jim Bonde and his faithfulness
We pray for the whole world and our nation: (1 Timothy 2:1-2) “I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession, and thanksgiving be made for all people…”
  - The vehicle ramming and the shooting at Temple Israel in West Bloomfield, MI
  - Peace in the Middle East, and between China and Japan
  - Our sister church in Cuba as they face scarcity
  - Peace between the U.S. and Cuba after a recent incident
  - Advances in heart health care
  - We pray for racial reconciliation.
  - We pray for people in prison, detention camps, or in isolating situations that they may know you have not forgotten them. 
  - We pray for transformed hearts for our nation, for members of ICE and other DHS forces, and for ourselves.
Blessed are those who mourn: (Romans 12:15) “...weep with those who weep.”   
  - the family of Glenn Long, who died March 6  
  - the family of M. Kay Tomson, who died March 6
  - Jessica Abuseini and family on the death of Yolanda Villareal, her great-grandmother
All those we name in our hearts and hold dear.
We lift up those affected by cancer, along with their support systems: 
All those for whom we displayed luminaria on February 22
  - Bob, who continues his chemotherapy
  - We continue to pray for Amie C., Margaret F., Karen L., Ginny O., Cis R., Heidi S., Marta S., Meagan S., Kurt Parent, who is now in palliative care, former President Joe Biden, and those we name in our hearts. 
We pray for all who are recovering from or dealing with mental, physical, or other health challenges:  
  - March is National Trisomy Awareness Month, dedicated to raising awareness, supporting families, and fostering research for individuals with an extra chromosome. We lift up families and those affected by having an extra chromosome. 
  - Katie, recovering from surgery
  - Barb Doppelt and her sister, Cindy, both seeking relief from knee pain. Cindy is preparing for knee replacement surgery.
  - For all those having surgery and tests
  - Angela Smith asks prayers for her friend, Kathleen, at Brookdale, who is declining rapidly from Parkinson’s. We lift up all who are dealing with Parkinson’s.
  - All those seeking meaningful employment
  - We lift up people struggling with anxiety and depression.
  - Jim Smith, at Brookdale, Betty Eichin in assisted living, and all those in care centers. 
Prayers for our worshiping community and the Jeremiah Task Force, who meet this month, as we discern God’s call to SPC for the 21st century. God, bring a harvest and lovers of the harvest. We welcome all, but we long for more children, teens, and families to be blessed by us and to join is in blessing the community. Help us share our stories with one another.
We lift up the men of Southminster as they discern a way to serve our neighbors.


[bookmark: _Hlk216782003][bookmark: _Hlk204253532][bookmark: _Hlk205462022][bookmark: _Hlk216356878][bookmark: _Hlk211336273][bookmark: _Hlk212111975][bookmark: _Hlk210223539]This week at Southminster:  
Sunday, March 15 – 4th Sunday in Lent
  Worship at 9:30 a.m. in person and also live on Facebook. We honor Mr. Rogers 
      today – please wear a sweater in his honor.
  Fellowship in the Narthex following worship; egg stuffing/Easter party prep
  Staff meeting, 11:00 a.m., Pastor’s office
  Deacons (rescheduled meeting), 10:45 a.m., McHenry Parlor/Library
  Program Ministries combined meeting, 11:15 a.m., Parlor/Library (No Adult Ed.)
  Congolese Church, 1:00-3:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall
  Selection Sunday for NCAA March Madness tournaments. You can start 
      registering your brackets for March Mission Madness after the selections 
      are announced.
Pastor Wendy Boden will be on retreat from Sunday evening until Tuesday mid-afternoon.
Monday, March 16
Register brackets for March Mission Madness
  Election equipment delivered (time TBA)
  Election judges here to set up (time TBA)
Tuesday-Friday: Pastor Wendy Boden’s Heart to Heart on Facebook 
     streams at approximately 5:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 17
General Primary Election – Fellowship Hall in use all day as a polling place
Register brackets for March Mission Madness
  Staff calendar meeting, 12:30 p.m., McHenry Parlor/Library
  Session, 7:00 p.m., McHenry Parlor/Library
  A.A., 7:30 p.m., Choir Room
Wednesday, March 18
Register brackets for March Mission Madness
  Election equipment picked up (time TBA)
  eNotes go out
  Presbyterian Readers, 7:00 p.m. via Zoom
Thursday, March 19
Register brackets for March Mission Madness (deadline is 10:00 a.m.)
  Choir rehearsal, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary
  Young Adults Video Club, 8:30 p.m.
Friday, March 20
  Presbyterian Women, 9:30 a.m., McHenry Parlor/Library
  A.A., 6:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Saturday, March 21
  Men of Southminster, 9:00 a.m., McHenry Parlor/Library
  Congolese Church music practice, 1:00-4:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall
Next Sunday, March 22 – 5th Sunday in Lent
Annual reports booklets will be available for pickup
  Worship at 9:30 a.m. in person and also live on Facebook
  Fellowship in the Narthex following worship; 
      egg stuffing/Easter party prep (if needed)
  Staff meeting, 11:00 a.m., Pastor’s office
  Adult Ed. Bible Study, 11:15 a.m., McHenry Parlor/Library
  Congolese Church, 1:00-3:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall


If you are online, we’re glad to have you! Using the comments section on Facebook, you can say hello, ask for words of peace, or request prayers.

If you are present for worship, please wear a name tag; they are on the Mission shelf in the Narthex and on the shelf across from the church offices. Following the service, you are invited by the deacons to gather for a time of fellowship in the narthex.

[bookmark: _Hlk168997554]Our “Comfort Zone” – It is always contagion season, so we continue to have a “comfort zone” toward the back of the sanctuary. You may wear a mask, of course, if you so choose.

Sunday Morning Adult Ed. Bible Study: No class today – Blair has another meeting to attend. 

You are invited to join us on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/SouthminsterGlenEllyn/), where most weeks we have a live sharing of “Heart to Heart” with Pastor Wendy Boden Tuesdays through Fridays at approximately 5:00 p.m. 

We continue to be live on Sunday morning for worship at 9:30 a.m. (slideshow beginning at 9:15) on YouTube at
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPgWICngOvkmR1OXgCG_wiA/live
or on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/SouthminsterGlenEllyn/
If you are watching from home on Facebook, please check in and say hello so we can see that you have joined us. This is one way to make worship less “remote” and strengthen community at Southminster.
The live video will appear about 15 minutes before the scheduled start time. 
If for any reason the feed falters, rest assured that a recording will be posted to Facebook and You Tube as soon as possible.

[bookmark: _Hlk121484615]You can also find links to recordings of the weekday sessions, special services, and Sunday worship posted on our web site: https://www.southminsterpc.org/ or by going to our YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPgWICngOvkmR1OXgCG_wiA/videos
[bookmark: m_-2852601194967189304__Hlk132360388][bookmark: _Hlk153880095]

Photo Stories/PowerPoints help us feel connected!
Photo Stories/PowerPoints help us prepare for worship, connect with one another, and make sure that our at-home people get both sound and sight. Here is an opportunity for you to share your photos:
   March 22: “Basketball” By this time you will have your brackets chosen for March 
      Mission Madness – now hype your favorite teams! Please send photos by Thursday, 
      March 19.

Send photos to our dedicated email address, used just for photos: 
PhotoStory@Southminsterpc.org. 


Session has set the Annual Meeting of the Congregation to be held at the conclusion of worship on Palm Sunday, March 29. The annual reports booklets should be available the previous Sunday, March 22.


Worship with us during Lent!
We hope you will be with us for Sunday worship services all through Lent as we remember the events that lead to the cross and the Resurrection. You are especially invited to join us for worship services and a special event during Holy Week:
Sunday, March 29 	Palm/Passion Sunday – worship service at 9:30 a.m.
Thursday, April 2 	Maundy Thursday – worship service with communion, 7:00 p.m. 
 	   “Shadows of the Cross” - Communion and Tenebrae
Friday, April 3  	Good Friday – worship service, 7:00 p.m.
 	   “Words from the Cross: I thirst.”
Saturday, April 4 	Easter Party and Egg Hunt  – 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
	   A walk through the Easter story, crafts, games, an egg hunt, and a light 
 	   breakfast. It’s free, and the community is invited! 
Sunday, April 5 	Easter/The Resurrection of the Lord! Worship and celebrate
 	   with us at 9:30 a.m. Continental breakfast follows the service.


Notes from Blair Nelson:  
Adult Education:  Due to a meeting that Blair N needs to attend, we are not having Adult Education today, but join us next week at 11:15 a.m. for our study of Proverbs. 

Men of Southminster: Our next get-together coming up this Saturday, March 21, at 9:00 a.m. Be there for coffee and donuts and planning for our grand event.  

Youth: Talent Show is coming in April12, so start thinking about acts. Considering our scheduling difficulties, we might have to do this by remote control! Watch for an email from Blair N about this.
 
Who’s got talent? Southminster does, so dust off your tap shoes and tune up the kazoo for our annual talent show coming Sunday, April 12th, 5:30-7:30 p.m. Sign-up sheets for acts and audience will appear soon. We will be having the dinner and show at the same time in Fellowship Hall, just as we did last year. 


From the Mission Ministry
Coming this week – March Mission Madness, in which your competitive spirit benefits the missions that Southminster sponsors! We follow the NCAA men’s and women’s basketball tournaments, which everyone refers to as March Madness. You use whatever method you want to select a bracket predicting the winners, sign up following the instructions that went out in an eBlast on Friday, and donate a minimum of $15 per bracket to Southminster. At the end of the tournament, the people with the most points win bragging rights for the year… and the right to name which Southminster-supported mission will receive their share of the pot. It’s not gambling, since you don’t actually win the money yourself, so anyone, any age, can play. The winners in the end are the missions we support! 

If you didn’t get the sign-up instructions by email Friday, there are copies in the narthex (on the shelf by the Mission board) and on the nametag shelf in the front hallway. For help, consult the Master of the Madness, Troy Hammer: hammer.troy@gmail.com. He will be in the Narthex after worship today to help you sign up.

One Great Hour of Sharing
For over seventy years, Presbyterians have participated in One Great Hour of Sharing during Lent and culminating on Easter. In a world where many of our brothers and sisters lack access to sustainable food sources, clean water, education, and opportunity, the three programs supported by One Great Hour of Sharing supports three programs. These programs are Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self Development of People. These all work in different ways to serve individuals and communities in need. 
 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance works to provide relief to those affected by natural or manmade disasters. The Presbyterian Hunger Program helps to provide food for the hungry. Self Development of People helps provide resources to communities working to cast of the bonds of poverty and oppression.
 
One Great Hour of Sharing envelopes are available in the sanctuary. Please give generously.


Southminster’s Easter Party   
With just three weeks to go, preparations for the Saturday, April 4th Easter party are stepping up! 

As of earlier this week, there were only two bags remaining to take home for egg stuffing. Grab one today!

Please bring back your home-stuffed eggs as soon as possible - ideally, by March 22. 

After-worship egg stuffing continues in the Narthex today. Sunday school kids are also stuffing Easter eggs for us. Thank you, kiddos and Blair Baldwin!

We are requesting the following donations:
·         Plastic table cloths in bright or pastel colors (we will use these disposable coverings for the craft tables)
·         Artificial flowers – any type (we will use these for an Easter bonnet craft)

We are now looking for Easter party volunteers, and also volunteers to bring breakfast food items.
Remember, Southminster’s Easter Party is free and open to the public. Think about who you could invite!  


From the Worship Ministry
The Easter flowers signup sheet is posted in the narthex. Due to rising flower costs, we will order some smaller lilies and add tulips along with the azaleas. Worship hopes to have 2 large Easter lilies (2 stem plants @ $60 each) and 10 small Easter lilies (1 stem plant/5+blooms/buds @ $25 each), 6 pink azalea plants (6” pots @ $50 each), and 8 tulip bulb plants (6” pots @ $20 each) to beautify the sanctuary on Easter Sunday morning. Sign up in the Narthex. Checks should be made to SPC and please include “Easter flowers” on the memo line. Questions, call Sarah Allen 630-988-8231.

The worship and music schedule for the first months of 2026 is posted on the choir room door. Singers and instrumentalists, please sign up for dates you might want to provide an offertory or communion music.


Online Sign-Up for Valet Parking:
From the Property Ministry: Online Sign-Up for Valet Parking
In order to make it easier to sign up for valet parking for Sunday services we are going to an online sign-up. This will allow you to access the sign-up list from anywhere that you have a phone or computer and an internet connection.
[image: ]The link to the sign-up sheet is https://volunteersignup.org/Q7W9J

Or use the QR code here (also posted at church on the bulletin board opposite the office)

If you have any questions about signing up or run into a problem when trying to sign up, contact Steve Kozich.


Presbyterian Readers: Read with us!
Presbyterian Readers will meet on Wednesday, March 18, at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom, The book for March is Three Days in June, a Novel, by Ann Tyler, a story “told with deep sensitivity and a tart sense of humor, full of the joys and heartbreaks of love and marriage and family life.”

Join our Cloud HD Video Meeting on March 18 at 7:00 p.m. through this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86861724721?pwd=TE0yYXZGZUtUNkdvYWh4UEhaTFc0dz09
Meeting ID: 868 6172 4721    Passcode: 600865
For more information about the Readers, contact Rita Zapel at rboserup@sbcglobal.net.  


All women are invited!
Presbyterian Women – Friday, March 20
All women of Southminster are invited to join us for our next gathering on Friday, March 20, at 9:30 a.m. in the Parlor. We are delighted to welcome Melanie Grotto from We Grow Dreams, who will share her extensive knowledge of planting and caring for plants and introduce us to the inspiring mission of We Grow Dreams, a nonprofit greenhouse that provides meaningful employment opportunities for adults with disabilities.

Come discover the joy of gardening and learn how We Grow Dreams is cultivating both growth and opportunity in our community. All are welcome!


Are you missing a coat? Betty Eichin’s daughter-in-law is wondering if anyone has found a cream-colored leather jacket with a hood. Betty’s is missing, and it recently occurred to them that she may have taken someone else’s by mistake maybe about a month ago while attending SPC. She has a similar one in her possession, but it is not hers; Betty coat has EICHIN printed on the care instructions tag inside. (They are also looking other places, as well, since they aren’t sure where the mistaken exchange took place.)


A community invitation:
This year's Interfaith Transgender Day of Visibility will be on Sunday, March 29, from 5:00-6:00 p.m. with fellowship following at Congregation Etz Chaim in Lombard, 1710 S Highland Ave, Lombard, IL 60148. There will be music, prayers, testimony, and celebrating our transgender siblings.
 

Jubilee Bucks
Thanks to everyone who ordered Jubilee Bucks in March. Our total to date of “free” money earned is $462.16. 

Note this date change! The order date in April will not be the first Sunday (which is Easter!) but the following Sunday, April 12. In May we will return to our normal first Sunday of the month (May 3) for orders to be placed.

Remember that you can order Jubilee Bucks at any time by contacting bobbifrey@aol.com; Bobbi will hold on to your order until the next scheduled order date.


People’s Resource Center
Southminster Church has long supported the People’s Resource Center (PRC) by bringing donations of food, personal care items, Souper Bowl offerings, and Share the Spirit gifts. Here is some background information about PRC from their website:

“People’s Resource Center (PRC) and faith communities share a commitment to compassion, service, and dignity for all neighbors. Each year, PRC supports thousands of low-income DuPage families with food, housing assistance, job skills, and more. Faith groups have long been the backbone of PRC’s volunteer network and one of our most dedicated sources of support. When we respond with generosity and grace, our community grows stronger.”


Caring for you!    
Our Congregational Care Committee is ready to assist in time of need. If you need assistance from the Congregational Care Ministry or Helping Hands through March 15, call Deacon Sue Knisely (630-776-7998). The next contact person will be announced after the deacons meet on March 15. You may call Pastor Wendy Boden on her cell or home phone (if she has shared the numbers with you) or leave a message for her at the church office: 630-469-9149. You may email Wendy at wendy@southminsterpc.org. (Please note that she can only read email when she is in the office.) You may also call your deacon if you need help from the church.

Who is your deacon? The assignments have changed. The new list is posted in the narthex – be sure to check there to see who your deacon is. Or you can contact the church (630-469-9149 or admin@southminsterpc.org) and ask.


Regular Office Schedule: 
The church office is closed on Mondays and Wednesdays.
Barb’s regular schedule is to be in the office Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays from approximately 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. while her son attends his day program on those days. Mondays and Wednesdays she works from home but can always answer church email – admin@southminsterpc.org – from there.

Grace and peace to you! Remember that we love God, neighbor, and one another. Our address is 680 South Park Blvd., Glen Ellyn, IL 60137 if you would like to set up an online account with your bank or mail in your pledge. Online giving through Vanco is also now an option –for details contact Ron Birchall.




Bearing Fruit – March 15. 2026
One Great Hour of Sharing

There are times when problems seem impossible to overcome, as if evil will triumph over good. Many wars are happening around the world. Economic challenges exist across the globe. Challenges also persist here in the United States. Worldwide, millions of people lack access to sustainable food, clean water, sanitation, education, and opportunities. 

However, we are not without resources. Our Lord provides for each of us, and we share what we have with the world through One Great Hour of Sharing. One Great Hour of Sharing began as a response to rebuild after World War Two and continues to be one of the many ways God’s people reach out to those in need. This work provides people with safety, sustenance, and hope. 

During the Season of Lent, Southminster collects funds to support the work of One Great Hour of Sharing around the world, and they will be dedicated on the second Sunday of Easter, April 12. The Offering provides us a way to share God’s love with our neighbors in need. In fact, OGHS is the single largest way Presbyterians come together every year to work for a better world. Our gracious God has blessed us with many gifts. Now we bless others. 

We bear the fruit of God’s love as we offer our work and witness, our time and resources, our love and service. These gifts are to build up God’s church so that we may serve God in the world, doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with our Lord.
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