[bookmark: _Hlk88076487]Southminster Presbyterian Church
[bookmark: _Hlk127877562][bookmark: _Hlk65015108]4th Sunday of Easter
April 26, 2026
9:30 a.m. 

Find the link for the service on one of these sites:
1) on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SouthminsterGlenEllyn/  
2) our YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPgWICngOvkmR1OXgCG_wiA/live
3) our web site: https://www.southminsterpc.org/ 

If the video feed is interrupted during the service, we will continue to record and then post the full video on Facebook and our web site as soon as possible.  

For those who are in the sanctuary, please put your phone in airplane mode.


[bookmark: _Hlk64639528][bookmark: _Hlk65015151][bookmark: _Hlk83308393]	 	Gathering Music/Photo Story: “Chicago Presbytery”   
 
 	Welcome, Announcements, and Moment for Mission
[bookmark: _Hlk204785808][bookmark: _Hlk169706568]  	Lighting the Candles  	(John 21:25)‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬
But there are also many other things that Jesus did; if every one of them were written down, I suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that would be written.

  	Prelude:  Be Still and Know 	arr. Bock
[Please remain seated while singing the opening song.]
[bookmark: _Hlk196992063]	Hymn 399:  God Welcomes All  	 (sing 3 times)

[bookmark: _Hlk219895585][bookmark: _Hlk82086111]	Call to Worship  	   	(Micah 6:6-8)
[bookmark: _Hlk215674804][bookmark: _Hlk127277641]	Leader:	With what shall I come before the Lord
   		 and bow down before the exalted God?
	People:	Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,
   		with calves a year old?
	Leader:	What does the Lord require of you?
[bookmark: _Hlk71232737]	All:	To act justly and to love mercy
     		and to walk humbly with your God.

 	Hymn 377:  I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light   		

 	Prayer of Confession:  (unison)	
Lord God, we do well as a congregation, loving the world in your name, but sometimes we miss the faces, the individuals, and the personal stories. There are times when we love humanity but not the person in front of us. Forgive us. Through the power of your Spirit, enable us to go deeper and live more fully in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.
	
[bookmark: _Hlk74215069]       	(Time of silence for personal prayer and confession)    	

  	Declaration of God’s Grace/The Good News of Jesus Christ   	(Romans 8:33-34)
	Leader:	Hear the good news! Who is in a position to condemn?
	People:	Only Christ and Christ died for us;
	Leader:	Christ rose for us; Christ reigns in power for us,
	People:	Christ intercedes for us.
	All:	In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Alleluia!

 	Response 240:  	Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks    (verse 1)
[bookmark: _Hlk68122143]Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord.
Alleluia, alleluia! Give praise to his name.
Jesus is the Lord of all the earth.
He is the King of creation.
Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord.
Alleluia, alleluia! Give praise to his name.
[bookmark: _Hlk97243343]
Text and Music: Donald Fishel, 1971 © 1973 International Liturgy Publications
Reprinted/Streamed with permission under OneLicense.net #A-739517. All rights reserved.

	The Passing of the Peace                                
                                             
	Word with Children 		Sarah Allen
	 	               Children worshiping in the sanctuary, please come forward.

 	As the children leave:     
[bookmark: _Hlk183516381][bookmark: _Hlk219319459]		Let There Be Peace on Earth    
Let there be peace on earth 
And let it begin with me. 
Let there be peace on earth 
The peace that was meant to be. 
With God as our Father 
Children all are we; 
Let us walk with each other 
In perfect harmony.
Let peace begin with me 
Let this be the moment now. 
With ev’ry step I take 
Let this be my solemn vow: 
To take each moment 
And live each moment 
In peace eternally. 
Let there be peace on earth 
And let it begin with me.

© 1955. Renewed 1983 Jan - Lee Music
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 21214429

	Prayer for Illumination     

[bookmark: _Hlk130293746][bookmark: _Hlk192084987]  	Scripture Lessons:   Micah 6:8  		Pew Bible, p. 866 (O.T.)
 		James 2:14-18 		Pew Bible, p. 230 (N.T.)

  	Sermon:  “Faithful Living”    	Rev. Julio Peña

[bookmark: _Hlk211504120]	Saying What We Believe/Affirmation of Faith  (unison)        
 			from The Confession of Belhar (PCUSA), 10.5
We believe that the church is called to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world, that the church is called blessed because it is a peacemaker, that the church is witness both by word and by deed to the new heaven and the new earth in which righteousness dwells.

	Hymn 761:   Called as Partners in Christ’s Service  (verses 1, 2)  

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer    
		Leader:	Lord, in your mercy, 
		People:	hear our prayers.   

The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offering of Ourselves and Our Gifts
[The offering plate is at the back of the sanctuary. Please leave your gift or pledge
in the plate on your way into or out of worship.]

	Offertory:  Spirit Medley    		arr. Hayes 

[bookmark: _Hlk219896321]	*Doxology 		Hymnal #606
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Public domain

	Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication  

	Hymn 300:  We Are One in the Spirit  

	Charge and Benediction    
Southminster Benediction Response

[image: A music notes on a white background

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

	  	  Leader:  The cross,	All:  We shall take it.
  Leader:  The bread, 	All:  We shall break it.
  Leader:  The pain, 	All:  We shall bear it.
  Leader:  The joy, 	All:  We shall share it.
  Leader:  The Gospel, 	All:  We shall live it.
  Leader:  The love, 	All:  We shall give it.
  Leader:  The light, 	All:  We shall cherish it.
  Leader:  The darkness,	All:  God shall perish it.
  Leader:  For the Lord is risen! 	All:  He is risen indeed!
  Leader:  For Jesus’ sake! 	All:  Amen. Alleluia!

	Postlude:  He Who Began a Good Work in You  	arr. Hayes


[bookmark: _Hlk201583656][bookmark: _Hlk187920225][bookmark: _Hlk98488795][bookmark: _Hlk192087701]Participants and Technical Crew
[bookmark: _Hlk115340644][bookmark: _Hlk204252398]Guest preacher: Rev. Julio Peña
Liturgist/Worship Host: Sarah Allen  
Elder at the Door: Deb Bohi
Deacon Fellowship: Paul Jeziorski
Guest Musician: Cindy Trowbridge
Worship Assistant: David Kozich
Tech support: Chris Kozich, Cathy Hosek 

[bookmark: _Hlk217986358]The flowers today are given by Wendy Boden and Blair Nelson for Max and Nicole’s wedding.



Care Notes: “In everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.” -Philippians 4:6 
Even though we aren’t all together for worship, we are still collecting prayer requests! Please email or leave a message on our answering machine at 630-469-9149 if you won’t be present to fill out a prayer request slip.

Friends,   
Please make a point of sending an email, text, phone call, or filling out a blue prayer request and letting the people of Southminster know who you would like us to keep in prayer. All prayer requests are welcome. We want to be able to know who to talk to in order to follow up on all the people we pray for each week.

New requests and updates are italicized in our prayer list.
[bookmark: _Hlk195869271][bookmark: _Hlk200014811]
We have started new mourners and cancer care lists. If you would like to continue listing a particular person, please contact the office. 

Joys and Concerns    
The flowers today are given by Wendy Boden and Blair Nelson for Max and Nicole’s wedding.
We give thanks to God for joys: (Romans 12:15) “Rejoice with those who rejoice...”     
  - Please keep Heidi in your prayers as she is showing improvement with her chemo treatments.
  - Thank you for Walter Briney
  - It is a joy that John Pezl came home from CDH.
  - We share the joy of the Boden-Nelson family for marriage of Max and Nicole yesterday.
  - We thank God for the joy of Resurrection Day! Christos Anesti! (That’s Greek for “Christ is risen!”)
  - Gratitude to God for Joe Parks  
We pray for the whole world and our nation: (1 Timothy 2:1-2) “I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession, and thanksgiving be made for all people…”
  - The safe flight out and back home for Artemis and its crew 
  - Prayers for the Nigerian Christians who were murdered on Easter Day
  - The nation of Cuba
  - Peace in the Middle East and in the world
  - We pray for racial reconciliation.
  - We pray for people in prison, detention camps, or in isolating situations that they may know you have not forgotten them. 
  - We pray for transformed hearts for our nation, for members of ICE and other DHS forces, and for ourselves.
Blessed are those who mourn: (Romans 12:15) “...weep with those who weep.”   
  - We pray for the family of Bob Benuska, a friend of Marta Sundquist’s from her support group, who passed away on April 15.
All those we name in our hearts and hold dear.
We lift up those affected by cancer, along with their support systems: 
  - We continue to pray for Bob, Amie C., Margaret F., Karen L., Ginny O., Cis R., Heidi S., Marta S., Meagan S., Rebecca S., Kurt Parent, who is now in palliative care, former President Joe Biden, and those we name in our hearts. 
We pray for all who are recovering from or dealing with mental, physical, or other health challenges:  
  - Jack Thorne is hospitalized at CDH.
  - Deb Bohi’ brother, Tom, fell and broke his hip.
  - Please pray for Diane Swiss’s daughter, Dana, recovering from hip surgery.
  - Betty Eichin is recovering from a broken hip
  - John Rasnic is recovering from broken vertebrae
  - Please pray for Jayne.
  - Jim and Lynnda Nelson, needing a long recovery after a very serious car accident. Jim is finally able to leave nursing care and will be able to go to Marianjoy. 
  - Sandy Phee’s sister, Linda, who has a detached retina
  - For all those having surgery and tests
  - Angela Smith’s friend, Kathleen, who is declining rapidly from Parkinson’s. We lift up all who are dealing with Parkinson’s.
  - All those seeking meaningful employment
  - We lift up people struggling with anxiety and depression.
  - Jim Smith, at Brookdale, and all those in care centers
Prayers for our worshiping community and the Jeremiah Task Force, who meet this month, as we discern God’s call to SPC for the 21st century. God, bring a harvest and lovers of the harvest. We welcome all, but we long for more children, teens, and families to be blessed by us and to join is in blessing the community. Help us share our stories with one another.
We lift up the men of Southminster as they seek to reach out and in to our neighbors.

 
[bookmark: _Hlk216782003][bookmark: _Hlk204253532][bookmark: _Hlk205462022][bookmark: _Hlk216356878][bookmark: _Hlk211336273][bookmark: _Hlk212111975][bookmark: _Hlk210223539][bookmark: _Hlk168997554]This week at Southminster:  
Sunday, April 26 
  Worship at 9:30 a.m. in person and also live on Facebook
  Fellowship in the Narthex following worship
  No staff meeting or Adult Ed. Bible Study
  Congolese Church, 1:00-3:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall
Monday, April 27 – Pastor’s Sabbath
Tuesday-Friday: Pastor Wendy Boden’s Heart to Heart on Facebook 
     streams at approximately 5:00 p.m.  
Tuesday, April 28
  Staff calendar meeting, 12:30 p.m., McHenry Parlor/Library
  Session, 7:00 p.m., McHenry Parlor/Library
  A.A., 7:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall   
Wednesday, April 29
  eNotes go out, but it is also the deadline for the May Dialog
  Men of Southminster, 7:30 p.m., McHenry Parlor/Library
Thursday, April 30
  Choir rehearsal, 
  Young Adults Video Club, 8:30 p.m.
Friday, May 1
  A.A., 6:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Saturday, May 2
  Congolese Church music practice, 1:00-4:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall
Next Sunday, May 3
Order Jubilee Bucks gift cards; email bobbifrey@aol.com by 9:00 p.m. 
  Worship at 9:30 a.m. in person and also live on Facebook
  Fellowship in the Narthex following worship
  Staff meeting, 11:00 a.m., Pastor’s office
  Adult Ed. Bible Study, 11:15 a.m., McHenry Parlor/Library
  Congolese Church, 1:00-3:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall


If you are online, we’re glad to have you! Using the comments section on Facebook, you can say hello, ask for words of peace, or request prayers.

If you are present for worship, please wear a name tag; they are on the Mission shelf in the Narthex and on the shelf across from the church offices. Following the service, you are invited by the deacons to gather for a time of fellowship in the narthex.

Our “Comfort Zone” – It is always contagion season, so we continue to have a “comfort zone” toward the back of the sanctuary. You may wear a mask, of course, if you so choose.

Sunday Morning Adult Ed. Bible Study will not meet today.

You are invited to join us on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/SouthminsterGlenEllyn/), where most weeks we have a live sharing of “Heart to Heart” with Pastor Wendy Boden Tuesdays through Fridays at approximately 5:00 p.m. 

We continue to be live on Sunday morning for worship at 9:30 a.m. (slideshow beginning at 9:15) on YouTube at
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPgWICngOvkmR1OXgCG_wiA/live
or on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/SouthminsterGlenEllyn/
If you are watching from home on Facebook, please check in and say hello so we can see that you have joined us. This is one way to make worship less “remote” and strengthen community at Southminster.
The live video will appear about 15 minutes before the scheduled start time. 
If for any reason the feed falters, rest assured that a recording will be posted to Facebook and You Tube as soon as possible.

[bookmark: _Hlk121484615]You can also find links to recordings of the weekday sessions, special services, and Sunday worship posted on our web site: https://www.southminsterpc.org/ or by going to our YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPgWICngOvkmR1OXgCG_wiA/videos
[bookmark: m_-2852601194967189304__Hlk132360388][bookmark: _Hlk153880095]

Photo Stories/PowerPoints help us feel connected!
Photo Stories/PowerPoints help us prepare for worship, connect with one another, and make sure that our at-home people get both sound and sight. Here are some opportunities for you to share your photos:
   May 3: “Gifts Grow” If you volunteer with or participate in activities with any of the 
      missions Southminster supports through Gifts Grow, please share photos with us. Send 
      photos by this Thursday, April 30 to wendy@southminsterpc.org.
   May 10: “Mom and Me” Photos of you as a child with your mom (or grandmother or 
      someone who has been “like a mom”) for Mothers Day. Please send photos by 
      Thursday, May 7).

Send photos to our dedicated email address, used just for photos: 
PhotoStory@Southminsterpc.org. (If you only have hard copies of your photos, please leave them in the photo box on Pastor Wendy’s desk, labeled with your name and the date they are to be used.)


Notes from Blair Nelson:  
Adult Education:  We do not meet today but will return to our study of Proverbs next Sunday, May 3, at 11:15 a.m. in the Parlor/Library.

Men of Southminster: We gather for conversation, treats, and planning our BIG event this Wednesday, Apr. 29, at 7:30 p.m. in the Parlor/Library. Join us for good fellowship and to get involved in our project.

Youth: Thanks all for the calendar information. Soon you will get a schedule of events for the coming weeks. Remember that Rummage Sale is coming June 6-8 and Mission Trip July 12-18.

Rummage Sale:  Spring is here, and spring cleaning is on our minds. Be sure to put aside those saleable items to donate to our annual Rummage Sale, coming June 6-7. Intake of donations will begin after church on May 31 and continue right up to the start of the sale on June 6. Please price your items. Price stickers will be appearing on the name tag counter soon.


From the Mission Ministry
Repeat Boutique
Just until the end of April (which means only through this Thursday) there is a large box in the coat room in which you may place your donations of gently used clothing as well as sheets and towels for Repeat Boutique. This shop serves people referred by non-profit organizations —World Relief, PADS, Peoples Resource Center, as well as other charitable organizations in DuPage County—who need financial help providing for themselves and their families. Eligible persons may shop every three months for a year at no cost to themselves. 
This year they especially need women’s clothing in larger sizes, men’s clothing (especially jeans), as well as sheets and towels.
 

From the Worship Ministry
The worship and music schedule for the next few months of 2026 is posted on the choir room door. Singers and instrumentalists, please sign up for dates you might want to provide an offertory or communion music.

Sign up to donate flowers for worship! 
The flower chart for the remainder of 2026 is posted in the Narthex. The price remains $35 per arrangement. If you are unable to sign up at church, contact Sarah Allen (sarah.cleland.allen@gmail.com) with your requests. 


From the Property Ministry: 
Online Sign-Up for Valet Parking
In order to make it easier to sign up for valet parking for Sunday services we are going to an online sign-up. This will allow you to access the sign-up list from anywhere that you have a phone or computer and an internet connection.
[image: ]The link to the sign-up sheet is https://volunteersignup.org/Q7W9J

Or use the QR code here (also posted at church on the bulletin board opposite the office)

If you have any questions about signing up or run into a problem when trying to sign up, contact Steve Kozich.


Easter Party
Plans are already underway for next year’s Easter Saturday party! How can you help already? We would appreciate donations of Amazon gift cards of any denomination, which you may order with Jubilee Bucks. Thank you in advance for helping us make necessary purchases as opportunities arise throughout the year.


All women are invited!
Women’s Breakfast meets the first Wednesday of the month. Join us on Wednesday, May 6, at 8:30 a.m. at Danby’s Station, 750 Roosevelt Road, Glen Ellyn. Come enjoy good food, great conversation, and a refreshing break from your usual routine. All women are always welcome. For more information, contact Gretchen Fleming by phone or text to 630-517-0926.


Presbyterian Women’s annual spring luncheon  
Presbyterian Women will gather for lunch at Reserve 22 on Friday, May 15, at 11:30 a.m. Please sign up on the women’s bulletin board in the narthex if you plan to attend. The deadline to sign up is Tuesday, May 12. All women of the church and their guests are invited!


Jubilee Bucks: next order date is May 3
Thanks to all who ordered Jubilee Bucks this month. Our year-to-date total of “free” money from the purchase of gift cards is $638.21.

In May we will return to ordering on the first Sunday of the month—May 3. Remember that you can give Bobbi Frey your order at any time; she will just hold your information until the next regular order date. Email her at bobbifrey@aol.com or call/text 630-643-3858. 
And don’t forget that the Easter Party planners are asking for Amazon gift cards throughout the year, not just in the weeks leading up to the event. There are Easter Party Jubilee Bucks order forms on the nametag shelf across from the pastor’s office.


People’s Resource Center
Southminster Church has long supported the People’s Resource Center (PRC) by bringing donations of food, personal care items, Souper Bowl offerings, and Share the Spirit gifts. Here is some background information about PRC from their website:

“People’s Resource Center (PRC) and faith communities share a commitment to compassion, service, and dignity for all neighbors. Each year, PRC supports thousands of low-income DuPage families with food, housing assistance, job skills, and more. Faith groups have long been the backbone of PRC’s volunteer network and one of our most dedicated sources of support. When we respond with generosity and grace, our community grows stronger.”


Caring for you!    
Our Congregational Care Committee is ready to assist in time of need. If you need assistance from the Congregational Care Ministry or Helping Hands through May 12, call Deacon Elise Henkels (630-740-0473). You may call Pastor Wendy Boden on her cell or home phone (if she has shared the numbers with you) or leave a message for her at the church office: 630-469-9149. You may email Wendy at wendy@southminsterpc.org. (Please note that she can only read email when she is in the office.) You may also call your deacon if you need help from the church.

Pastoral Care: Pastor Wendy Boden and Dr. Blair Nelson and family just celebrated their son’s wedding yesterday. 
If you have a pastoral emergency today, call Pastor Ron Beauchamp of Hope Presbyterian Church in Wheaton: 630-945-7259.
Resuming tomorrow, you may call Pastor Wendy with a pastoral care concern. .

Who is your deacon? The assignments have changed. The new list is posted in the narthex – be sure to check there to see who your deacon is. Or you can contact the church (630-469-9149 or admin@southminsterpc.org) and ask.


Regular Office Schedule: 
The church office is closed on Mondays and Wednesdays.
Barb’s regular schedule is to be in the office Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays from approximately 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. while her son attends his day program on those days. Mondays and Wednesdays she works from home but can always answer church email – admin@southminsterpc.org – from there.

Grace and peace to you! Remember that we love God, neighbor, and one another. Our address is 680 South Park Blvd., Glen Ellyn, IL 60137 if you would like to set up an online account with your bank or mail in your pledge. Online giving through Vanco is also now an option –for details contact Ron Birchall.


Bearing Fruit – April 26, 2026
Rev. Julio C. Peña and Cindy Trowbridge

While our Pastor Rev. Wendy Boden and our Minister of Youth and Adult Discipleship are away celebrating the marriage of their son Max Nelson to Nicle McCowski, we are honored to have Rev. Julio Peña in the pulpit.

Rev. Julio C. Peña is a Presbyterian leader with a deep passion for supporting innovative ministry and helping the church live into its call to be “always reforming.” Julio has served the church at every level – from local congregations to presbytery leadership – bringing creativity, compassion, and resilience to each role.

In 2015, Julio founded Spirit of Love Community Ministry, a new worshiping community that welcomed the unchurched and de-churched into worship, Bible study, and fellowship. Although the ministry faced challenges and limited institutional support, the experience gave Julio firsthand insight into the struggles and opportunities of new ministries. It also deepened his commitment to ensuring that other innovators receive the support and care he once lacked.

Julio’s leadership extends beyond local ministry. He served as moderator of the Presbytery of Chicago in 2013, guiding the body through difficult discussions with prayerful courage and compassion. He has also taken on leadership in collaborative projects, such as stepping into a troubled multicultural conference planning team and helping restore trust and focus through respectful listening and mission-centered guidance.

Known for his ability to encourage and equip leaders, Julio emphasizes listening without judgment, offering hope, and walking alongside others in their journeys. He believes that smaller, grassroots communities often embody the most faithful witness to the gospel, and he is committed to nurturing innovation, supporting congregations in transition, and inspiring the next generation of leaders with creativity and faith.

Julio is married with three adult children.

We once again welcome Cindy Trowbridge as our accompanist today while our Music Director is away. Cindy performs as a collaborative pianist in recitals and competitions throughout the Chicago area. A member of the piano faculty at the College of DuPage, she teaches private and class piano and serves as staff accompanist. Cindy also does extensive work as an accompanist for vocal and instrumental studios and recitals at Wheaton College. She is the principal pianist for the Credo Flute Summer Festival and has been the pianist for DuPage Opera Theater and music director for Wheaton College’s Opera Music Theater program.

Worshiping and fellowshipping together each week, even when things are not the same, is one of the ways we bear the fruit of God's love.  
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Now go and serve the Lord, For we are blessed to be_ a bless - ing! Al-le - lu - ia!
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