[bookmark: _Hlk88076487]Southminster Presbyterian Church
[bookmark: _Hlk127877562][bookmark: _Hlk65015108]6th Sunday of Easter
May 10, 2026
9:30 a.m. 

Find the link for the service on one of these sites:
1) on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SouthminsterGlenEllyn/  
2) our YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPgWICngOvkmR1OXgCG_wiA/live
3) our web site: https://www.southminsterpc.org/ 

If the video feed is interrupted during the service, we will continue to record and then post the full video on Facebook and our web site as soon as possible.  

For those who are in the sanctuary, please put your phone in airplane mode.


[bookmark: _Hlk64639528][bookmark: _Hlk65015151][bookmark: _Hlk83308393]	 	Gathering Music/Photo Story: “Mom and Me”   
 
 	Welcome, Announcements, and Moment for Mission
[bookmark: _Hlk204785808][bookmark: _Hlk169706568]  	Lighting the Candles  	(Philippians 1:9-10)‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬
And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what really matters[.]

  	Prelude:  Turn, Turn, Turn 	Pete Seeger
[Please remain seated while singing the opening song.]
[bookmark: _Hlk196992063]	Hymn 399:  God Welcomes All  	 (sing 3 times)

[bookmark: _Hlk219895585][bookmark: _Hlk82086111]	Call to Worship  	   	(Psalm 131, Luke 15)
[bookmark: _Hlk215674804][bookmark: _Hlk127277641]	Leader:	God is both a loving father and mother.
	People:	Like a baby content in its mother’s arms,
     		my soul is a baby content with you.
	Leader:	Like a father who races to welcome the prodigal home,
	People:	God is always faithful.
[bookmark: _Hlk71232737]	All:	Let us worship God.

 	Hymn 664:  Morning Has Broken   (all)		

 	Prayer of Confession:  (unison)	
Creating God, who loved us into existence, we your children praise you. When we fall, you lift us up; when we fail, you restore us; when we are wounded, you nurse us; when we grieve, you comfort us; and when we celebrate, you rejoice with us. Even so, there are times when we don’t reach out to you. Help us remember that your Holy Spirit prays within us, and it is in the name of Jesus Christ, the name above all names, that we pray. Amen.
	
[bookmark: _Hlk74215069]       	(Time of silence for personal prayer and confession)    	

  	Declaration of God’s Grace/The Good News of Jesus Christ   	(Romans 8:33-34)
	Leader:	Hear the good news! Who is in a position to condemn?
	People:	Only Christ and Christ died for us;
	Leader:	Christ rose for us; Christ reigns in power for us,
	People:	Christ intercedes for us.
	All:	In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Alleluia!

 	Response 240:  	Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks    (verse 1)
[bookmark: _Hlk68122143]Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord.
Alleluia, alleluia! Give praise to his name.
Jesus is the Lord of all the earth.
He is the King of creation.
Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord.
Alleluia, alleluia! Give praise to his name.
[bookmark: _Hlk97243343]
Text and Music: Donald Fishel, 1971 © 1973 International Liturgy Publications
Reprinted/Streamed with permission under OneLicense.net #A-739517. All rights reserved.

	The Passing of the Peace                                
                                             
	Word with Children 		Blair Baldwin
	 	               Children worshiping in the sanctuary, please come forward.

 	As the children leave:     
[bookmark: _Hlk183516381][bookmark: _Hlk219319459]		Let There Be Peace on Earth    
Let there be peace on earth 
And let it begin with me. 
Let there be peace on earth 
The peace that was meant to be. 
With God as our Father 
Children all are we; 
Let us walk with each other 
In perfect harmony.
Let peace begin with me 
Let this be the moment now. 
With ev’ry step I take 
Let this be my solemn vow: 
To take each moment 
And live each moment 
In peace eternally. 
Let there be peace on earth 
And let it begin with me.

© 1955. Renewed 1983 Jan - Lee Music
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 21214429

	Prayer for Illumination     

[bookmark: _Hlk130293746][bookmark: _Hlk192084987]  	Scripture Lessons:   Isaiah 49:14-16		Pew Bible, p. 680 (O.T.)
 		Philippians 1:1-9    		Pew Bible, p. 196 (N.T.)

  	Sermon:  “Thankful”    	

[bookmark: _Hlk211504120]	Saying What We Believe/Affirmation of Faith  (unison)        
 			from A Brief Statement of Faith (PCUSA)
Loving us still, God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant. Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child, like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, God is faithful still.

	Hymn 468:   In My Life (Lord, Be Glorified)  (all)  

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer    
		Leader:	Lord, in your mercy, 
		People:	hear our prayers.   

The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offering of Ourselves and Our Gifts
[The offering plate is at the back of the sanctuary. Please leave your gift or pledge
in the plate on your way into or out of worship.]

	Offertory:  Hail Mary, Gentle Woman    	Cary Landry

[bookmark: _Hlk219896321]	*Doxology 		Hymnal #606
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Public domain

	Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication  

	Hymn 385:  All People That on Earth Do Dwell  (all)

	Charge and Benediction    

Southminster Benediction Response

[image: A music notes on a white background

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

	  	  Leader:  The cross,	All:  We shall take it.
  Leader:  The bread, 	All:  We shall break it.
  Leader:  The pain, 	All:  We shall bear it.
  Leader:  The joy, 	All:  We shall share it.
  Leader:  The Gospel, 	All:  We shall live it.
  Leader:  The love, 	All:  We shall give it.
  Leader:  The light, 	All:  We shall cherish it.
  Leader:  The darkness,	All:  God shall perish it.
  Leader:  For the Lord is risen! 	All:  He is risen indeed!
  Leader:  For Jesus’ sake! 	All:  Amen. Alleluia!

	Postlude:  Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee  	


[bookmark: _Hlk201583656][bookmark: _Hlk187920225][bookmark: _Hlk98488795][bookmark: _Hlk192087701]Participants and Technical Crew
[bookmark: _Hlk115340644][bookmark: _Hlk204252398]Rev. Wendy Boden
Liturgist: Steve Henkels  
Elder at the Door: Gretchen Fleming
Deacon Fellowship: Heather Kralicek
Guest Musician: Dr. Derek Buckley
Worship Assistant: David Kozich
Tech support: Chris Kozich, Blair Nelson 

[bookmark: _Hlk217986358]The flowers today are given by Beth Bonde in memory of Paul Hanson.


Care Notes: “In everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.” -Philippians 4:6 
Even though we aren’t all together for worship, we are still collecting prayer requests! Please email or leave a message on our answering machine at 630-469-9149 if you won’t be present to fill out a prayer request slip.

Friends,   
Please make a point of sending an email, text, phone call, or filling out a blue prayer request and letting the people of Southminster know who you would like us to keep in prayer. All prayer requests are welcome. We want to be able to know who to talk to in order to follow up on all the people we pray for each week.

New requests and updates are italicized in our prayer list.
[bookmark: _Hlk195869271][bookmark: _Hlk200014811]
Joys and Concerns    
The flowers today are from Beth Bonde in memory of Paul Hason.
We give thanks to God for joys: (Romans 12:15) “Rejoice with those who rejoice...”     
  - Please keep Heidi in your prayers as she is showing improvement with her chemo treatments.
We pray for the whole world and our nation: (1 Timothy 2:1-2) “I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession, and thanksgiving be made for all people…” 
  - We remember the 204 firefighters who died in the line of duty and who were honored May 3 at the National Fallen Firefighters Memorial Service.
  - The nation of Cuba
  - Peace in the world
  - We pray for racial reconciliation.
  - We pray for people in prison, detention camps, or in isolating situations that they may know you have not forgotten them. 
  - We pray for transformed hearts for our nation, for members of ICE and other DHS forces, and for ourselves.
Blessed are those who mourn: (Romans 12:15) “...weep with those who weep.”   
  - Heidi Shierry and family on the death of her cousin, Christopher Yoos, who died May 5 from complications caused by multiple sclerosis.
All those we name in our hearts and hold dear.
We lift up those affected by cancer, along with their support systems: 
  - We continue to pray for Bob, Amie C., Margaret F., Karen L., Ginny O., Cis R., Heidi S., Marta S., Meagan S., Rebecca S., Kurt Parent, who is now in palliative care, former President Joe Biden, and those we name in our hearts. 
We pray for all who are recovering from or dealing with mental, physical, or other health challenges:  
  - Deb Bohi’ brother, Tom, recovering from a broken hip
  - Please pray for Diane Swiss’s daughter, Dana, recovering from hip surgery.
  - John Rasnic is recovering from broken vertebrae.
  - Please pray for Jayne. 
  - For all those having surgery and tests
  - Angela Smith’s friend, Kathleen, and all who are dealing with Parkinson’s.
  - All those seeking meaningful employment
  - We lift up people struggling with anxiety and depression.
  - Jim Smith, Betty Eichin, Jim Nelson, and all those in care or rehab centers, and those in isolating situations.
Prayers for our worshiping community and the Jeremiah Task Force, who meet this month, as we discern God’s call to SPC for the 21st century. God, bring a harvest and lovers of the harvest. We welcome all, but we long for more children, teens, and families to be blessed by us and to join is in blessing the community. Help us share our stories with one another.
We lift up the men of Southminster as they seek to reach out and in to our neighbors.
 

[bookmark: _Hlk216782003][bookmark: _Hlk204253532][bookmark: _Hlk211336273][bookmark: _Hlk212111975][bookmark: _Hlk210223539]This week at Southminster:  
Sunday, May 10
  Worship at 9:30 a.m. in person and also live on Facebook
  Fellowship in the Narthex following worship
  Adult Ed. Bible Study, 11:15 a.m., McHenry Parlor/Library
  Congolese Church, 1:00-3:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall
Monday, May 11 – Pastor’s Sabbath 
Tuesday-Friday: Pastor Wendy Boden’s Heart to Heart on Facebook 
     streams at approximately 5:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, May 12
  Knitting Circle, 10:00 a.m., McHenry Parlor/Library
  Staff calendar meeting, 12:30 p.m., McHenry Parlor/Library
  Deacons, 7:00 p.m., McHenry Parlor/Library
  A.A., 7:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall   
Wednesday, May 13
  Property, 7:00 p.m., Parlor/Library
Thursday, May 14
  Session docket deadline, noon
  Choir rehearsal, 7:00 p.m., Choir room
  Young Adults Video Club, 8:30 p.m.
Friday, May 15
  Bridge Communities luncheon, Danada House, 11:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
  P.W. Spring Luncheon, 11:30 a.m., Reserve 22  Sign up by May 12.
  A.A., 6:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Saturday, May 16
  Men of Southminster, 9:00 a.m., Parlor/Library
  Congolese Church music practice, 1:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
[bookmark: m_-8382582715159450907__Hlk168997554]Next Sunday, May 17
  Worship at 9:30 a.m. in person and also live on Facebook
  Fellowship in the Narthex following worship
  Staff meeting, 11:00 a.m., Pastor’s office
  “Senior Living Options” presentation, 11:15 a.m., Sanctuary
  No Adult Ed. Bible Study
  Congolese Church, 1:00-3:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall


If you are online, we’re glad to have you! Using the comments section on Facebook, you can say hello, ask for words of peace, or request prayers.

If you are present for worship, please wear a name tag; they are on the Mission shelf in the Narthex and on the shelf across from the church offices. Following the service, you are invited by the deacons to gather for a time of fellowship in the narthex.

Our “Comfort Zone” – It is always contagion season, so we continue to have a “comfort zone” toward the back of the sanctuary. You may wear a mask, of course, if you so choose.

Sunday Morning Adult Ed. Bible Study meets at 11:15 a.m. (after fellowship time) in the Parlor/Library.

You are invited to join us on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/SouthminsterGlenEllyn/), where most weeks we have a live sharing of “Heart to Heart” with Pastor Wendy Boden Tuesdays through Fridays at approximately 5:00 p.m. 

We continue to be live on Sunday morning for worship at 9:30 a.m. (slideshow beginning at 9:15) on YouTube at
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPgWICngOvkmR1OXgCG_wiA/live
or on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/SouthminsterGlenEllyn/
If you are watching from home on Facebook, please check in and say hello so we can see that you have joined us. This is one way to make worship less “remote” and strengthen community at Southminster.
The live video will appear about 15 minutes before the scheduled start time. 
If for any reason the feed falters, rest assured that a recording will be posted to Facebook and You Tube as soon as possible.
 
[bookmark: m_-8382582715159450907__Hlk121484615]You can also find links to recordings of the weekday sessions, special services, and Sunday worship posted on our web site: https://www.southminsterpc.org/ or by going to our YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPgWICngOvkmR1OXgCG_wiA/videos
[bookmark: m_-8382582715159450907__Hlk153880095][bookmark: m_-8382582715159450907_m_-28526011949671]

Photo Stories/PowerPoints help us feel connected!
Photo Stories/PowerPoints help us prepare for worship, connect with one another, and make sure that our at-home people get both sound and sight. Here are some opportunities for you to share your photos:
   May 17: “Gifts Grow” If you volunteer with or participate in activities with any of the 
      missions Southminster supports through Gifts Grow, please share photos with us. Send 
      photos by this Thursday, May 14, to wendy@southminsterpc.org.
   June 21: “Dad and Me” Photos of you as a child with your dad (or grandfather or 
      someone who has been “like a dad”) for Fathers Day. Please send photos by Thursday, 
      June 18) to PhotoStory@Southminsterpc.org.
(If you only have hard copies of your photos, please leave them in the photo box on Pastor Wendy’s desk, labeled with your name and the date they are to be used.)


Notes from Blair Nelson:  
Adult Education:   Join us in the Parlor/Library at 11:15 a.m. today for our study of Proverbs, the ancient wisdom of Israel. It will be a time of learning, fellowship, laughter, and deep thoughts. Can’t beat that! Note that our class will be preempted on the 17th by the Senior Living presentation.

Men of Southminster: Our next get-together is Saturday, May 16, at 9:00 a.m. Come for coffee, donuts, fellowship, and an update on our project.  

Youth: May is a busy month, so our next event will be the Rummage Sale. Remember that we begin intake Sunday, May 31, right after worship, and then from Tuesday, June 2 until the sale on Saturday, June 6, and Sunday, June 7. Please let Blair N know if you have time during the intake week to help sort and price items. Then, we need to be at church at 7 a.m., Saturday, June 6, for set up. The sale runs to 3:00 p.m., then we do tear down, and repeat it all beginning after worship on Sunday. We will be running the car wash, too – come prepared to get wet! Summer event planning is in the works. Stay tuned.

Cribbage Anyone? The Men of Southminster are hosting a Cribbage Night for everyone! Whether you know the game or are a beginner, join us on Wednesday, June 3, at 7:30 p.m. Just for the fun of it!

Rummage Sale: The annual rummage sale supports the Youth Mission Trip, and it only works with your help. Please save salable items from your spring cleaning to donate to the sale. Note: We cannot accept furniture or electronics! Price stickers will soon be on the name tag counter in the main hallway. Pricing your items is a huge help to us. We will begin receiving donations in Fellowship Hall after worship on May 31, and then from Tuesday, June 2 until the sale. The sale itself runs 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. on Saturday, June 6, and then after worship to 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, June 7. So, donate, shop, and you can even help us with set-up or tear-down. Contact Blair N for details. 

Can you help the deacons?
In the narthex all this month there is a Helping Hands signup board. We did this last May and got a very good response. THANK YOU to all who signed up and then responded to help when we contacted you.
 
Occasionally the deacons need assistance, such as extra food for receptions or special fellowships, rides for members to church or medical appointments, or meals for those going through difficult times. If you would be willing to help once in a while, please add your name to the appropriate list(s). Signing up means only that you're willing to be contacted to see if you're available when we need assistance; it does not mean you're required to help each time we ask. 
 
We plan to reset this list each May, so this one will cover June, 2026, through May, 2027.   
Thank you from the deacons. 


From the Mission Ministry
Stretch Your Community Support with Gifts Grow 2026
During the month of May, you can donate to your favorite Southminster-sponsored organization and have your donation doubled with matching mission funds. Got $100 to donate? Southminster will double your impact by chipping in another $100 to the mission of your choice. You select the amounts and missions to be matched.
 
The Mission Ministry will display the week-by-week results on the bulletin board, so be sure to track the progress throughout May.
 
Simply write a check to Southminster and note that it is for Gifts Grow – or use the Gifts Grow envelopes available at church. Be sure to indicate your choice of mission(s) on the envelope or check. Donations must be received by Sunday, May 31.
 
Southminster’s Gifts Grow-supported missions include:
Bridge Communities                         People’s Resource Center
Cuba Sister Church                         Walk-In Ministry
DuPage PADS                                   World Relief
Metropolitan Family Services         Youth Mission Trip
 
Donations are unlimited. The matching funds are limited to $8300 total. Families and church groups can donate and their donations will be matched up to $750. Individual mission donations will be matched up to $2325. All of these caps were raised this year, as more Gifts Grow funds were made available. So let’s see if we can use all the matching funds available in support of our missions! 


From the Worship Ministry
The worship and music schedule for the next few months of 2026 is posted on the choir room door. Singers and instrumentalists, please sign up for dates you might want to provide an offertory or communion music.

Sign up to donate flowers for worship! 
The flower chart for the remainder of 2026 is posted in the Narthex. The price remains $35 per arrangement. If you are unable to sign up at church, contact Sarah Allen (sarah.cleland.allen@gmail.com) with your requests. 


From the Property Ministry: 
Online Sign-Up for Valet Parking
In order to make it easier to sign up for valet parking for Sunday services we are going to an online sign-up. This will allow you to access the sign-up list from anywhere that you have a phone or computer and an internet connection.
The link to the sign-up sheet is https://volunteersignup.org/Q7W9J

Or use the QR code here (also posted at church on the bulletin board opposite the office)

If you have any questions about signing up or run into a problem when trying to sign up, contact Steve Kozich.


Next Sunday, May 17 
Your Chance to Learn about Senior Living Options
After fellowship on May 17, Dr. Allison Green, owner of Assisted Living Locators, will speak to us about choosing independent living communities, assisted living communities, memory care communities, and skilled nursing facilities. Her no-cost senior living placement service “equips families with the best eldercare options, information, and resources available.” Please join us for this very informative presentation.


Presbyterian Women’s annual spring luncheon  
Our final gathering of the 2025–2026 program year will be the Spring Luncheon on Friday, May 15, at 11:30 a.m. We will meet at Reserve 22, 485 Winchell Way, Glen Ellyn. All women of the church—and their guests—are warmly invited to attend this special time of fellowship as we close out the program year. If you plan to join us, please sign up on the Women’s bulletin board in the Narthex. The deadline to sign up is this Tuesday, May 12. We hope you’ll celebrate the closure of a wonderful year with us.


Presbyterian Readers will meet on Wednesday, May 20, at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. May's book is The Queens of Crime by Marie Benedict. 

Join our Cloud HD Video Meeting on Wednesday, May 20, at 7:00 p.m. through this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86861724721?pwd=TE0yYXZGZUtUNkdvYWh4UEhaTFc0dz09
Meeting ID: 868 6172 4721    Passcode: 600865
For more information about the Readers, contact Rita Zapel at rboserup@sbcglobal.net.  


Jubilee Bucks—Next order date is June 7
Thanks to all who ordered Jubilee Bucks gift cards on May 3. So far this year, our purchases have earned Southminster $810.00 in “free” money (rebates from the purchase of each card). Remember that gift cards are not just for giving away! You can also order for purchases you regularly make for yourself (i.e. for groceries, gas, dining out, and more). You can give Bobbi Frey your oder at any time—she will just hold it until the next order date. Contact her at bobbifrey@aol,com or  by call or text to 630-643-3858. 
 
And don’t forget that the Easter Party planners are asking for Amazon gift cards throughout the year, not just in the weeks leading up to the event. There are Easter Party Jubilee Bucks order forms on the nametag shelf across from the pastor’s office.


People’s Resource Center: Consider the volunteer opportunities!
Southminster has supported People’s Resource Center (PRC) with food donations for many years. PRC not only takes food donations, they also take clothing, old Chromebooks, and iPads. It is also a wonderful place to volunteer if you have extra time on your hands. You can tutor people, help with ESL, assist in the computer lab with courses or updating donations, sort clothing donations, or assist clients during clothing closet hours, assist with food clients, sort and shelve food donations, pick up food donations from stores, or help with art classes. Check their web site, peoplesrc.org for volunteer opportunities. Clients, volunteers, and employees are all wonderful to interact with! 
 
Want to know more about volunteering at PRC? Long-time volunteer Bobbi Frey is always happy to talk about her experiences there. Or check the PRC website: https://www.peoplesrc.org/volunteer/.


Caring for you!    
Our Congregational Care Committee is ready to assist in time of need. If you need assistance from the Congregational Care Ministry or Helping Hands through May 12, call Deacon Elise Henkels (630-740-0473). (After the deacons meet on Tuesday, they will announce the next care contact – watch eNotes and next Sunday’s bulletin.) You may call Pastor Wendy Boden on her cell or home phone (if she has shared the numbers with you) or leave a message for her at the church office: 630-469-9149. You may email Wendy at wendy@southminsterpc.org. (Please note that she can only read email when she is in the office.) You may also call your deacon if you need help from the church.

Who is your deacon? The assignments will change after the ordination and installation of new officers at the end of May. The new list will be posted in the narthex – in the meantime, you can check there to see who your current deacon is. Or you can contact the church (630-469-9149 or admin@southminsterpc.org) and ask.


Regular Office Schedule: 
The church office is closed on Mondays and Wednesdays.
Barb’s regular schedule is to be in the office Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays from approximately 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. while her son attends his day program on those days. Mondays and Wednesdays she works from home but can always answer church email – admin@southminsterpc.org – from there.

Grace and peace to you! Remember that we love God, neighbor, and one another. Our address is 680 South Park Blvd., Glen Ellyn, IL 60137 if you would like to set up an online account with your bank or mail in your pledge. Online giving through Vanco is also now an option –for details contact Ron Birchall.


Bearing Fruit – May 10, 2026
“Gifts Grow”—Hands-on Ministry, part two

While our Music Director is away today, we welcome Dr. Derek Buckley as a sub. Derek graduated with a doctorate in music and vocal performance from the University of Illinois. He has had the pleasure of studying with Dr. Marilyn Coles, Dr. Alan Peters, Mr. Jerry Daniels and most recently master classes with MS Renee Fleming and MS Linda Eder. Clearly Derek loves opera and in particular bel canto roles which have been a centerpiece of his repertoire for the past 20 years.  

“Gifts Grow” – During the month of May you have the opportunity to contribute to our missions, and your gifts will be matched by the Mission Ministry up to a total of $8,300 for the entire event.

Throughout May, Bearing Fruit will offer brief sketches of our various outreach ministries. This is not an endorsement or recommendation, but a little bit of extra information about some of our missions and how we bear the fruit of God’s love. Our missions are: Bridge Communities, Cuba Sister Church, DuPage PADS, Metropolitan Family Services, People’s Resource Center, Walk-In Ministry, World Relief, and the Youth Mission Trip. 

Southminster Presbyterian Church has always been a congregation that reaches out in love to those around them. Today, we are looking at several of the ministries in which we have had particular hands-on support and involvement, helping us walk through the tricky parts of life. Presbyterians believe that whatever we do, we do it to the glory of God. This is one way we worship during the week.

May is Gift’s Grow month at Southminster, and one of the ways we bear the Fruit of God’s love. Below are some of the missions that Gift’s Grow supports. (We highlighted the others last week.)

Bridge Communities is the largest provider of transitional housing in DuPage County. SPC also supports Bridge by participating in their “Sleep Out Saturday” event in November to raise awareness of homelessness. Southminster has several people who volunteer at Bridge Communities throughout the year. On May 15th our pastor will offer the “grace” at the Bridge Communities Luncheon.   

DuPage PADS (Public Action to Deliver Shelter) is the only non-restrictive sheltering program in our county. PADS brings together a variety of organizations to help address the needs of the homeless. Their slogan is “The Solution to End Homelessness.” Recently, PADS purchased the Red Roof Inn in Downers Grove and turned it into an IHC (Interim Housing Center), which is currently sheltering 310 people nightly, including 90 children.  

People’s Resource Center is a community-based service organization that provides numerous human service programs to DuPage County residents who are in economic distress, receiving nutritious food and other basic necessities like clothes and rent assistance. PRC also connects people with resources – education and tutoring, jobs, technology, art, and a caring community – to create a future of hope and opportunity for all.

Southminster has collected food and personal care products for PRC for years, but when the pandemic arrived in our area in March 2020 and our building closed, we began collecting goods for PRC on the front porch of the Freys’ home, Bobbi and Tom. (Bobbi is a longtime volunteer at PRC.) We have moved the collection boxes back to the church – they are now located in the main hallway opposite the church office. The weekly carloads of donations Bobbi delivers to PRC make a difference in the lives of many in our county!

Next week our Photo story will be Gifts Grow!
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Now go and serve the Lord, For we are blessed to be_ a bless - ing! Al-le - lu - ia!





