[bookmark: _Hlk88076487]Southminster Presbyterian Church
[bookmark: _Hlk127877562][bookmark: _Hlk65015108]7th Sunday after Pentecost
July 12, 2026
9:30 a.m. 

Find the link for the service on one of these sites:
1) on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SouthminsterGlenEllyn/  
2) our YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPgWICngOvkmR1OXgCG_wiA/live
3) our web site: https://www.southminsterpc.org/ 

If the video feed is interrupted during the service, we will continue to record and then post the full video on Facebook and our web site as soon as possible.  


[bookmark: _Hlk64639528][bookmark: _Hlk65015151][bookmark: _Hlk83308393]	 Gathering Music/Photo Story: “Parks of DuPage”   
 
[bookmark: _Hlk97753666]  	Welcome, Announcements, and Moment for Mission
  	Faith Story   
	Lighting the Candles    	(Philippians 1:9)
And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more 
with knowledge and full insight…

[Please remain seated while singing the opening song.]
	Hymn:  You Are My King (Amazing Love)	p. 42, gold worship supplement

[bookmark: _Hlk197509110][bookmark: _Hlk82086111]	Call to Worship  	  	
	Leader:	Even if our mouths were as full of song as the seas that cover the earth,
[bookmark: _Hlk126280184]	People:	And our tongues full of joy in countless ways,
[bookmark: _Hlk122363436] 	Leader:	Even if our eyes were to shine like the sun and moon
	People:	And our hands spread out like Heaven’s eagles,
	Leader:	We could never thank you fully, Lord.
	All:	We have come to worship you!  

	Hymn 743:  O God, You Are My God   (sing 2 times)

 	Prayer of Confession:  (unison)		
[bookmark: _Hlk197511416]Lord God, there are times when we have wandered and become lost. Thank you for finding us and walking with us along the way home. When we cannot quench our thirst, when we want that which is harmful to ourselves or others, cause us to stop, pause, and repent. Remind us of your love, grace, and forgiveness that we have in Jesus Christ. Thank you for your unending mercy that will never cut us off and the witness of your Spirit in our hearts and minds. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, who is both Lord and Savior. Receive this prayer, and the silent prayers of our hearts. Amen.  
	
[bookmark: _Hlk74215069]       	(Time of silence for personal prayer and confession)    	

  	Declaration of God’s Grace/The Good News of Jesus Christ   	(2 Corinthians 5:16-17)
	Leader:	So, from now on, we regard no one from a worldly point of view.
	People:	Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 
	Leader:	Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come;
	People:	The old has gone, the new is here! 
	All:	In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

	Response 582:  	Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me  
Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,
And to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,
And to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.
World without end, without end. Amen.
World without end, without end. Amen.
World without end, without end. Amen.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk217918921][bookmark: _Hlk213287345][bookmark: _Hlk218846357]Text Adapt. and Music ©2008 Paul M. Vasile
Reprinted/Streamed with permission under OneLicense.net #A-739517. All rights reserved.

	The Passing of the Peace                                
                                             
	Word with Children:  		Blair Baldwin

Children worshiping in the sanctuary, please come forward.

	As the children leave:     
[bookmark: _Hlk183516381]	     Rain Down    		Hymnal 48
Rain down, rain down;
Rain down your love on your people.
Rain down, rain down;
Rain down your love, God of life.

Text: Based on Psalm 33. Text and music © 1991, Jaime Cortez. Published by OCP.
Reprinted/Streamed with permission under OneLicense.net # A-739517. All rights reserved.

	Prayer for Illumination     

[bookmark: _Hlk130293746][bookmark: _Hlk192084987]  	Scripture Lessons:   	Psalm 136:1-9	 	Pew Bible, p. 576 (O.T.)
         	Romans 8:31-39	 	Pew Bible, p. 158 (N.T.)

  	Sermon:  	“Promise: Nothing Can Separate You from the Love of God”           

[bookmark: _Hlk211504120]Saying What We Believe/Affirmation of Faith  (unison)        
                                                                        from The Confession of 1967 (PCUSA), edited
God’s sovereign love is a mystery beyond the reach of our minds. Human thought ascribes to God superlatives of power, wisdom, and goodness. But God reveals his love in Jesus Christ by showing power in the form of a servant, wisdom in the folly of the cross, and goodness in receiving sinful people. The power of God’s love in Christ to transform the world discloses that the Redeemer is the Lord and Creator who made all things to serve the purpose of his love.

	Hymn 819:   Be Still My Soul  (all)  

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer    
		Leader:	Lord, in your mercy, 
		People:	hear our prayers.   

The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offering of Ourselves and Our Gifts
[The offering plate is at the back of the sanctuary. Please leave your gift or pledge
in the plate on your way into or out of worship.]

	Offertory:  Shall We Gather at the River	Aaron Copeland  

[bookmark: _Hlk219896321]	*Doxology 		Hymnal #606
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Public domain

	Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication  

	Hymn 14:  For the Beauty of the Earth  (all) 

	Charge and Benediction    

Southminster Benediction Response
[image: A music notes on a white background

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
 	Postlude


[bookmark: _Hlk187920225][bookmark: _Hlk98488795][bookmark: _Hlk192087701]Participants and Technical Crew  
Rev. Wendy Boden
Liturgist: Gretchen Fleming
Fellowship: Kathy Sanders
Elder at the Door: Deb Bohi
Musicians: Tom Anderson, Sara Vanderford
Worship Associate: David Kozich
Tech support: Chris Kozich, Steve Kozich

The flowers today are from Paul Jeziorski remembering his wedding anniversary with Linda (July 6) and her birthday (July 16). Paul says they used to consider July as “Linda Fest.”




Care Notes: “In everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.” -Philippians 4:6 
Even though we aren’t all together for worship, we are still collecting prayer requests! Please email or leave a message on our answering machine at 630-469-9149 if you won’t be present to fill out a prayer request slip.

Friends,   
Please make a point of sending an email, text, phone call, or filling out a blue prayer request and letting the people of Southminster know who you would like us to keep in prayer. All prayer requests are welcome. We want to be able to know who to talk to in order to follow up on all the people we pray for each week.

New requests and updates are italicized in our prayer list.
[bookmark: _Hlk195869271][bookmark: _Hlk200014811]
Joys and Concerns    
The flowers today are from Paul Jeziorski remembering his wedding anniversary with Linda (July 6) and her birthday (July 16). Paul says they used to consider July as “Linda Fest.”
We give thanks to God for joys: (Romans 12:15) “Rejoice with those who rejoice...”     
  - Our nation’s 250th birthday
  - The marriage of Joe and Tammy Henkels
  - Our Youth Mission Team arriving today at Workcamp in Wausau, Wisconsin, for a week of service
We pray for the whole world and our nation: (1 Timothy 2:1-2) “I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession, and thanksgiving be made for all people…” 
  - All those who have been affected by natural disasters: earthquakes in Venezuela, floods in Kentucky, fires in Utah, extreme heat in Europe
  - We lift up our elected officials.
  - Peace in the world and for our sister church in Cuba
  - We pray for transformed hearts for our nation.
Blessed are those who mourn: (Romans 12:15) “...weep with those who weep.”   
  - the family of former member Glenn Long, whose service was held at Southminster yesterday
  - Katie
  - All those who mourn the passing of Tom Grimsey, brother of Deb Bohi – his wife, Pat, and the Bohi-Parks and Batt families, who lost their uncle
  - All those we name in our hearts and hold dear.
We lift up those affected by cancer, along with their support systems: 
  - Prayers for Steve Henkels’ brother, Joe, and his fiancée, Tammy. Tammy has been diagnosed with stage 4 lung cancer that has spread. Their September wedding was moved up to this weekend.  
  - Rita Zapel asks prayers for Paul Stoffels, who has been diagnosed with cancer and Parkinson’s
  - We continue to pray for Colin B., Amie C., Margaret F., Karen L., Ginny O., Cis R., Heidi S., Marta S., Meagan S., Kurt Parent, who is now in palliative care, former President Joe Biden, and those we name in our hearts. 
We pray for all who are recovering from or dealing with mental, physical, or other health challenges:  
  - Susie Salins, broken elbow; hopes to know later this week whether she will need surgery 
  - Paul Jeziorski’s son, Aaron, a heart transplant recipient, that his blood clot resolves
  - Kathy Davidson asks prayers for Ray Briggs and the Briggs family, Ray is hospitalized in critical condition after he fell and cracked his skull.
  - Delmar Meester, recovering from shoulder replacement surgery
  - Ernesto
  - Cat Gaddis, who is quite ill and seeking a diagnosis
  - For all those having surgery and tests
  - For all who are dealing with Parkinson’s disease
  - All those seeking meaningful employment
  - We lift up people struggling with anxiety and depression.
  - Jim Smith, Betty Eichin, and all those in care or rehab centers, and those in isolating situations.
 
[bookmark: _Hlk204253532][bookmark: _Hlk211336273][bookmark: _Hlk212111975][bookmark: _Hlk210223539][bookmark: _Hlk211336325][bookmark: m_-8382582715159450907__Hlk168997554]This week at Southminster:  
Sunday, July 12
  Youth Mission Team leaves at 7:30 p.m. – come pray with them 
  Worship at 9:30 a.m. in person and also live on Facebook.
  Fellowship in the Narthex following worship
  Staff meeting, 11:00 a.m., Kids’ Korner
  No Adult Ed. Bible Study
  Congolese Church, 1:00-3:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall
Monday, July 13 – Pastor’s Sabbath
  Cuba Partnership meeting, 5:00 p.m. via Zoom
Tuesday-Friday: Pastor Wendy Boden’s Heart to Heart on Facebook 
     streams at approximately 5:00 p.m.  
Tuesday, July 14
  Knitting Circle, 10:00 a.m., McHenry Parlor/Library
  A.A., 7:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall   
Wednesday, July 15
  eNotes go out
Friday, July 17
  A.A., 6:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall   
Saturday, July 19
  Youth Mission Team returns
  Congolese Church music practice, 1:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Next Sunday, July 20
  Worship at 9:30 a.m. in person and also live on Facebook.
  Fellowship in the Narthex following worship
  Staff meeting, 11:00 a.m., Kids’ Korner
  Confirmation meeting, 11:15 a.m., Pastor’s office
  Adult Ed. Bible Study, 11:15 a.m., Parlor/Library
  Congolese Church, 1:00-3:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall


If you are online, we’re glad to have you! Using the comments section on Facebook, you can say hello, ask for words of peace, or request prayers.

If you are present for worship, please wear a name tag; they are on the Mission shelf in the Narthex and on the shelf across from the church offices. Following the service, you are invited by the deacons to gather for a time of fellowship in the narthex.

Our “Comfort Zone” – It is always contagion season, so we continue to have a “comfort zone” toward the back of the sanctuary. You may wear a mask, of course, if you so choose.

Sunday Morning Adult Ed. Bible Study will not meet today because Blair is away with the Youth Mission Team.

You are invited to join us on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/SouthminsterGlenEllyn/), where most weeks we have a live sharing of “Heart to Heart” with Pastor Wendy Boden Tuesdays through Fridays at approximately 5:00 p.m. 

We continue to be live on Sunday morning for worship at 9:30 a.m. (slideshow beginning at 9:15) on YouTube at
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPgWICngOvkmR1OXgCG_wiA/live
or on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/SouthminsterGlenEllyn/
If you are watching from home on Facebook, please check in and say hello so we can see that you have joined us. This is one way to make worship less “remote” and strengthen community at Southminster.
The live video will appear about 15 minutes before the scheduled start time. 
If for any reason the feed falters, rest assured that a recording will be posted to Facebook and You Tube as soon as possible.
 
[bookmark: m_-8382582715159450907__Hlk121484615]You can also find links to recordings of the weekday sessions, special services, and Sunday worship posted on our web site: https://www.southminsterpc.org/ or by going to our YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPgWICngOvkmR1OXgCG_wiA/videos
[bookmark: m_-8382582715159450907__Hlk153880095][bookmark: m_-8382582715159450907_m_-28526011949671]

Photo Stories/PowerPoints help us feel connected!
Photo Stories/PowerPoints help us prepare for worship, connect with one another, and make sure that our at-home people get both sound and sight. Here are some opportunities for you to share your photos:
   July 19: “Pets” Are you convinced yours are the prettiest, handsomest, funniest, 
      furriest, largest, smallest, dirtiest, or… whatever? Convince us with a photo or two. 
      Please send photos by Thursday, July 16).
   August 2: “Favorite Foods” Summer picnic and BBQ food? Chocolate in all its many 
      forms? Fresh fruits and garden produce? Fancy restaurant fare? Please send photos 
      of your faves by Thursday, July 30). 

Send photos to PhotoStory@Southminsterpc.org. (If you only have hard copies of your photos, please leave them in the photo box on Pastor Wendy’s desk, labeled with your name and the date they are to be used.)


Notes from Blair Nelson:    
Adult Education:  We don’t meet today as Blair N is on the mission trip. We will meet July 19, 26, and Aug. 2nd. Then Blair and Wendy will be on vacation for two Sundays. Our plan is to start 1 Corinthians on the 19th, in the coming months to work on Proverbs and 1 Corinthians, switching back and forth as we see fit. 

Men of Southminster:  Our project has moved from the planning to planning/execution stage, so the next couple of get togethers are important. Blair N sent an email on July 29th with the details for our project. Please look at that and let him know how you want to be involved. Also, Blair and Wendy will be on vacation Aug. 5-17, so our all-important August get together will have to be in late August. Please come on Wednesday, July 29, at 7:30 p.m. prepared to select a date for August.  

Youth: Aside from Mission Trip, we have Pizzaless Games on July 26th. Blair N will be asking about August dates for youth events soon. Boy, does the summer go fast!

Youth Mission Trip: Our Youth Mission Team left for Wausau, WI, this morning. The team will return the morning of the 18th.  Look forward to stories from their trip! Please pray for them and for the residents that they will be serving—for safety, effectiveness, and spiritual enrichment. 


From the Mission Ministry
School supplies for World Relief:  
In July we will again this year collect backpacks and school supplies for refugee families’ children. Please look at the bulletin board in the Narthex promoting the collection of backpacks and school supplies for World Relief during the month of July. Feel free to get whatever you want that is on the list and then drop those supplies off any time during the month of July in the plastic bins in the cloak room. The suggested list of donations is included in the July Dialog, or take a copy from the bulletin board in the Narthex. 


From the Children and Family Discipleship Ministry
Holy Innovations! Family Fun Day - Saturday, August 1, 2026, from 11 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Join us at Southminster for a day filled with learning, fun, and fellowship. All ages are welcome.

There will be activities for all age groups! A pasta bar lunch will be provided, including a variety of gluten-free and vegan options. This is a free event and open to the public. Please note: Registration is required. Please register by July 25 on the SPC website (https://www.southminsterpc.org/). If you are interested in volunteering or have questions, please contact Blair Baldwin at blairbaldwin@southminsterpc.org or call the office.

Holy Innovations! Family Fun Day is a one-day STEM-themed fellowship event for families and children of all ages, open to everyone! Children under kindergarten age must be accompanied by an adult. We will be collecting school supplies as a mission project.


From the Worship Ministry
The worship and music schedule for Summer 2026 is posted on the choir room door. Singers and instrumentalists, please sign up for dates you might want to provide an offertory or communion music. There is one more opening – September 6 (Labor Day weekend).

Sign up to donate flowers for worship! The flower chart for the remainder of 2026 is posted in the Narthex. Open dates: July 19 and 26, August 9 and 16! The price remains $35 per arrangement. If you are unable to sign up at church, contact Sarah Allen (sarah.cleland.allen@gmail.com) with your requests. 


From the Property Ministry: 
Online Sign-Up for Valet Parking
[image: ]In order to make it easier to sign up for valet parking for Sunday services we are going to an online sign-up. This will allow you to access the sign-up list from anywhere that you have a phone or computer and an internet connection.
The link to the sign-up sheet is https://volunteersignup.org/Q7W9J

Or use the QR code here (also posted at church on the bulletin board opposite the office)

If you have any questions about signing up or run into a problem when trying to sign up, contact Steve Kozich.


Invitation from the Presbytery:
Join Fellow Chicago Presbyterians for a Night at the Ballpark! (Reservations needed by July 13!)

Come enjoy an evening of fellowship and baseball as the Chicago Dogs take on the Kane County Cougars at Impact Field in Rosemont.
Date: Monday, July 20, 2026
Gathering Time: 6:00 p.m.
First Pitch: 6:30 p.m.
Location: Impact Field, 9850 Balmoral Ave, Rosemont, IL 60018
Game Tickets: $10 per person (purchase below)

Food and Beverages:
· Vouchers for a hot dog, chips, AND a fountain drink are available for $9 each (purchase below).
· Vouchers for a beer, wine, OR well cocktail are also available for $9 each 
(purchase below).
· Voucher sales end July 13. Vouchers will be distributed in person at the game by presbytery staff.

Parking: $3 per vehicle (purchase on-site)

Everyone is welcome—children, youth, adults, pastors, church staff, and friends. Bring your family, invite a friend, and join us for a fun summer evening together.

Please purchase your game tickets by Monday, July 13.
PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS HERE!
https://chicagopresbytery.org/2026/06/01/an-evening-with-the-chicago-dogs/

Questions? Please contact Megan Hendrickson: mhendrickson@chicagopresbytery.org


Jubilee Bucks
Thanks for all who ordered this month – our year-to-date total of “free money” from the sale of Jubilee Bucks is $1,267.13. 
Your next chance to order will be August 2. But remember that you can order cards at any time – Bobbi will hold your order until the next official order date. Contact Bobbi Frey by email to bobbifrey@aol.com or call/text to 630-643-3858).


People’s Resource Center: Consider the volunteer opportunities!
Southminster has supported People’s Resource Center (PRC) with food donations for many years. PRC not only takes food donations, they also take clothing, old Chromebooks, and iPads. It is also a wonderful place to volunteer if you have extra time on your hands. You can tutor people, help with ESL, assist in the computer lab with courses or updating donations, sort clothing donations, or assist clients during clothing closet hours, assist with food clients, sort and shelve food donations, pick up food donations from stores, or help with art classes. Check their web site, peoplesrc.org for volunteer opportunities. Clients, volunteers, and employees are all wonderful to interact with! 
 
Want to know more about volunteering at PRC? Long-time volunteer Bobbi Frey is always happy to talk about her experiences there. Or check the PRC website: https://www.peoplesrc.org/volunteer/.


Caring for you!    
Our Congregational Care Committee is ready to assist in time of need. If you need assistance from the Congregational Care Ministry or Helping Hands until August 11, call Deacon Barb Kocinski (630-710-4703). You may call Pastor Wendy Boden on her cell or home phone (if she has shared the numbers with you) or leave a message for her at the church office: 630-469-9149. You may email Wendy at wendy@southminsterpc.org. (Please note that she can only read email when she is in the office.) You may also call your deacon if you need help from the church.

Who is your deacon? The assignments have changed after the ordination and installation of new officers. The new list is posted in the narthex – you can check there to see who your current deacon is. Or you can contact the church (630-469-9149 or admin@southminsterpc.org) and ask.


Regular Office Schedule: 
The church office is closed on Mondays and Wednesdays.
Barb’s regular schedule is to be in the office Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays from approximately 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. while her son attends his day program on those days. Mondays and Wednesdays she works from home but can always answer church email – admin@southminsterpc.org – from there.

Grace and peace to you! Remember that we love God, neighbor, and one another. Our address is 680 South Park Blvd., Glen Ellyn, IL 60137 if you would like to set up an online account with your bank or mail in your pledge. Online giving through Vanco is also now an option –for details contact Ron Birchall.


Bearing Fruit – July 12, 2026
Welcome Home: Home is where the heart is

Dear Friends,

This morning at 7:30, the youth mission trip left for Wausau, Wisconsin, for a week of volunteer home refreshing, Bible study, worship, and fellowship. Southminster has been sending youth for the past 16 years through Group Workcamps. In years past, there have been many mission trips for the youth to learn firsthand what it is to love and serve.  

One of the people who has not only gone on mission trips with our youth but also to Cuba to visit our sister church is Sara Vanderford. You might think that we have lost touch with her since her move, but Southminster is a place of home and rest. Though we may say goodbye to someone who relocates, we never truly say goodbye.

When the Vanderfords moved to Cape Coral, Florida, we not only lost two deacons, an elder, and an active youth member, but we also lost a part of our hearts. We have missed Chris, Susan, David, and Sara. However, today we are delighted that Sara is present with us to present our offertory—Shall We Gather at the River by Aaron Copeland, a great American composer.

Sara is a graduate of Glenbard South High School and Florida State University with a bachelor's degree in music. Presently, Sara teaches music at Orangewood Elementary School. Thank you, Sara, for giving us the gift of worship and love in song.

Southminster is a sanctuary of living hope and love. Anyone may return and be welcomed home with love. Welcome home, Sara! Together we bear the fruit of God’s love.
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Now go and serve the Lord, For we are blessed to be_ a bless - ing! Al-le - lu - ia!





