[bookmark: _Hlk88076487]Southminster Presbyterian Church
[bookmark: _Hlk127877562][bookmark: _Hlk65015108]11th Sunday after Pentecost
August 9, 2026
9:30 a.m. 

Find the link for the service on one of these sites:
1) on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SouthminsterGlenEllyn/  
2) our YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPgWICngOvkmR1OXgCG_wiA/live
3) our web site: https://www.southminsterpc.org/ 

If the video feed is interrupted during the service, we will continue to record and then post the full video on Facebook and our web site as soon as possible.  


[bookmark: _Hlk64639528][bookmark: _Hlk65015151][bookmark: _Hlk83308393]	 Gathering Music/Photo Story: “Backyard Birds”   
 
[bookmark: _Hlk97753666]  	Welcome and Announcements
	Lighting the Candles/Prelude
 	    	(Philippians 1:9)
And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more 
with knowledge and full insight…

            Prelude: Largo 		G. F. Handel

[Please remain seated while singing the opening song.]
	Hymn 664:  Morning Has Broken	(all)

[bookmark: _Hlk197509110][bookmark: _Hlk82086111]	Call to Worship  	  	(Psalm 146)
	Leader:	I will praise the Lord as long as I live; 
 		I will sing praises to my God all my life long.
[bookmark: _Hlk126280184]	People:	Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 
 		whose hope is in the Lord their God. 
	Leader:	The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 
 		the Lord loves the righteous.
	People:	The Lord will reign forever, your God, O Zion, 
 		for all generations. Praise the Lord! 
	All:	Let us worship God!

	Hymn 157:  I Danced in the Morning (Lord of the Dance)   (all)

 	Prayer of Confession*:  (unison)		
You know how stubborn we can be, Holy God. 
You call us to serve others, 
   and we stay in the coolness of our own homes. 
You would send us to where the hopeless live, 
   but we are reluctant to leave the comfort of our complacency. 
You would feed us on the peace and joy of your word, 
   but we pull our chairs up to the tables of those 
   who serve false promises.

Forgive us, Guiding God. 
Transform our defiance into discipleship, 
and our rejection of others into the resurrection 
   of welcoming all people as sisters and brothers in Christ. 
Help us to love as faithfully as you have always loved us, 
and send us forth to take the good news of Jesus Christ 
   to everyone we meet.
	
[bookmark: _Hlk74215069]       	(Time of silence for personal prayer and confession)    	

  	Assurance of Pardon*   	
	Leader:	We open our lips and confess our hearts. 
 		   God hears our words and make us new, 
 		   sending us out to bring hope and joy to all the world.
	All:	We hear the good news, we believe the good news, 
 		  	 we will live out the good news. 
 		   Thanks be to God. Amen!

	Response 581:  Glory Be to the Father (Gloria Patri)        8-31-25  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen, amen.

Public domain

	The Passing of the Peace                                
                                             
	Word with Children:     		Chris Kozich

Children worshiping in the sanctuary, please come forward.

	As the children leave:     
[bookmark: _Hlk183516381]	     Rain Down    		Hymnal 48
Rain down, rain down;
Rain down your love on your people.
Rain down, rain down;
Rain down your love, God of life.

Text: Based on Psalm 33. Text and music © 1991, Jaime Cortez. Published by OCP.
Reprinted/Streamed with permission under OneLicense.net # A-739517. All rights reserved.

	Prayer for Illumination     

[bookmark: _Hlk130293746][bookmark: _Hlk192084987]  	Scripture Lessons:   	
           First Reading:          1 Samuel 3:1-10, 19-20	 	Pew Bible, p. 247 (O.T.)
           Gospel Reading:	Mark 2:23–3:6	 	Pew Bible, p. 36 (N.T.)

  	Sermon:  	“All for Us!”           

[bookmark: _Hlk211504120]Saying What We Believe/Affirmation of Faith  (unison)       from A Brief Statement of Faith (PCUSA)
In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, 
to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace.
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”
With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen.

	Hymn 726:   Will You Come and Follow Me (The Summons)  (all)  	   

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer    
		Leader:	Lord, in your mercy, 
		People:	hear our prayers.   

The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offering of Ourselves and Our Gifts
[The offering plate is at the back of the sanctuary. Please leave your gift or pledge
in the plate on your way into or out of worship.]

	Offertory:  	From a Distance 	Julie Gold
    		James Van Camp, voice and guitar

[bookmark: _Hlk219896321]	*Doxology 		Hymnal #606
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Public domain

	Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication  

	Hymn 69:  I, the Lord of Sea and Sky (Here I Am, Lord)  (all) 

	Charge and Benediction    

Charge and Benediction 
   	Leader:	Now go and serve the Lord,
  	People: 	For we are blessed to be a blessing! Alleluia!

 	Postlude:  This Is My Father’s World 	arr. Pethel

* Confession and Pardon written by Thom Shuman (2006), and posted on Lectionary Liturgies.  http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.ca/ Used with permission.


[bookmark: _Hlk187920225][bookmark: _Hlk98488795][bookmark: _Hlk192087701]Participants and Technical Crew  
Guest preacher: Rev. Grayson Van Camp
Liturgist: Gretchen Fleming
Worship Host: Lanny Russell
Fellowship: John Pezl
Elder at the Door: Angela Smith
Guest Musicians: Cindy Trowbridge, James Van Camp
Worship Associate: David Kozich
Tech support: Chris Kozich, Steve Kozich

The flowers today are from John Pezl, with blessings for Southminster.



Care Notes: “In everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.” -Philippians 4:6 
Even though we aren’t all together for worship, we are still collecting prayer requests! Please email or leave a message on our answering machine at 630-469-9149 if you won’t be present to fill out a prayer request slip.

Friends,   
Please make a point of sending an email, text, phone call, or filling out a blue prayer request and letting the people of Southminster know who you would like us to keep in prayer. All prayer requests are welcome. We want to be able to know who to talk to in order to follow up on all the people we pray for each week.

[bookmark: _Hlk195869271][bookmark: _Hlk200014811]New requests and updates are italicized in our prayer list.

Joys and Concerns    
The flowers today are from John Pezl, with blessings for Southminster.
We give thanks to God for joys: (Romans 12:15) “Rejoice with those who rejoice...”    
  - We thank God for all the people in the world. (Ivy)
We pray for the whole world and our nation: (1 Timothy 2:1-2) “I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession, and thanksgiving be made for all people…” 
  - All those who have been affected by tornadoes and power outages in our area, especially victims in the south suburbs (Lansing and Homewood), as well as those surviving natural disasters elsewhere: earthquakes in Venezuela and Japan, floods in Kentucky and Missouri, fires in Washington, extreme heat in Europe, flooding in Ghana
  - We pray for the new school year, that it will be amazing for students and teachers! For those entering new schools (Marian and Joe and others). And that those who are in marching band will have good performances. (from one of our young people)
  - We lift up our elected officials.
  - Peace in the world and for our sister church in Cuba
  - We pray for transformed hearts for our nation.
Blessed are those who mourn: (Romans 12:15) “...weep with those who weep.”   
  - The family and friends of Franklin Weber, who died at age 93
  - Deb Bohi asks prayers for the family and friends of Judy Doyle
  - All those who mourn the passing of Tom Grimsey, brother of Deb Bohi – his wife, Pat, and the Bohi-Parks and Batt families, who lost their uncle
  - All those we name in our hearts and hold dear.
We lift up those affected by cancer, along with their support systems: 
  - Kathy and Steve Sanders ask prayers for Miles, the 15-year-old grandson of friends, who will have surgery on August 19 to remove a cancerous tumor.
  - Dean, whose mouth cancer has returned
  - We continue to pray for Colin B., Amie C., Rick C., Margaret F., Tammy H., Karen L., Ginny O., Joanne O., Cis R., Heidi S., Marta S., Meagan S., Paul S.,  Kurt Parent, who is now in palliative care, former President Joe Biden, and those we name in our hearts. 
We pray for all who are recovering from or dealing with mental, physical, or other health challenges:  
  - Susie Salins is recovering well from surgery for her broken elbow. She is thankful for prayers!
  - Kathy Davidson asks continued prayers for Ray Briggs and the Briggs family. Ray has been hospitalized for 3 weeks with a brain injury.
  - Pat Wiedner, recovering from knee surgery
  - For all those who are missing family
  - Terri Russell, who had knee surgery 
  - Healing for Sandy Patterson, who had a bad fall
  - Continuing prayers for Jack Thorne, who is now at Good Sam
  - Paul Jeziorski’s son, Aaron, a heart transplant recipient, that his blood clot resolves
  - Ian
  - Delmar Meester, recovering from shoulder replacement surgery
  - Ernesto and his family
  - Cat Gaddis, who is quite ill and seeking a diagnosis
  - For all those having surgery and tests
  - For all who are dealing with Parkinson’s disease
  - All those seeking meaningful employment
  - We lift up people struggling with anxiety and depression.
  - Jim Smith, Betty Eichin, and all those in care or rehab centers, and those in isolating situations.
[bookmark: _Hlk211336325][bookmark: _Hlk204253532][bookmark: _Hlk211336273][bookmark: _Hlk212111975][bookmark: _Hlk210223539][bookmark: m_-8382582715159450907__Hlk168997554]

This week at Southminster:  
Pastor Wendy Boden and Blair Nelson are away until August 18. If you have 
     a pastoral care emergency in that time, you may call Rev. Ron Beauchamp 
     of Hope Presbyterian Church in Wheaton: 630-945-7259.
Heart to Heart will resume Tuesday, August 18, when Wendy is back. 

Sunday, August 9
  Worship at 9:30 a.m. in person and also live on Facebook. 
     Guest preacher: Rev. Grayson Van Camp
  Fellowship in the Narthex following worship
  No Staff meeting or Adult Ed. Bible Study
  Congolese Church, 1:00-3:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall
Tuesday, August 11
  Knitting Circle, 10:00 a.m., McHenry Parlor/Library
  Deacons, 7:00 p.m., McHenry Parlor/Library
  A.A., 7:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall   
Wednesday, August 12
  Property Ministry, 7:00 p.m., McHenry Parlor/Library
Thursday, August 13
  Session docket deadline, noon
Friday, August 14
  A.A., 6:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall   
Saturday, August 15
  Congolese Church music practice, 1:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Next Sunday, August 16
  Worship at 9:30 a.m. in person and also live on Facebook. 
     Guest preacher: Rev. Dr. Craig Howard
  Fellowship celebrating the Chicago Crosstown Classic (and all things 
     baseball) in the Narthex following worship
  No Staff meeting or Adult Ed. Bible Study
  Congolese Church, 1:00-3:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall


If you are online, we’re glad to have you! Using the comments section on Facebook, you can say hello, ask for words of peace, or request prayers.

If you are present for worship, please wear a name tag; they are on the Mission shelf in the Narthex and on the shelf across from the church offices. Following the service, you are invited by the deacons to gather for a time of fellowship in the narthex.

Our “Comfort Zone” – It is always contagion season, so we continue to have a “comfort zone” toward the back of the sanctuary. You may wear a mask, of course, if you so choose.

Sunday Morning Adult Ed. Bible Study will not meet while Blair is away. Class resumes on August 23.

You are invited to join us on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/SouthminsterGlenEllyn/), where most weeks we have a live sharing of “Heart to Heart” with Pastor Wendy Boden Tuesdays through Fridays at approximately 5:00 p.m. There will be no Heart to Heart while Wendy is on vacation. Tune in again starting on August 18.

We continue to be live on Sunday morning for worship at 9:30 a.m. (slideshow beginning at 9:15) on YouTube at
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPgWICngOvkmR1OXgCG_wiA/live
or on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/SouthminsterGlenEllyn/
If you are watching from home on Facebook, please check in and say hello so we can see that you have joined us. This is one way to make worship less “remote” and strengthen community at Southminster.
The live video will appear about 15 minutes before the scheduled start time. 
If for any reason the feed falters, rest assured that a recording will be posted to Facebook and You Tube as soon as possible.
 
[bookmark: m_-8382582715159450907__Hlk121484615]You can also find links to recordings of the weekday sessions, special services, and Sunday worship posted on our web site: https://www.southminsterpc.org/ or by going to our YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPgWICngOvkmR1OXgCG_wiA/videos
[bookmark: m_-8382582715159450907__Hlk153880095][bookmark: m_-8382582715159450907_m_-28526011949671]

Photo Stories/PowerPoints help us feel connected!
Photo Stories/PowerPoints help us prepare for worship, connect with one another, and make sure that our at-home people get both sound and sight. Here are some opportunities for you to share your photos:
   August 16: “Baseball!” Any baseball-themed photos would be great, but especially 
       anything related to the Sox and Cubs, because it’s the Sunday before the next Chicago 
       Crosstown Classic! Please send photos by this Thursday, August 13.
   August 30: “Back to School” Children, youth, college students, teachers… now or from 
        your past. Please send photos by Thursday, August 27.
   September 6: “Your Road Trips” Photos from your travels! Please send photos 
        by Thursday, September 3.

Send photos to PhotoStory@Southminsterpc.org. (If you only have hard copies of your photos, please leave them in the photo box on Pastor Wendy’s desk, labeled with your name and the date they are to be used.)


Notes from Blair Nelson:    
Adult Education: Our adult Bible class will not meet today or Aug. 16. Join us on Aug. 23 as we resume our study of 1 Corinthians, an inspiring epistle to a problematic church.

Men of Southminster:  We meet next on Aug. 20 (yes, a Thursday) at 7:30 p.m. This is important since it is our last meeting before our big event on Sept. 12.

Youth: We need to retool our youth program for the fall. So, please look at the text from Blair N about meeting the soonest Sunday everyone will be here. Blair and Wendy are out of town this and the following Sunday, Aug. 9 and 16. 

The Cat Gaddis Project:  By now you have heard about the outreach project of the Men of Southminster. Please read the information in the August Dialog. We are hosting the Rhythm and Blues band The Cat Gaddis Project on Saturday, Sept. 12, from 1:00-3:00 p.m. The purpose is to attract folks into our building for entertainment and to meet us. The goal is to raise the local community’s awareness of Southminster’s presence and for folks to get to know us. Please help us get the word out. There will be flyers for you to pick up and give to friends and family or post on community bulletin boards and the like. Soon there will be a digital flyer that you can post to your social media. Also, please plan to come and bring Southminster hospitality to our visitors during the meet and greet after the performance. Check out the information at https://www.southminsterpc.org/blues-r-b-concert. 


From the Worship and Music Ministry
We are changing the timing of our choir rehearsals, starting the second Sunday in September! No more Thursday evenings – we will rehearse at 8:30 on Sunday mornings and sing on communion Sundays and special occasions. Read more about that change in the Bearing Fruit at the end of this bulletin or in the August Dialog.


From the Children and Family Discipleship Ministry
Holy Innovations! has been rescheduled to run concurrently with the men’s group’s Cat Gaddis Project concert on Saturday afternoon, September 12. Blair Baldwin and helpers will have special activities, and she will also arrange nursery care for children age 5 and under. We will need adult volunteers – more on this later.


From the Property Ministry: 
Online Sign-Up for Valet Parking
[image: ]In order to make it easier to sign up for valet parking for Sunday services we are going to an online sign-up. This will allow you to access the sign-up list from anywhere that you have a phone or computer and an internet connection.
The link to the sign-up sheet is https://volunteersignup.org/Q7W9J

Or use the QR code here (also posted at church on the bulletin board opposite the office)

If you have any questions about signing up or run into a problem when trying to sign up, contact Steve Kozich.


Presbyterian Readers: Read and discuss with us
Presbyterian Readers will meet on Wednesday, August 19, at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. The August book is Lula Dean's Little Library of Banned Books by Kirsten Miller, a novel about a small Southern town where a local busybody, Lula Dean, starts a lending library to replace books she's had banned from the public library, unaware that a local teen is secretly restocking it with actual banned books. The book, published in June 2024, is a humorous and poignant story about censorship, friendship, and the power of literature, set in Troy, Georgia. 

Join our Cloud HD Video Meeting on Wednesday, August 19, at 7:00 p.m. through this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86861724721?pwd=TE0yYXZGZUtUNkdvYWh4UEhaTFc0dz09
Meeting ID: 868 6172 4721    Passcode: 600865
For more information about the Readers, contact Rita Zapel at rboserup@sbcglobal.net.  


A community invitation from Hope Presbyterian Church:
This year marks the 25th anniversary of the events of September 11, 2001. Hope Presbyterian Church in Wheaton is inviting the whole community to a vigil to memorialize the tragic losses that day.
Date: Friday, September 11
Time: 7:00 p.m.
Location: Hope Presbyterian Church, 1771 S. Wiesbrook Rd., Wheaton 60189

Hope Church is inviting a representative of Southminster to share a 3-5 minute prayer, poem, or meditation. If you would like to participate in that event, please RSVP by August 15 to Hope at 630-668-7750 or via email to hopepreswheaton1771@gmail.com.


Jubilee Bucks 
Thanks to all who ordered Jubilee Bucks gift cards on August 2. So far this year, our purchases have earned Southminster $1,418.52 in “free” money (through rebates from the purchase of each card). Remember that gift cards are not just for giving away! You can also order for purchases you regularly make for yourself (i.e. for groceries, gas, dining out, and more). You can give Bobbi Frey your order at any time—she will just hold it until the next order date. Contact her at bobbifrey@aol.com or by call or text to 630-643-3858.

Your next chance to order will be September 6.


People’s Resource Center: 
Since 1975, People's Resource Center (PRC) has been bringing neighbors together to respond to hunger and poverty in DuPage County.

We at Southminster have supported PRC for decades by donating non-perishable food items and personal care products. But did you know that PRC offers so much more than the food pantry? Their website describes their efforts to provide computer training, social services, job assistance, art programs, adult learning and literacy, and a clothes closet! Maybe there are other ways you can help… or maybe you know someone who needs help. Check the PRC website: https://www.peoplesrc.org/volunteer/.


Caring for you!    
Our Congregational Care Committee is ready to assist in time of need. If you need assistance from the Congregational Care Ministry or Helping Hands until September 8, call Deacon Barb Kocinski (630-710-4703). You may also call your deacon if you need help from the church.

Pastor Wendy Boden and Blair Nelson will be away August 6-17. If you need pastoral care during that time, you may contact Rev. Ron Beauchamp of Hope Presbyterian Church, phone 630-945-7259.

Who is your deacon? The assignments have changed after the ordination and installation of new officers. The new list is posted in the narthex – you can check there to see who your current deacon is. Or you can contact the church (630-469-9149 or admin@southminsterpc.org) and ask.


Regular Office Schedule: 
The church office is closed on Mondays and Wednesdays.
Barb’s regular schedule is to be in the office Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays from approximately 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. while her son attends his day program on those days. Mondays and Wednesdays she works from home but can always answer church email – admin@southminsterpc.org – from there.

Grace and peace to you! Remember that we love God, neighbor, and one another. Our address is 680 South Park Blvd., Glen Ellyn, IL 60137 if you would like to set up an online account with your bank or mail in your pledge. Online giving through Vanco is also now an option –for details contact Ron Birchall.


Bearing Fruit – August 9, 2026
Sing Out! 

As we prepare for another new school year, it's also time to look ahead to a new choir season. This year, as always, we will start choir rehearsals right after Labor Day. Choir practice will resume on Sunday morning, September 13, at 8:30!

We're excited to introduce a new, more inclusive approach to incorporating music into our worship experience. The choir will rehearse on Sunday mornings before worship (not on Thursday evenings) and will sing an offertory anthem only once a month (on first/Communion Sundays, at least through the end of 2026), plus any special occasions like Christmas Eve. We will continue to rehearse weekly and to present anthems regularly. The hope is that this change will allow more members of our congregation to participate in our music ministry in ways that work best for them. You do not need to attend every rehearsal to be included in singing with the choir on a communion Sunday.

Many people have other commitments on weeknights and cannot commit to the Thursday schedule; we hope some of those people will decide that coming early to church (by 8:30) on Sunday instead of on a weeknight—especially with a less demanding "performance" schedule for choral numbers—makes their occasional choir participation easier. (This, dear reader, means you.) Additionally, this opens more opportunities for other musical offerings—solos, duets, and collaborations we've enjoyed this summer and over the past couple of years, as the choir scaled back its offertory schedule to roughly every other Sunday.

Later this month, we'll have an updated sign-up sheet for fall's other musical offerings on the choir room door, and you can expect the recruitment for additional offertory volunteers to increase accordingly. One of my favorite parts of leading music ministry is helping people feel comfortable and capable and setting them up for success; I would love to work with you to prepare a musical offering that highlights your gifts (even the ones you may not realize you have). Music Director Tom Anderson will be available after vacation—at church or via tomanderson101@gmail.com or 651-246-5029, whichever works best—to answer questions or discuss any concerns you have about our church's music ministry.

You do NOT need to be a "regular" member of the choir to participate; if you're unsure, please consider trying it once on a Sunday—no commitment required—and see how you feel. Our first offertory anthem will be sung on Sunday, October 4 (World Communion Sunday). Thank you for making SPC a truly special place to come together in worship. 

Welcome Today to Our Worship Service!
Today we warmly welcome Rev. Grayson Van Camp and her husband, James, into the pulpit. We know them well after preaching (Grayson) and singing (James) for us many times! Grayson mourns with us the passing of Danby Station and would appreciate suggestions on where to have brunch after worship and fellowship. Despite the Deacons hosting a fun summer fellowship and treats after church on August 16 for the Chicago Crosstown Classic baseball theme, the Van Camps have no favorite sports team. But if you do, get in the spirit by wearing your favorite Chicago baseball team apparel on the 16th (are you cheering for the North or South Siders?) or any baseball team of your choice.  

We also warmly welcome Cindy Trowbridge as our accompanist today while our Music Director is away. Cindy performs as a collaborative pianist in recitals and competitions across the Chicago area. She is a member of the piano faculty at the College of DuPage, where she teaches private and group piano classes and works as a staff accompanist. Cindy also serves as an accompanist for vocal and instrumental studios and recitals at Wheaton College. She is the principal pianist for the Credo Flute Summer Festival and has played piano for DuPage Opera Theater and served as music director for Wheaton College’s Opera Music Theater program.

We are a fellowship of Christians who seek to bear the fruit of God’s lives together and out in our community.
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