[bookmark: _Hlk88076487]Southminster Presbyterian Church
[bookmark: _Hlk127877562][bookmark: _Hlk65015108]12th Sunday after Pentecost
August 16, 2026
9:30 a.m. 

Find the link for the service on one of these sites:
1) on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SouthminsterGlenEllyn/  
2) our YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPgWICngOvkmR1OXgCG_wiA/live
3) our web site: https://www.southminsterpc.org/ 

If the video feed is interrupted during the service, we will continue to record and then post the full video on Facebook and our web site as soon as possible.  


[bookmark: _Hlk64639528][bookmark: _Hlk65015151][bookmark: _Hlk83308393]	 Gathering Music/Photo Story: “Baseball (Chicago Crosstown Classic)”   
 
[bookmark: _Hlk97753666]  	Welcome and Announcements
	Lighting the Candles/Prelude
	    	(Philippians 1:9)
And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more 
with knowledge and full insight…

            Prelude:  Oh, How He Loves You and Me 	arr. Hayes

[Please remain seated while singing the opening song.]
	Hymn 749:  Come! Live in the Light

[bookmark: _Hlk197509110][bookmark: _Hlk82086111]	Call to Worship  	  	
	Leader:	May the doors of this church be wide enough to receive all 
  		who hunger for love;
[bookmark: _Hlk126280184]	People:	May we welcome all who are lonely and burdened;
	Leader:	May our doors be narrow enough to shut out pettiness and pride;
	People:	May envy and enmity have no place here. May we rest in the Lord!
	All:	Together we worship God.

	Hymn 401:  Here in This Place (Gather Us In)   (all)

 	Prayer of Confession:  (unison)		
[bookmark: _Hlk197511416]Lord God, we would rather be comfortable than challenged, but because we seek to love, serve, and follow you, we will give up comfort and preferences to be your people in the world. We are grateful that you do not ask us to go it alone — we have tasted your love and grace in Jesus Christ. We have the presence of your Spirit in our hearts and in those around us. Help us to walk in your ways each and every day. In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen.  
	
[bookmark: _Hlk74215069]       	(Time of silence for personal prayer and confession)    	

  	Declaration of God’s Grace/The Good News of Jesus Christ   	(2 Corinthians 5:16-17)
	Leader:	So, from now on, we regard no one from a worldly point of view.
	People:	Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 
	Leader:	Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come;
	People:	The old has gone, the new is here! 
	All:	In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

	Response 581:  Glory Be to the Father (Gloria Patri)        8-31-25  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen, amen.

Public domain

	The Passing of the Peace                                
                                             
	Word with Children:  		Jessica Bohi-Parks

Children worshiping in the sanctuary, please come forward.

	As the children leave:    
[bookmark: _Hlk183516381]	     Rain Down    		Hymnal 48
Rain down, rain down;
Rain down your love on your people.
Rain down, rain down;
Rain down your love, God of life.

Text: Based on Psalm 33. Text and music © 1991, Jaime Cortez. Published by OCP.
Reprinted/Streamed with permission under OneLicense.net # A-739517. All rights reserved.

	Prayer for Illumination     

[bookmark: _Hlk130293746][bookmark: _Hlk192084987]  	Scripture Lessons:   	Isaiah 56:6-8	 	Pew Bible, p. 686 (O.T.)
         	Matthew 15:21-28	 	Pew Bible, p. 17 (N.T.)

  	Sermon:  	“Just Give Me the Crumbs”                                   Rev. Dr. Craig Howard

[bookmark: _Hlk211504120]Saying What We Believe/Affirmation of Faith  (unison)       from A Brief Statement of Faith (PCUSA)
In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, 
to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries
 in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace.

	Hymn 753:   Make Me a Channel of Your Peace  (all)  

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer    
		Leader:	Lord, in your mercy, 
		People:	hear our prayers.   

The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offering of Ourselves and Our Gifts
[The offering plate is at the back of the sanctuary. Please leave your gift or pledge
in the plate on your way into or out of worship.]

	Offertory:  How Great Thou Art

[bookmark: _Hlk219896321]	*Doxology 		Hymnal #606
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Public domain

	Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication  

	Hymn 65:  Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah  (all) 

	Charge and Benediction    

Charge and Benediction 
   	Leader:	Now go and serve the Lord,
  	People: 	For we are blessed to be a blessing! Alleluia!

 	Postlude:  O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 	arr. Hayes


[bookmark: _Hlk187920225][bookmark: _Hlk98488795][bookmark: _Hlk192087701]Participants and Technical Crew  
Guest preacher: Rev. Dr. Craig Howard 
Liturgist: Ann Anderson
Worship Host: Lanny Russell
Fellowship: Anny Davidson
Elder at the Door: Jay Lerch
Musicians: Cindy Trowbridge, Jessica Bohi-Parks
Worship Associate: David Kozich
Tech support: Chris Kozich, Alec Parks

The flowers today are from Sue and Dion Clary remembering Dan Bohi, with love to Deb, Jessica, Megan, and all the family. “Your ‘Bo’ was the best!”



Care Notes: “In everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.” -Philippians 4:6 
Even though we aren’t all together for worship, we are still collecting prayer requests! Please email or leave a message on our answering machine at 630-469-9149 if you won’t be present to fill out a prayer request slip.

Friends,   
Please make a point of sending an email, text, phone call, or filling out a blue prayer request and letting the people of Southminster know who you would like us to keep in prayer. All prayer requests are welcome. We want to be able to know who to talk to in order to follow up on all the people we pray for each week.

New requests and updates are italicized in our prayer list.

Joys and Concerns    
The flowers today are from Sue and Dion Clary remembering Dan Bohi, with love to Deb, Jessica, Megan, and all the family. “Your ‘Bo’ was the best!”.
We give thanks to God for joys: (Romans 12:15) “Rejoice with those who rejoice...”    
  - We thank guest preachers and musicians who have helped lead our worship services so our staff could enjoy time away.
  - We thank God for all the people in the world. (Ivy)
We pray for the whole world and our nation: (1 Timothy 2:1-2) “I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession, and thanksgiving be made for all people…” 
  - All those who have been affected by tornadoes and power outages in our area, especially victims in the south suburbs (Lansing and Homewood), as well as those surviving natural disasters elsewhere: earthquakes in Venezuela and Japan, floods in Kentucky and Missouri, fires in Washington, extreme heat in Europe, flooding in Ghana
  - We pray for the new school year, that it will be amazing for students and teachers! For those entering new schools (Clark, Marian, Joe and others). And that those who are in marching band will have good performances. (from one of our young people)
  - We lift up our elected officials.
  - Peace in the world and for our sister church in Cuba
  - We pray for transformed hearts for our nation.
Blessed are those who mourn: (Romans 12:15) “...weep with those who weep.”   
  - Pray for the family of Odelta, one of our friends in Cuba, and for our sister church as they mourn her there.
  - SFC Jack Baker, who was killed during the Korean War but remained unidentified until 2025, was finally laid to rest in DeKalb last weekend.
  - The family and friends of Franklin Weber, who died at age 93
  - Deb Bohi asks prayers for the family and friends of Judy Doyle
  - All those who mourn the passing of Tom Grimsey, brother of Deb Bohi – his wife, Pat, and the Bohi-Parks and Batt families, who lost their uncle
  - All those we name in our hearts and hold dear.
We lift up those affected by cancer, along with their support systems: 
  - Kathy and Steve Sanders ask prayers for Miles, the 15-year-old grandson of friends, who will have surgery on August 19 to remove a cancerous tumor.
  - We continue to pray for Dean, Colin B., Amie C., Rick C., Margaret F., Tammy H., Karen L., Ginny O., Joanne O., Cis R., Heidi S., Marta S., Meagan S., Paul S.,  Kurt Parent, who is now in palliative care, former President Joe Biden, and those we name in our hearts. 
We pray for all who are recovering from or dealing with mental, physical, or other health challenges:  
  - Susie Salins is recovering well from surgery for her broken elbow. She is thankful for prayers!
  - Kathy Davidson asks continued prayers for Ray Briggs and his family as he continues to recover from his brain injury.
  - Pat Wiedner, recovering from knee surgery
  - For all those who are missing family
  - Terri Russell, who had knee surgery 
  - Healing for Sandy Patterson, who had a bad fall
  - Continuing prayers for Jack Thorne, who is now at Good Sam
  - Paul Jeziorski’s son, Aaron, a heart transplant recipient, that his blood clot resolves
  - Ian
  - Delmar Meester, recovering from shoulder replacement surgery
  - Ernesto and his family
  - Cat Gaddis, who is quite ill and seeking a diagnosis
  - For all those having surgery and tests
  - For all who are dealing with Parkinson’s disease
  - All those seeking meaningful employment
  - We lift up people struggling with anxiety and depression.
  - Jim Smith, Betty Eichin, and all those in care or rehab centers, and those in isolating situations.


This week at Southminster:  
Pastor Wendy Boden and Blair Nelson are away until August 18. If you have 
     a pastoral care emergency before Tuesday, you may call Rev. Ron Beauchamp 
     of Hope Presbyterian Church in Wheaton: 630-945-7259.
Heart to Heart will resume Tuesday, August 18, when Wendy is back. 

Sunday, August 16
  Worship at 9:30 a.m. in person and also live on Facebook. 
     Guest preacher: Rev. Dr. Craig Howard
  Fellowship celebrating the Chicago Crosstown Classic (and all things 
     baseball) in the Narthex following worship
  No Staff meeting or Adult Ed. Bible Study
  Congolese Church, 1:00-3:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall

Tuesday-Friday: Pastor Wendy Boden’s Heart to Heart on Facebook 
     streams at approximately 5:00 p.m.   

Tuesday, August 18
  Staff calendar meeting, 12:30 p.m., McHenry Parlor/Library
  Session, 7:00 p.m., McHenry Parlor/Library
  A.A., 7:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall   
Wednesday, August 19
  eNotes go out
  Presbyterian Readers, 7:00 p.m. via Zoom
Thursday, August 20
  Men of Southminster, 7:30 p.m., Parlor/Library
  Young Adults Video Club, 8:30 p.m.
Friday, August 21
  A.A., 6:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall   
Saturday, August 22
  Pastor Wendy at Presbytery Records meeting, 9:00 a.m.
  Congolese Church music practice, 1:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Next Sunday, August 23
  Worship at 9:30 a.m. in person and also live on Facebook. 
  Fellowship in the Narthex following worship
  Staff meeting, 11:00 a.m., Kids’ Corner
  Adult Ed. Bible Study, 11:15 a.m., McHenry Parlor/Library
  Congolese Church, 1:00-3:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall


If you are online, we’re glad to have you! Using the comments section on Facebook, you can say hello, ask for words of peace, or request prayers.

If you are present for worship, please wear a name tag; they are on the Mission shelf in the Narthex and on the shelf across from the church offices. Following the service, you are invited by the deacons to gather for a time of fellowship in the narthex.

Our “Comfort Zone” – It is always contagion season, so we continue to have a “comfort zone” toward the back of the sanctuary. You may wear a mask, of course, if you so choose.

Sunday Morning Adult Ed. Bible Study will not meet while Blair is away. Class resumes next Sunday, August 23.

You are invited to join us on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/SouthminsterGlenEllyn/), where most weeks we have a live sharing of “Heart to Heart” with Pastor Wendy Boden Tuesdays through Fridays at approximately 5:00 p.m. There will be no Heart to Heart while Wendy is on vacation. Tune in again starting on August 18.

We continue to be live on Sunday morning for worship at 9:30 a.m. (slideshow beginning at 9:15) on YouTube at
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPgWICngOvkmR1OXgCG_wiA/live
or on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/SouthminsterGlenEllyn/
If you are watching from home on Facebook, please check in and say hello so we can see that you have joined us. This is one way to make worship less “remote” and strengthen community at Southminster.
The live video will appear about 15 minutes before the scheduled start time. 
If for any reason the feed falters, rest assured that a recording will be posted to Facebook and You Tube as soon as possible.
 
You can also find links to recordings of the weekday sessions, special services, and Sunday worship posted on our web site: https://www.southminsterpc.org/ or by going to our YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPgWICngOvkmR1OXgCG_wiA/videos


Photo Stories/PowerPoints help us feel connected!
Photo Stories/PowerPoints help us prepare for worship, connect with one another, and make sure that our at-home people get both sound and sight. Here are some opportunities for you to share your photos:
   August 30: “Back to School” Children, youth, college students, teachers… now or from 
        your past. Please send photos by Thursday, August 27.
   September 6: “Your Road Trips” Photos from your travels! Please send photos 
        by Thursday, September 3.

Send photos to PhotoStory@Southminsterpc.org. (If you only have hard copies of your photos, please leave them in the photo box on Pastor Wendy’s desk, labeled with your name and the date they are to be used.)



Notes from Blair Nelson:    
Adult Education: Our adult Bible class will not meet today. Join us next Sunday, August 23, as we resume our study of 1 Corinthians, an inspiring epistle to a problematic church.

Men of Southminster:  We meet next on Aug. 20 (yes, a Thursday) at 7:30 p.m. This is important since it is our last meeting before our big event on Sept. 12.

Youth: We need to retool our youth program for the fall. So, please look at the text from Blair N about meeting the soonest Sunday everyone will be here. Blair and Wendy are still out of town this Sunday, Aug. 16. 

The Cat Gaddis Project:  By now you have heard about the outreach project of the Men of Southminster. Please read the information in the August Dialog. We are hosting the Rhythm and Blues band The Cat Gaddis Project on Saturday, Sept. 12, from 1:00-3:00 p.m. The purpose is to attract folks into our building for entertainment and to meet us. The goal is to raise the local community’s awareness of Southminster’s presence and for folks to get to know us. Please help us get the word out. There are flyers in the narthex for you to pick up and give to friends and family or post on community bulletin boards and the like. And on Tuesday there was an eBlast with a digital flyer that you can post to your social media.Also, please plan to come and bring Southminster hospitality to our visitors during the meet and greet after the performance. Check out the information at https://www.southminsterpc.org/blues-r-b-concert. 


From the Worship and Music Ministry
We are changing the timing of our choir rehearsals, starting the second Sunday in September! No more Thursday evenings – we will rehearse at 8:30 on Sunday mornings and sing on communion Sundays and special occasions. Read more about that change in the August Dialog.


From the Children and Family Discipleship Ministry
Holy Innovations! has been rescheduled to run concurrently with the men’s group’s Cat Gaddis Project concert on Saturday afternoon, September 12. Blair Baldwin and helpers will have special activities, and she will also arrange nursery care for children age 5 and under. We will need adult volunteers – more on this later.


From the Property Ministry: 
Online Sign-Up for Valet Parking
[image: ]In order to make it easier to sign up for valet parking for Sunday services we are going to an online sign-up. This will allow you to access the sign-up list from anywhere that you have a phone or computer and an internet connection.
The link to the sign-up sheet is https://volunteersignup.org/Q7W9J

Or use the QR code here (also posted at church on the bulletin board opposite the office)

If you have any questions about signing up or run into a problem when trying to sign up, contact Steve Kozich.


Presbyterian Readers: Read and discuss with us
Presbyterian Readers will meet this Wednesday, August 19, at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. The August book is Lula Dean's Little Library of Banned Books by Kirsten Miller, a novel about a small Southern town where a local busybody, Lula Dean, starts a lending library to replace books she's had banned from the public library, unaware that a local teen is secretly restocking it with actual banned books. The book, published in June 2024, is a humorous and poignant story about censorship, friendship, and the power of literature, set in Troy, Georgia. 

Join our Cloud HD Video Meeting on Wednesday, August 19, at 7:00 p.m. through this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86861724721?pwd=TE0yYXZGZUtUNkdvYWh4UEhaTFc0dz09
Meeting ID: 868 6172 4721    Passcode: 600865
For more information about the Readers, contact Rita Zapel at rboserup@sbcglobal.net.  


Jubilee Bucks 
Thanks to all who ordered Jubilee Bucks gift cards on August 2. So far this year, our purchases have earned Southminster $1,418.52 in “free” money (through rebates from the purchase of each card). Remember that gift cards are not just for giving away! You can also order for purchases you regularly make for yourself (i.e. for groceries, gas, dining out, and more). You can give Bobbi Frey your order at any time—she will just hold it until the next order date. Contact her at bobbifrey@aol.com or by call or text to 630-643-3858.

Your next chance to order will be September 6.


People’s Resource Center: 
Since 1975, People's Resource Center (PRC) has been bringing neighbors together to respond to hunger and poverty in DuPage County.

We at Southminster have supported PRC for decades by donating non-perishable food items and personal care products. But did you know that PRC offers so much more than the food pantry? Their website describes their efforts to provide computer training, social services, job assistance, art programs, adult learning and literacy, and a clothes closet! Maybe there are other ways you can help… or maybe you know someone who needs help. Check the PRC website: https://www.peoplesrc.org/volunteer/.


Caring for you!    
Our Congregational Care Committee is ready to assist in time of need. If you need assistance from the Congregational Care Ministry or Helping Hands until September 8, call Deacon Barb Kocinski (630-710-4703). You may also call your deacon if you need help from the church.

Pastor Wendy Boden and Blair Nelson are away until Tuesday, August 18. If you need pastoral care during that time, you may contact Rev. Ron Beauchamp of Hope Presbyterian Church, phone 630-945-7259.

Who is your deacon? The assignments have changed after the ordination and installation of new officers. The new list is posted in the narthex – you can check there to see who your current deacon is. Or you can contact the church (630-469-9149 or admin@southminsterpc.org) and ask.


Regular Office Schedule: 
The church office is closed on Mondays and Wednesdays.
Barb’s regular schedule is to be in the office Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays from approximately 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. while her son attends his day program on those days. Mondays and Wednesdays she works from home but can always answer church email – admin@southminsterpc.org – from there.

Grace and peace to you! Remember that we love God, neighbor, and one another. Our address is 680 South Park Blvd., Glen Ellyn, IL 60137 if you would like to set up an online account with your bank or mail in your pledge. Online giving through Vanco is also now an option –for details contact Ron Birchall.


A Note of Thanks
Amie Cantarella is extremely grateful to the Southminster women who planned and conducted a great pop-up sale on her behalf last week. These talented ladies displayed Amie’s merchandise to look really desirable.

People often say that the thing they like most about Southminster is the feeling of care and concern. These 10 women are a perfect example of that spirit of community: Angela, Ann, Elise, Heidi, Julie, Kathy S., Lynn, Rita, Sarah, and Sue.

And a heartfelt thank you to those who shopped the sale making it a big success.


Bearing Fruit – August 16, 2026
Welcome, Rev. Craig Howard and Cindy Trowbridge

Today’s Deacon Fellowship is themed for the Chicago Crosstown Classic – Sox vs Cubs. We hope you are wearing your favorite baseball team’s colors. Our pastor and her husband will be out of town, so it is unlikely that you will see the colors for the San Francisco Firebells: purple, red, and lavender!

We welcome to the pulpit the Rev. Craig Howard. The last time he joined us, we had a power outage, but even so, we worshiped with great spirit.

Craig began serving as Executive Presbyter of Chicago at the end of 2021. Before coming to Chicago, he served as Presbytery Leader of Giddings-Lovejoy in St. Louis, Ministry Relations Officer with the Presbyterian Foundation, and as Presbytery Executive for the Presbytery of Milwaukee. Craig is a native of Chicago’s south suburbs. He completed his undergraduate work at DePaul University and earned MDiv and DMin degrees from McCormick Theological Seminary. Craig’s first career was in business as an insurance executive. After being ordained to specialized ministry, Craig served as Director of Recruitment and Admissions at McCormick Seminary and later as Chief Development Officer. Craig has served several racial ethnic churches including Latinx, African American, Korean, and Euro American — and also a new church development in the Pentecostal Church. Craig’s spouse is the Rev. Marilyn Gamm, who is also a pastor in St. Louis. They have two adult daughters. He is also a Sox fan!

We once again welcome Cindy Trowbridge as our accompanist today while our Music Director is away. Cindy performs as a collaborative pianist in recitals and competitions throughout the Chicago area. A member of the piano faculty at the College of DuPage, she teaches private and class piano and serves as staff accompanist. Cindy also serves as an accompanist for vocal and instrumental studios and recitals at Wheaton College. She is the principal pianist for the Credo Flute Summer Festival and has been the pianist for DuPage Opera Theater and music director for Wheaton College’s Opera Music Theater program. We are waiting to hear what Cindy’s favorite baseball team is.

No matter your favorite team, our life comes down to loving one another, even if we don’t agree on the best Chicago teams. Together we bear the fruit of God’s love.
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