[bookmark: _Hlk88076487]Southminster Presbyterian Church
[bookmark: _Hlk127877562][bookmark: _Hlk65015108]14th Sunday after Pentecost
August 30, 2026
9:30 a.m. 

Find the link for the service on one of these sites:
1) on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SouthminsterGlenEllyn/  
2) our YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPgWICngOvkmR1OXgCG_wiA/live
3) our web site: https://www.southminsterpc.org/ 

If the video feed is interrupted during the service, we will continue to record and then post the full video on Facebook and our web site as soon as possible.  


[bookmark: _Hlk64639528][bookmark: _Hlk65015151][bookmark: _Hlk83308393]	Gathering Music/Photo Story: “Back to School”   
 
	Welcome and Announcements       
  	Faith Story   
	Lighting the Candles/Prelude
	    	(Philippians 1:9)
And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more 
with knowledge and full insight…

            Prelude:  The Love of the Lord 	arr. Cotter

[Please remain seated while singing the opening song.]
	Hymn 519:  You Are My Strength When I Am Weak (You Are My All in All) 

[bookmark: _Hlk197509110][bookmark: _Hlk82086111]	Call to Worship  	  	(Isaiah 40:28-30, edited)
	Leader:	Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
 		The Lord is the everlasting God,
	People:	God gives power to the faint,
	Leader:	They who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength,
    		they shall mount up with wings like eagles,
	People:	They shall run and not be weary; 
 		they shall walk and not faint. 
	All:	Together we worship the Lord who is our strength.

	Hymn 43:  You Who Dwell in the Shelter of the Lord (On Eagle’s Wings)   (all)

 	Prayer of Confession:  (unison)		
[bookmark: _Hlk197511416]Lord God, you are loving, compassionate, and gracious. Thank you for your presence in our lives. Forgive us when, in our storms and struggles, we forget to turn to you and rely instead on our own power, strength, and skill. Teach us to seek you first as we use the gifts, talents, and abilities you have graciously given us. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, who is both savior and Lord. Amen.  
	
[bookmark: _Hlk74215069]       	(Time of silence for personal prayer and confession)    	

  	Declaration of God’s Grace/The Good News of Jesus Christ   	(2 Corinthians 5:16-17)
	Leader:	So, from now on, we regard no one from a worldly point of view.
	People:	Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 
	Leader:	Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come;
	People:	The old has gone, the new is here! 
	All:	In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

	Response 581:  Glory Be to the Father (Gloria Patri)        8-31-25  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen, amen.

Public domain

	The Passing of the Peace                                
                                             
	Word with Children:  		Blair Baldwin

Children worshiping in the sanctuary, please come forward.

	As the children leave:    
[bookmark: _Hlk183516381]	     Our God Is an Awesome God    (sing 2 times)	Hymnal 616    
Our God is an awesome God
Who reigns from heaven above
With wisdom, power, and love;
Our God is an awesome God!

CCLI Song # 41099
Rich Mullins
© 1988 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.)
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 21214429

	Prayer for Illumination     

[bookmark: _Hlk130293746][bookmark: _Hlk192084987]  	Scripture Lessons:   	Psalm 46	 	Pew Bible, p. 517 (O.T.)
         	2 Corinthians 12:9-10	 	Pew Bible, p. 186 (N.T.)

  	Sermon:  	“Promise: God is your strength”                                   Rev. Wendy Boden

[bookmark: _Hlk211504120]Saying What We Believe/Affirmation of Faith  (unison)       
       			from A Brief Statement of Faith (PCUSA)
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”

	Hymn 835:  Just a Closer Walk with Thee  (all)  

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer    
		Leader:	Lord, in your mercy, 
		People:	hear our prayers.   

The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offering of Ourselves and Our Gifts
[The offering plate is at the back of the sanctuary. Please leave your gift or pledge
in the plate on your way into or out of worship.]

	Offertory:  	In the Garden 	Charles Austin Miles

[bookmark: _Hlk219896321]	*Doxology 		Hymnal #606
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Public domain

	Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication  

	Hymn 275:  A Mighty Fortress Is Our God  (all) 

Charge and Benediction 
   	Leader:	Now go and serve the Lord,
  	People: 	For we are blessed to be a blessing! Alleluia!


 	Postlude:  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 	arr. Hayes


[bookmark: _Hlk187920225][bookmark: _Hlk98488795][bookmark: _Hlk192087701]Participants and Technical Crew  
Rev. Wendy Boden
Liturgist: Gretchen Fleming
Fellowship: Elise Henkels
Elder at the Door: Andrea Schmidt
Musicians: Cindy Trowbridge, Ron Birchall
Worship Associate: David Kozich
Tech support: Chris Kozich, Blair Nelson

The flowers today are from Pastor Wendy Boden celebrating Boden Nelson birthdays 
in August.



Care Notes: “In everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.” -Philippians 4:6 
Even though we aren’t all together for worship, we are still collecting prayer requests! Please email or leave a message on our answering machine at 630-469-9149 if you won’t be present to fill out a prayer request slip.

Friends,   
Please make a point of sending an email, text, phone call, or filling out a blue prayer request and letting the people of Southminster know who you would like us to keep in prayer. All prayer requests are welcome. We want to be able to know who to talk to in order to follow up on all the people we pray for each week.

New requests and updates are italicized in our prayer list.

Joys and Concerns   
The flowers today are from Pastor Wendy Boden celebrating Boden Nelson birthdays 
in August.
We give thanks to God for joys: (Romans 12:15) “Rejoice with those who rejoice...”    
  - Jessica Parks and Megan Batt celebrated their shared birthday last Sunday
  - And “Happy Birthday” also to Ralph Linde last Sunday
  - Cat Gaddis is feeling much better
We pray for the whole world and our nation: (1 Timothy 2:1-2) “I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession, and thanksgiving be made for all people…” 
  - All those who have been affected by tornadoes and power outages in our area, as well as those surviving natural disasters elsewhere: extreme heat in Europe; heat, drought, and wildfire danger in the west and southwest of the U.S., deadly flash floods in Nepal
  - We pray for the new school year, that it will be amazing for students and teachers! For those entering new schools (Clark, Marian, Joe and others). And that those who are in marching band will have good performances. (from one of our young people)
  - We lift up our elected officials.
  - Peace in the world and for our sister church in Cuba
  - We pray for transformed hearts for our nation.
Blessed are those who mourn: (Romans 12:15) “...weep with those who weep.”   
  - Donna Marton’s dearest friend, Martha Ingram, died Saturday. Donna says “She was a light and strength for me.”
  - Pray for the family of Odelta, one of our friends in Cuba, and for our sister church as they mourn her there.
  - All those who mourn the passing of Tom Grimsey, brother of Deb Bohi – his wife, Pat, and the Bohi-Parks and Batt families, who lost their uncle
  - All those we name in our hearts and hold dear.
We lift up those affected by cancer, along with their support systems: 
  - We continue to pray for Dean, Colin B., Colin, J., Miles, Amie C., Rick C., Margaret F., Tammy H., Karen L., Ginny O., Joanne O., Cis R., Heidi S., Marta S., Meagan S., Paul S.,  Kurt Parent, who is now in palliative care, former President Joe Biden, and those we name in our hearts. 
We pray for all who are recovering from or dealing with mental, physical, or other health challenges:  
  - Kim Gosney’s sister
  - Heidi Shierry asks prayers for a friend going through a divorce and for the entire family, asking God to surround them with His light, peace, and protection as they navigate this difficult path.
  - for the Audettes – Rose and Bob – who are caring for Rose’s mother in their home
  - For reconciliation among family members who are estranged from one another
  - Kathy Davidson asks continued prayers for Ray Briggs and his family as he continues to be hospitalized as he recovers from a brain injury.
  - All who live with chronic, debilitating pain
  - Pat Wiedner, recovering from knee surgery
  - For all those who are missing family
  - Healing for Sandy Patterson, who had a bad fall
  - Continuing prayers for Jack Thorne
  - Paul Jeziorski’s son, Aaron, a heart transplant recipient, that his blood clot resolves
  - Ian
  - Delmar Meester, recovering from shoulder replacement surgery
  - Ernesto and his family
  - For all those having surgery and tests
  - For all who are dealing with Parkinson’s disease
  - All those seeking meaningful employment
  - We lift up people struggling with anxiety and depression.
  - Jim Smith, Betty Eichin, and all those in care or rehab centers, and those in isolating situations.


This week at Southminster:  
Sunday, August 30
  Worship at 9:30 a.m. in person and also live on Facebook. 
  Fellowship in the Narthex following worship
  Staff meeting, 11:00 a.m., Kids’ Corner
  Adult Ed. Bible Study, 11:15 a.m., McHenry Parlor/Library
  Congolese Church, 1:00-3:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall
  Pathfinders, 2:00 p.m., online

Monday, August 31 – Monday, September 7 Pastor Wendy Boden and Blair 
  Nelson will be away. No Heart to Heart until Tuesday, September 8. In an 
  emergency or if there is a death, you may call Wendy on her cell phone (if 
  she has shared that number with you) or call your deacon. You may leave a 
  message at church, but it may not be heard the same day.

Tuesday, September 1
  Mission, 7:00 p.m., McHenry Parlor/Library
  A.A., 7:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall   
Wednesday, September 2
  Women’s Breakfast, 8:30 a.m., Seven Dwarfs restaurant
  September Dialog goes out
Friday, September 4
  A.A., 6:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall   
Saturday, September 5
  Congolese Church music practice, 1:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Next Sunday, September 6
Order Jubilee Bucks gift cards by contacting bobbifrey@aol.com before 9:00 p.m.
  Worship at 9:30 a.m. in person and also live on Facebook. 
     Guest preacher: Rev. Grayson Van Camp
  Fellowship in the Narthex following worship
  No Staff meeting or Adult Ed. Bible Study
  Congolese Church, 1:00-3:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall
Monday, September 7 – Labor Day. Church office closed.

If you are online, we’re glad to have you! Using the comments section on Facebook, you can say hello, ask for words of peace, or request prayers.

If you are present for worship, please wear a name tag; they are on the Mission shelf in the Narthex and on the shelf across from the church offices. Following the service, you are invited by the deacons to gather for a time of fellowship in the narthex.

Our “Comfort Zone” – It is always contagion season, so we continue to have a “comfort zone” toward the back of the sanctuary. You may wear a mask, of course, if you so choose.

Sunday Morning Adult Ed. Bible Study: After you’ve enjoyed fellowship time, bring your coffee with you to McHenry Parlor/Library at 11:15. 

You are invited to join us on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/SouthminsterGlenEllyn/), where most weeks we have a live sharing of “Heart to Heart” with Pastor Wendy Boden Tuesdays through Fridays at approximately 5:00 p.m…. but not this week, since she will be away.

We continue to be live on Sunday morning for worship at 9:30 a.m. (slideshow beginning at 9:15) on YouTube at
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPgWICngOvkmR1OXgCG_wiA/live
or on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/SouthminsterGlenEllyn/
If you are watching from home on Facebook, please check in and say hello so we can see that you have joined us. This is one way to make worship less “remote” and strengthen community at Southminster.
The live video will appear about 15 minutes before the scheduled start time. 
If for any reason the feed falters, rest assured that a recording will be posted to Facebook and You Tube as soon as possible.
 
You can also find links to recordings of the weekday sessions, special services, and Sunday worship posted on our web site: https://www.southminsterpc.org/ or by going to our YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPgWICngOvkmR1OXgCG_wiA/videos


Photo Stories/PowerPoints help us feel connected!
Photo Stories/PowerPoints help us prepare for worship, connect with one another, and make sure that our at-home people get both sound and sight. Here are some opportunities for you to share your photos:
   September 6: “Your Road Trips” Photos from your travels! Please send photos 
        by Thursday, September 3.
   September 13: “Local Parks” Take some photos in your favorite park(s) and send them 
        by Thursday, September 10.
   September 20: “Summer Fun” What was fun for you? Go back through your photos from 
        the summer (or any previous summer) and send them by Thursday, September 17.

Send photos to PhotoStory@Southminsterpc.org. (If you only have hard copies of your photos, please leave them in the photo box on Pastor Wendy’s desk, labeled with your name and the date they are to be used.)


Notes from Blair Nelson:    
Adult Education:  Our study of 1 Corinthians continues today at 11:15 a.m. in the Parlor/Library. Note that we will not be meeting Sept. 6 or 13.  

Men of Southminster:  Remember that the Cat Gaddis Project event is coming on Saturday, Sept. 12. Also, put Wednesday, Sept. 19, at 9:00 a.m. in your calendar for our next get together. While you are at it add in Wednesday, Oct. 7, at 7:00 p.m. for a Cribbage Night.

Youth: Parents, we need to retool and reschedule our youth program. Please locate Blair N after worship today. I would like to have a short meeting to discuss what time slot in the week would work best. 

The Cat Gaddis Project:  Saturday, September 12, will be a special day for Southminster. We are hosting a performance by the R&B group, the Cat Gaddis Project. We have been praying for Cat in her serious illness this summer. The good news is that she is recovering well and will be ready to sing for us. Remember, though, that this is more than just a party. The goal is to attract folks from outside our church here to enjoy the music but also to meet us. So please attend if you can. The show runs from 1:00 to 2:00 p.m., and it will be followed by a “Meet and Greet” with refreshments. That will be our time to meet people and help them see that our faith community has something for them.  

Also, please help promote this event by telling folks, posting it on your social media and neighborhood websites (email Blair N. for a digital poster to use if you cannot find the Eblast with it), and by posting paper flyers (on a table in the Narthex) wherever you find community bulletin boards or store that allow community event information. The event is essentially free, but we are supporting PRC with a food drive, so ask folks to bring a canned good. 


From the Worship and Music Ministry
We are changing the timing of our choir rehearsals, starting the second Sunday in September! No more Thursday evenings – we will rehearse at 8:30 on Sunday mornings and sing on communion Sundays and special occasions. 

In addition, we have posted a schedule on the choir room door where you can sign up to provide vocal or instrumental offerings for other Sundays. Solos, duets, family groups… we welcome all musicians!


From the Children and Family Discipleship Ministry 
Holy Innovations! has been rescheduled to run concurrently with the men’s group’s Cat Gaddis Project concert on Saturday afternoon, September 12. Blair Baldwin and helpers will have special activities, and she will also arrange nursery care for children age 5 and under. We will need adult volunteers – 2 adults in the nursery and one adult with Blair Baldwin; of course, more help would be welcome. Please connect with Blair Baldwin.


From the Mission Ministry: Feed My Starving Children
Join us for a morning of service on Saturday, October 3 at 9:00-10:45 a.m. Together members and friends of Southminster will hand-pack nutritious meals to be sent to children in need around the world. There are jobs for all ages, including measuring, scooping, weighing and packing. When we get closer to the time, we will discuss carpooling, as parking is limited. Please sign up as early as possible so we can request places for a close estimate of the volunteers who will be coming! If you have questions, you may address them to Gretchen Fleming, Mission Moderator, in person or by email (gretchen_fleming@yahoo.com) or by text or phone (630)517-0926, and if she cannot answer your questions, she will forward them to Susie Salins and/or Meaghan McGrath, who are leading us in this opportunity.


From the Property Ministry: 
Online Sign-Up for Valet Parking
[image: ]In order to make it easier to sign up for valet parking for Sunday services we are going to an online sign-up. This will allow you to access the sign-up list from anywhere that you have a phone or computer and an internet connection.
The link to the sign-up sheet is https://volunteersignup.org/Q7W9J

Or use the QR code here (also posted at church on the bulletin board opposite the office)

If you have any questions about signing up or run into a problem when trying to sign up, contact Steve Kozich.


Women’s Breakfast: New location!
Women’s Breakfast meets the first Wednesday of the month. Join us this Wednesday, 
September 2, at 8:30 a.m. at our new destination: Seven Dwarfs Family Restaurant, 917 E. Roosevelt Road, Wheaton (just west of President). Come enjoy good food, great conversation, and a refreshing break from your usual routine. All women are always welcome. For more information, contact Gretchen Fleming by phone or text to 630-517-0926.


Presbyterian Women – Save the date: Friday, September 18
Please join Presbyterian Women as we kick off our new season with a tea on Friday, September 18th, at 9:30 a.m. in the McHenry Parlor/Library.
To help us reconnect, we will be doing an “Off the Wall” activity. We encourage you to bring an item that hangs on your wall at home and share the story behind it. 

All women of the church are invited to attend and learn about our upcoming programs. We hope to see you there!


A community invitation from Hope Presbyterian Church:
This year marks the 25th anniversary of the events of September 11, 2001. Hope Presbyterian Church in Wheaton is inviting the whole community to a vigil to memorialize the tragic losses that day.
Date: Friday, September 11
Time: 7:00 p.m.
Location: Hope Presbyterian Church, 1771 S. Wiesbrook Rd., Wheaton 60189


Jubilee Bucks: Next order date: September 6 
We’ll order Jubilee Bucks gift cards next Sunday, September 6. Remember that gift cards are not just for giving away! You can also order for purchases you regularly make for yourself (i.e. for groceries, gas, dining out, and more). Even if you won’t be here next Sunday, you can give Bobbi Frey your order at any time—she will just hold it until she places the order. Contact her at bobbifrey@aol.com or by call or text to 630-643-3858 before 9:00 p.m. next Sunday.


People’s Resource Center: 
Since 1975, People's Resource Center (PRC) has been bringing neighbors together to respond to hunger and poverty in DuPage County.

We at Southminster have supported PRC for decades by donating non-perishable food items and personal care products. But did you know that PRC offers so much more than the food pantry? Their website describes their efforts to provide computer training, social services, job assistance, art programs, adult learning and literacy, and a clothes closet! Maybe there are other ways you can help… or maybe you know someone who needs help. Check the PRC website: https://www.peoplesrc.org/volunteer/.


Caring for you!    
Our Congregational Care Committee is ready to assist in time of need. If you need assistance from the Congregational Care Ministry or Helping Hands until September 8, call Deacon Barb Kocinski (630-710-4703) or call your deacon.

Note that Pastor Wendy Boden will be away Monday, Sept. 1-Monday-Sept. 7. In case of a real emergency or a death, you may call her on her cell phone (if she has shared the numbers with you) or leave a message for her at the church office: 630-469-9149. But remember that no one is regularly in the office on Monday, Wednesday, or over the weekend, so a message left on the answering machine may not be heard for several days.

Who is your deacon? The assignments have changed after the ordination and installation of new officers. The new list is posted in the narthex – you can check there to see who your current deacon is. Or you can contact the church (630-469-9149 or admin@southminsterpc.org) and ask.


Regular Office Schedule: 
The church office is closed on Mondays and Wednesdays.
Barb’s regular schedule is to be in the office Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays from approximately 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. while her son attends his day program on those days. Mondays and Wednesdays she works from home but can always answer church email – admin@southminsterpc.org – from there.

Grace and peace to you! Remember that we love God, neighbor, and one another. Our address is 680 South Park Blvd., Glen Ellyn, IL 60137 if you would like to set up an online account with your bank or mail in your pledge. Online giving through Vanco is also now an option –for details contact Ron Birchall.


Bearing Fruit – August 30, 2026
The Gift of Community

When does summer end? Officially, the autumn equinox is September 22. That is when summer ends, but for children in school, summer ends around mid-August because music and sports practices begin, and then comes the first day of school with stacks of papers for parents to sign and carpools to work out.

For most congregations, fall begins the weekend after Labor Day. This is true for Southminster as well. Saturday, September 12, we are inviting the local community to come to a free concert and educational event – educational and fun for kiddos and fun for adults. 

On Saturday, September 12, the Men of Southminster are hosting a performance by the Cat Gaddis Project—an exciting R&B band; see https://thecatgaddisproject.com/. We are throwing a party for our neighbors to help us all to get to know each other. 

We are encouraging families to attend. Children can come to the performance, but we have rescheduled the Holy Innovations event to run during the performance, so Blair B and her helpers will have special activities for children. Blair Baldwin will be arranging nursery care for children 5 and under. We will need adult volunteers to staff the nursery and possibly help with the Holy Innovations event. 

Please contact Blair B if you wish to help with children. Contact Blair N if you have questions about the rest of the concert/event or if you wish to get even more involved. 

Sunday, September 13, choir begins! If you are interested in sharing the gift of song to God’s glory and to our congregation, please contact Tom Anderson or come to choir practice each Sunday morning at 8:30.

The Deacons are having a Bake Sale during Fellowship on the 13th to fund their benevolence. There is also a new member brunch in the Parlor at 11:15. Adult education will resume on September 20th at 11:15 in the Parlor.

One of the greatest gifts of Southminster is the love we have for one another and for our Lord. The first weekend after Labor Day will offer many opportunities for our caring community, which is one of the strengths of our congregation, one of the best ways we bear the fruit of God’s love.   
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