[bookmark: _Hlk88076487]Southminster Presbyterian Church
[bookmark: _Hlk127877562][bookmark: _Hlk65015108]16th Sunday after Pentecost
September 13, 2026
9:30 a.m. 

Find the link for the service on one of these sites:
1) on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SouthminsterGlenEllyn/  
2) our YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPgWICngOvkmR1OXgCG_wiA/live
3) our web site: https://www.southminsterpc.org/ 

If the video feed is interrupted during the service, we will continue to record and then post the full video on Facebook and our web site as soon as possible.  


[bookmark: _Hlk64639528][bookmark: _Hlk65015151]	Prelude/Gathering Music: Variations on Hymnal #315, In the Midst of New Dimensions
[bookmark: _Hlk83308393]	Photo Story: “Marta, Our Rock Star”   
 
	Welcome, Announcements, and Moment for Mission       
  	Faith Story    Lois     
	Lighting the Candles/Prelude
	    	(Romans 11:29)
                     For God’s gifts and call are irrevocable.

[Please remain seated while singing the opening song.]
	Hymn:  Days of Elijah  			pg. 14, gold worship supplement

[bookmark: _Hlk197509110][bookmark: _Hlk82086111]	Call to Worship  	  	
	Leader:	Look to the stars – the bow hangs in the clouds.
	People:	It is a promise never to be forgotten,
	Leader:	A promise kept by God.
	All:	Together we worship God!

	Hymn 315:  In the Midst of New Dimensions   (all)     

 	Prayer of Confession:  (unison)		
[bookmark: _Hlk197511416]We come before you humbly because we know who we are. We come before you with confidence, because we know whose we are. Thank you for forgiving all and for strengthening us through the Holy Spirit to live as your faithful followers. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, who is both Lord and Savior. Amen.  
	
[bookmark: _Hlk74215069]       	(Time of silence for personal prayer and confession)    	

  	Declaration of God’s Grace/The Good News of Jesus Christ   	(2 Corinthians 5:16-17)
	Leader:	So, from now on, we regard no one from a worldly point of view.
	People:	Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 
	Leader:	Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come;
	People:	The old has gone, the new is here! 
	All:	In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

	Response 582:  	Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me  
Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,
And to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,
And to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.
World without end, without end. Amen.
World without end, without end. Amen.
World without end, without end. Amen.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk217918921][bookmark: _Hlk213287345][bookmark: _Hlk218846357]Text Adapt. and Music ©2008 Paul M. Vasile
Reprinted/Streamed with permission under OneLicense.net #A-739517. All rights reserved.

	The Passing of the Peace                                
                                             
	Word with Children:  		Pastor Wendy Boden 

Children worshiping in the sanctuary, please come forward.

	As the children leave:    
	 Kum ba Yah    	Hymnal 472    
Kum ba yah, my Lord, kum ba yah!
Kum ba yah, my Lord, kum ba yah!
Kum ba yah, my Lord, kum ba yah!
O Lord, kum ba yah!

Someone’s crying, Lord, kum ba yah!
Someone’s crying, Lord, kum ba yah!
Someone’s crying, Lord, kum ba yah!
O Lord, kum ba yah!

3. Someone’s praying…
4. Someone’s singing…

African American spiritual

	Prayer for Illumination     

[bookmark: _Hlk130293746][bookmark: _Hlk192084987]  	Scripture Lessons:   	Genesis 9:8-17	 	Pew Bible, p. 7 (O.T.)
         	Acts 2:1-4	 	Pew Bible, p. 119 (N.T.)

  	Sermon:  	“Promise: Rainbow”                                   Rev. Wendy Boden

[bookmark: _Hlk211504120]Saying What We Believe/Affirmation of Faith  (unison)       
       			from The Book of Order (PCUSA)[W-1.0103]
The Old Testament tells the story of God’s steadfast love from generation to generation. To Adam and Eve, to Noah and his family, to Abraham and Sarah, 
to Moses and Aaron, and to the house of David, God made everlasting promises of faithfulness, calling the people to respond in faith. In the fullness of time, God made 
a new and everlasting covenant with us through Jesus Christ.

	Hymn 314:  Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness (Christ, Be our Light)  (all)  

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer    
		Leader:	Lord, in your mercy, 
		People:	hear our prayers.   

The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offering of Ourselves and Our Gifts
[The offering plate is at the back of the sanctuary. Please leave your gift or pledge
in the plate on your way into or out of worship.]

	Offertory:  The Rainbow Connection   Paul Williams, Kenneth Ascher, arr. Tom Anderson

[bookmark: _Hlk219896321]	*Doxology 		Hymnal #606
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Public domain

	Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication  

	Hymn 250: In the Bulb There Is a Flower (Hymn of Promise)    (all) 

Charge and Benediction 
[image: ]

 	Postlude 	


[bookmark: _Hlk187920225][bookmark: _Hlk98488795][bookmark: _Hlk192087701]Participants and Technical Crew  
Rev. Wendy Boden    
Liturgist: Gretchen Fleming 
Elder at the Door: Deb Bohi 
Deacon Fellowship: Julie Storey and all deacons (Bake Sale!)
Children in Worship: Blair Baldwin, Jessica Abuseini 
Musician: Tom Anderson 
Worship Assistant: David Kozich   
Tech support: Chris Kozich, Blair Nelson 

The flowers today are from Heather Kralicek in memory of her mother, Buzz Hays.

Care Notes: “In everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.” -Philippians 4:6 
Even though we aren’t all together for worship, we are still collecting prayer requests! Please email or leave a message on our answering machine at 630-469-9149 if you won’t be present to fill out a prayer request slip.

Friends,   
Please make a point of sending an email, text, phone call, or filling out a blue prayer request and letting the people of Southminster know who you would like us to keep in prayer. All prayer requests are welcome. We want to be able to know who to talk to in order to follow up on all the people we pray for each week.

New requests and updates are italicized in our prayer list.

Joys and Concerns   
The flowers today are from Heather Kralicek in memory of her mother, “Buzz” Hays.
We give thanks to God for joys: (Romans 12:15) “Rejoice with those who rejoice...”    
  - Gratitude for new beginnings
  - the Cat Gaddis Project concert
We pray for the whole world and our nation: (1 Timothy 2:1-2) “I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession, and thanksgiving be made for all people…” 
  - We remember that Friday was the 25th anniversary of 9/11, and the previous week was the 21st anniversary of Hurricane Katrina.
  - All those who have been affected by tornadoes and power outages in our area, as well as those surviving natural disasters elsewhere: extreme heat in Europe; heat, drought, and wildfire danger in the west and southwest of the U.S., deadly flash floods in Nepal
  - We pray for the new school year, that it will be amazing for students and teachers! For those entering new schools (Clark, Marian, Joe and others). And that those who are in marching band will have good performances. (from one of our young people)
  - We lift up our elected officials.
  - Peace in the world and for our sister church in Cuba and our next trip to visit our sister church November 11-17.
  - We pray for transformed hearts for our nation.
Blessed are those who mourn: (Romans 12:15) “...weep with those who weep.”   
  - Kim Gosney, whose sister passed away on September 6 after a long stay in ICU
  - Donna Marton lost her dearest friend, Martha Ingram. Donna says “She was a light and strength for me.”
  - Pray for the family of Odelta, one of our friends in Cuba, and for our sister church as they mourn her there.
  - All those who mourn the passing of Tom Grimsey, brother of Deb Bohi – his wife, Pat, and the Bohi-Parks and Batt families, who lost their uncle
  - All those we name in our hearts and hold dear.
We lift up those affected by cancer, along with their support systems: 
  - We continue to pray for Dean, Colin B., Tracy B., Colin, J., Miles, Amie C., Rick C., Margaret F., Tammy H., Karen L., Ginny O., Joanne O., Cis R., Heidi S., Marta S., Meagan S., Paul S., Kurt Parent, who is now in palliative care, former President Joe Biden, and those we name in our hearts. 
We pray for all who are recovering from or dealing with mental, physical, or other health challenges:  
  - Kathy Davidson asks continued prayers for Ray Briggs, who has been moved to long-term care following a brain injury.
  - Heidi Shierry asks prayers for a friend going through a divorce and for the entire family, asking God to surround them with His light, peace, and protection as they navigate this difficult path.
  - For reconciliation among family members who are estranged from one another
  - All who live with chronic, debilitating pain
  - For all those who are missing family
  - Healing for Sandy Patterson, who had a bad fall
  - Continuing prayers for Jack Thorne
  - Paul Jeziorski’s son, Aaron, a heart transplant recipient, that his blood clot resolves
  - Ian
  - Delmar Meester, recovering from shoulder replacement surgery
  - Ernesto and his family
  - For all those having surgery and tests
  - For all who are dealing with Parkinson’s disease
  - All those seeking meaningful employment
  - We lift up people struggling with anxiety and depression.
  - Jim Smith, Betty Eichin, and all those in care or rehab centers, and those in isolating situations.


This week at Southminster:  
Sunday, September 13
  Choir rehearsal, 8:30 a.m., Sanctuary
  Worship at 9:30 a.m. in person and also live on Facebook. 
  Deacons’ Bake Sale and Fellowship in the Narthex following worship
  New Member Brunch, 11:15 a.m., McHenry Parlor/Library (No Adult Ed.)
  Congolese Church, 1:00-3:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall
Sunday-Tuesday, September 13-15
  Pastor Wendy will be at a Deeper Journey Retreat, leaving Sunday afternoon 
     and returning mid-afternoon on Tuesday.
Monday, September 14 
  Cuba Partnership Meeting, 5:00 p.m. via Zoom 
Tuesday-Friday: Pastor Wendy Boden’s Heart to Heart on Facebook 
     streams at approximately 5:30 p.m.   
Tuesday, September 15
  Session, 7:00 p.m., McHenry Parlor/Library
  A.A., 7:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall   
Wednesday, September 16
  eNotes go out
  Presbyterian Readers, 7:00 p.m. via Zoom
Thursday, September 17
  Staff calendar meeting, 12:30 p.m., McHenry Parlor/Library
  PEO meeting, 7:00 p.m., McHenry Parlor/Library
  Young Adults Video Club, 8:30 p.m., online
Friday, September 18
  PW (Presbyterian Women), 9:30 a.m., McHenry Parlor/Library
  A.A., 6:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall   
Saturday, September 19  
  Men of Southminster, 9:00 a.m., Parlor/Library
  Congolese Church music practice, 1:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Next Sunday, September 20
  Choir rehearsal, 8:30 a.m., Sanctuary
  Worship at 9:30 a.m. in person and also live on Facebook. 
  Fellowship in the Narthex following worship
  Staff meeting, 11:00 a.m., Kids’ Corner
  Adult Ed. Bible Study, 11:15 a.m., McHenry Parlor/Library 
  Congolese Church, 1:00-3:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall
  Reception at 1st Presbyterian-Glen Ellyn for the Central DuPage Pastoral 
     Counseling Center, 4:00 p.m.

If you are online, we’re glad to have you! Using the comments section on Facebook, you can say hello, ask for words of peace, or request prayers.

If you are present for worship, please wear a name tag; they are on the Mission shelf in the Narthex and on the shelf across from the church offices. Following the service, you are invited by the deacons to gather for a time of fellowship in the narthex.

Our “Comfort Zone” – It is always contagion season, so we continue to have a “comfort zone” toward the back of the sanctuary. You may wear a mask, of course, if you so choose.

Sunday Morning Adult Ed. Bible Study will not meet today because of the new members’ brunch. Join us next Sunday at 11:15 a.m. in McHenry Parlor/Library.

You are invited to join us on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/SouthminsterGlenEllyn/), where most weeks we have a live sharing of “Heart to Heart” with Pastor Wendy Boden Tuesdays through Fridays at approximately 5:30 p.m.

We continue to be live on Sunday morning for worship at 9:30 a.m. (slideshow beginning at 9:15) on YouTube at
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPgWICngOvkmR1OXgCG_wiA/live
or on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/SouthminsterGlenEllyn/
If you are watching from home on Facebook, please check in and say hello so we can see that you have joined us. This is one way to make worship less “remote” and strengthen community at Southminster.
The live video will appear about 15 minutes before the scheduled start time. 
If for any reason the feed falters, rest assured that a recording will be posted to Facebook and You Tube as soon as possible.
 
You can also find links to recordings of the weekday sessions, special services, and Sunday worship posted on our web site: https://www.southminsterpc.org/ or by going to our YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPgWICngOvkmR1OXgCG_wiA/videos


Photo Stories/PowerPoints help us feel connected!
Photo Stories/PowerPoints help us prepare for worship, connect with one another, and make sure that our at-home people get both sound and sight. Here is an opportunity for you to share your photos:
   September 20: “Summer Fun” What was fun for you? Go back through your photos from 
        the summer (or any previous summer) and send them by this Thursday, September 17.

Send photos to PhotoStory@Southminsterpc.org. (If you only have hard copies of your photos, please leave them in the photo box on Pastor Wendy’s desk, labeled with your name and the date they are to be used.)


Notes from Blair Nelson:    
Adult Education: We aren’t meeting today because of the new members’ brunch at the same time. Our study of 1 Corinthians resumes next Sunday at 11:15 a.m. in the Parlor/Library.  
 Men of Southminster:   Our next get-together is Saturday, Sept. 19, at 9:00 a.m. Expect coffee and donuts and a post-mortem on our project.

Youth: We are retooling our youth program, so remind your parents that we need a confab to figure out calendar and times. Also, we will be welcoming our new 6th graders into the group soon. Remember the initiation rites? Parents, watch for an email from Blair N about all this.


From the Worship and Music Ministry: New time for choir rehearsals!
We started out new choir rehearsal schedule this morning – rehearse at 8:30 on Sunday mornings and sing on communion Sundays and special occasions; no more Thursday evening rehearsals! Join us early on Sunday mornings and “make a joyful noise to the Lord!”

In addition, we have posted a schedule on the choir room door where you can sign up to provide vocal or instrumental offerings for other Sundays. Solos, duets, family groups… we welcome all musicians, so please sign up!


From the Mission Ministry 
Feed My Starving Children: Thank you to all who signed up to volunteer for Feed My Starving Children on October 3! We have filled all the available places for working that day. For those who are signed up, there will be instructions coming.

World Communion Offering: During the month of September we are collecting the World Communion Offering, which will be dedicated on World Communion Day, the first Sunday in October. This is a new offering of the Presbyterian Church USA, but it replaces the former Peace and Global Witness Offering of the past years and funds many of the same kinds of projects. Racial justice, gender justice, global witness, and ecumenical and interfaith engagement are causes supported by this Offering. Envelopes are available on the table outside the Sanctuary (although you don’t need a special envelope to make your offering—just identify it on the check or in any other envelope).

Southminster Trip to Visit our Sister Church: The Session recently approved a motion from the Mission Ministry to send Wendy Boden, Sarah Allen and Gretchen Fleming to visit our sister church in Cuba November 12-17, 2026. As many of you know, this is a particularly difficult time economically and politically for Cuba, but the churches there are still asking for visits from their partner churches, mainly because of the spiritual lift this time in fellowship together provides to their congregations. We will also be making a collection of needed items we can take, pending Session approval this month.


From the Stewardship Ministry:

Mark your calendars now
for our annual Stewardship Ministry Potluck Dinner 
on Sunday, September 27!
You and your family are all invited to the Stewardship Ministry’s Potluck Dinner on Sunday, September 27, from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Come share some great food and great company. There will be plenty of both! The sign-up sheets will be in the narthex for Decorating, Set-up and Clean-up and all are welcome to participate. Signing up is not required, but it will help our planning if you do.


From the Property Ministry: 
Online Sign-Up for Valet Parking
[image: ]In order to make it easier to sign up for valet parking for Sunday services we are going to an online sign-up. This will allow you to access the sign-up list from anywhere that you have a phone or computer and an internet connection.
The link to the sign-up sheet is https://volunteersignup.org/Q7W9J

Or use the QR code here (also posted at church on the bulletin board opposite the office)

If you have any questions about signing up or run into a problem when trying to sign up, contact Steve Kozich.


Deacons’ Bake Sale: Stock up on some tasty treats at the Deacons’ Fall Bake Sale during Fellowship time today! They are asking for a free will offering to support the Deacon Care Fund. You can also put your name in for a chance to win one of our free fall mums. 

New Member Brunch: We invite all who might be interested in joining Southminster’s community of faith to join us today at 11:5 a.m. in the Parlor/Library for a new member brunch. (No Adult Ed. today.) 


Read and Discuss with Presbyterian Readers
Presbyterian Readers will meet on Wednesday, September 16, at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. The September book is The Wishing Game by Meg Shaffer, an uplifting contemporary novel about a high-stakes contest on a private island to win the sole copy of a reclusive author’s new manuscript.

Join our Cloud HD Video Meeting on Wednesday, September 16, at 7:00 p.m. through this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86861724721?pwd=TE0yYXZGZUtUNkdvYWh4UEhaTFc0dz09
Meeting ID: 868 6172 4721    Passcode: 600865
For more information about the Readers, contact Rita Zapel at rboserup@sbcglobal.net.  


Presbyterian Women’s Kick-Off Meeting September 18
Please join Presbyterian Women as we kick off our new season with a tea this Friday, September 18, at 9:30 a.m. in the McHenry Parlor/Library. To help us reconnect, we will be doing an "Off the Wall" activity. We encourage you to bring an item that hangs on your wall at home and share the story behind it. 

All women of the church are invited to attend and learn about our upcoming programs. We hope to see you there!


Order a Memorial Brick
If you would like to purchase a memorial brick to remember someone or to honor someone, we must have your request no later than September 27. The cost remains $125 per brick. Pick up an order form on the desk in the church office or contact the office by phone (630-469-9149) or email (admin@southminsterpc.org). We need time to have the bricks engraved and installed before dedicating them on All Saints Sunday, November 1. There are order forms on the desk in the church office, or you can ask for one to be emailed to you.


Artist’s Reception – September 27
Have you enjoyed the art that has been on display during the summer in our main hall gallery? Or, if you haven’t noticed, take a look, and then come meet the artist on Sunday, September 27, at a reception from 12:30-2:00 p.m. Finger foods and music will be included.


A Community Invitation
Interfaith Worship Service 
Sunday, September 20, 7:00 p.m.
1st United Methodist Church, 424 Forest Ave. (corner of Forest and Duane), Glen Ellyn
Guest speaker: Rev. Dr. James Shannon speaking on his experiences with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and other leading figures in the civil rights movement. Guest musicians and choirs singing gospel music are invited. Come, and bring a friend! 


Jubilee Bucks: 
Thanks to all who ordered Jubilee Bucks gift cards on September 6. So far this year, our purchases have earned Southminster $ 1,582.42 in “free” money (through rebates from the purchase of each card). Remember that gift cards are not just for giving away! You can also order for purchases you regularly make for yourself (i.e. for groceries, gas, dining out, and more). 

Your next chance to order will be October 4. You can always give Bobbi Frey your order in advance—she will just hold it until 10/04. Contact her at bobbifrey@aol.com or by call or text to 630-643-3858.


People’s Resource Center: 
Since 1975, People's Resource Center (PRC) has been bringing neighbors together to respond to hunger and poverty in DuPage County.

We at Southminster have supported PRC for decades by donating non-perishable food items and personal care products. But did you know that PRC offers so much more than the food pantry? Their website describes their efforts to provide computer training, social services, job assistance, art programs, adult learning and literacy, and a clothes closet! Maybe there are other ways you can help… or maybe you know someone who needs help. Check the PRC website: https://www.peoplesrc.org/volunteer/.


Caring for you!    
Our Congregational Care Committee is ready to assist in time of need. If you need assistance from the Congregational Care Ministry or Helping Hands through October 13, call Elder Angela Smith (630-235-1376). You may call Pastor Wendy Boden after September 7 on her cell or home phone (if she has shared the numbers with you) or leave a message for her at the church office: 630-469-9149. You may email Wendy at wendy@southminsterpc.org. (Please note that she can only read email when she is in the office.) You may also call your deacon if you need help from the church.

Who is your deacon? The assignments have changed after the ordination and installation of new officers. The new list is posted in the narthex – you can check there to see who your current deacon is. Or you can contact the church (630-469-9149 or admin@southminsterpc.org) and ask.


Regular Office Schedule: 
The church office is closed on Mondays and Wednesdays.
Barb’s regular schedule is to be in the office Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays from approximately 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. while her son attends his day program on those days. Mondays and Wednesdays she works from home but can always answer church email – admin@southminsterpc.org – from there.

Grace and peace to you! Remember that we love God, neighbor, and one another. Our address is 680 South Park Blvd., Glen Ellyn, IL 60137 if you would like to set up an online account with your bank or mail in your pledge. Online giving through Vanco is also now an option –for details contact Ron Birchall.


Bearing Fruit – September 13, 2026
In Memory Of…

Today at Southminster during the Word with Children we will have a time of prayer for all lives touched by the attack and events of September 11, 2001. There will be moments when you will be invited to speak out. It can be a single word like “peace”, or “love.” Together we will be praying a blessing for all who suffered then and for all who have suffered since. As we pray, we drop rose petals in the water to represent different groups of people touched by these memories.

Lament is a part of worship. God desires to hold all of our hearts, not just praise and thanksgiving. God shares in the joys and sorrows, laughter and tears. 

On the first Sunday of November (All Saints Sunday) we will dedicate Memorial Bricks in honor of and in memory of those we remember. On that Sunday in the Prayers of the People we will lift the names of those who have gone before us during the past year to the last step of this life. You are invited to submit names and photos by October 22.  

On All Saints Day, we will also dedicate new bricks that have been placed in our Memorial Garden patio this year. If you would like to purchase a memorial brick to remember someone or to honor someone, we must have your request no later than September 27. The cost remains $125 per brick. Pick up an order form on the desk in the church office or contact the office by phone at (630-469-9149) or email (admin@southminsterpc.org). We need time to have the bricks engraved and installed before dedicating them on All Saints Sunday, November 1.

We bear the fruit of God’s love in worship when we give God both our tears and our smiles.
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Southminster Benediction
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Now go and serve the Lord, For we are blessed to be__ a bless - ing! Al-le - lu - ia!




