[bookmark: _Hlk88076487]Southminster Presbyterian Church
[bookmark: _Hlk127877562][bookmark: _Hlk65015108]22nd Sunday after Pentecost
Reformation Sunday
October 25, 2026
9:30 a.m. 

Find the link for the service on one of these sites:
1) on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SouthminsterGlenEllyn/  
2) our YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPgWICngOvkmR1OXgCG_wiA/live
3) our web site: https://www.southminsterpc.org/ 

If the video feed is interrupted during the service, we will continue to record and then post the full video on Facebook and our web site as soon as possible.  


[bookmark: _Hlk64639528][bookmark: _Hlk65015151][bookmark: _Hlk83308393]	Gathering Music/Photo Story: “Stewardship”   
 
	Welcome and Announcements        
  	Faith Story: Stewardship     Rita - treasure             
	Lighting the Candles/Prelude
	    	(Ephesians 2:8-9)
                For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not 
 	        from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast.

	Bagpipe Prelude:  Amazing Grace

[Please remain seated while singing the opening song.]
	Hymn:  Grace Alone   (all)     		pg. 16, gold worship supplement

[bookmark: _Hlk197509110][bookmark: _Hlk82086111]	Call to Worship  	  	
	Leader:	Through Jesus Christ, God has called us to a faith journey.
	People:	We may never be able to predict where our faith journey may take us,
	Leader:	But we know our journey will always be filled with God’s grace.  
[bookmark: _Hlk176381062][bookmark: _Hlk126280184]	People:	What are our guides on this journey?
	Leader:	Scripture Alone
	People:	Christ Alone
	Leader:	Faith Alone
	People:	Glory to God alone.
[bookmark: _Hlk71232737]	All:	Let us worship God.

	Hymn:  In Christ Alone   			page 25, gold worship supplement

 	Prayer of Confession:  (unison)   (Prayer written by Father David Hankus and Pastor Wendy Boden
                                                                       on the 500th anniversary of the Reformation.)
[bookmark: _Hlk166678311]Heavenly Father, your Son Jesus prayed that those who believe in Him may be one as you and your Son are one. We know that in spite of progress made towards the unity you so desire, there is still work to be done. Guide us, gracious Father, along the path of love, forgiveness, compassion, and understanding. We now profess our belief in one God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, a Trinity that unites us in our shared identity. Help us profess with both our words and actions a common faith that unites us as the people you have created us to be: brothers and sisters with one Lord and Savior. May the Body of Christ be one in faith, hope, and love. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Now, hear our silent and personal prayers. Amen.   
	
[bookmark: _Hlk74215069]       	(Time of silence for personal prayer and confession)    	

  	Declaration of God’s Grace/The Good News of Jesus Christ   	    (Isaiah 43:1, 19)
	Leader:	Do not fear, says the Lord,
	People:	For I have redeemed you.
	Leader:	I have called you by name; you are mine.
	People:	God is doing a new thing; now it springs forth!
	All:	By the grace of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God.

	Response 582:  	Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me  
Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,
And to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,
And to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.
World without end, without end. Amen.
World without end, without end. Amen.
World without end, without end. Amen.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.

Text Adapt. and Music ©2008 Paul M. Vasile
Reprinted/Streamed with permission under OneLicense.net #A-739517. All rights reserved.

	The Passing of the Peace                                
                                             
	Word with Children:  		Blair Baldwin 

Children worshiping in the sanctuary, please come forward.

	As the children leave:    
[bookmark: _Hlk183516381][bookmark: _Hlk204855159]		Thy Word Is a Lamp unto My Feet                                            Hymnal 458
Refrain
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet
And a light unto my path.
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet
And a light unto my path.

Verse
When I feel afraid
And I think I've lost my way,
Still you're there right beside me.
Nothing will I fear
As long as you are near.
Please be near me to the end.

Refrain
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet
And a light unto my path.
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet
And a light unto my path.

CCLI Song # 14301
Amy Grant | Michael W. Smith
© 1984 Meadowgreen Music Company (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
Curb Word Music (Admin. by WC Music Corp.)
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 21214429

	Prayer for Illumination     

[bookmark: _Hlk130293746][bookmark: _Hlk192084987]  	Scripture Lessons:   	2 Corinthians 12:9-10	 	Pew Bible, p. 186 (N.T.)
 		2 Samuel 11:1-2, 4-5; 12:1-7a	 	Pew Bible, p. 284-5 (O.T.)

  	Sermon:  	“The Promise of Grace”                                   	Rev. Wendy Boden

[bookmark: _Hlk211504120]Saying What We Believe/Affirmation of Faith  (unison)       
		from 	The Westminster Confession of Faith [6.109, edited]
God alone is Lord of the conscience, and hath left it free from the doctrines and commandments of men and women which are in anything contrary to his Word, or beside it in matters of faith or worship. So that to believe such doctrines, or to obey such commandments out of conscience, is to betray true liberty of conscience; and the requiring an implicit faith, and an absolute and blind obedience, is to destroy liberty of conscience, and reason also.

[bookmark: _Hlk103245082]	Hymn:  Shine on Us    (all)                                        page 37, gold worship supplement

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer    
		Leader:	Lord, in your mercy, 
		People:	hear our prayers.   

The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offering of Ourselves and Our Gifts
[The offering plate is at the back of the sanctuary. Please leave your gift or pledge
in the plate on your way into or out of worship.]

	Offertory:  Ancient Words       	

[bookmark: _Hlk219896321]	*Doxology 		Hymnal #606
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Public domain

	Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication  

	Hymn 275:  A Mighty Fortress Is Our God    (all) 

Charge and Benediction 
[image: ]

 	Bagpipe Postlude:  God of Grace and God of Glory  	


[bookmark: _Hlk187920225][bookmark: _Hlk98488795][bookmark: _Hlk192087701]Participants and Technical Crew  
Rev. Wendy Boden    
Liturgist: Deb Bohi
Elder at the Door: Julie Storey 
Deacon Fellowship: Barb Kocinski
Children in Worship: Blair Baldwin, Jessica Abuseini 
Musicians: Tom Anderson; Dave Johnston, bagpipes 
Worship Assistant: David Kozich   
Tech support: Chris Kozich, Blair Nelson

The flowers today are from Rita Zapel, celebrating her 35th anniversary with Scott.



Care Notes: “In everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.” -Philippians 4:6 
Even though we aren’t all together for worship, we are still collecting prayer requests! Please email or leave a message on our answering machine at 630-469-9149 if you won’t be present to fill out a prayer request slip.

Friends,   
Please make a point of sending an email, text, phone call, or filling out a blue prayer request and letting the people of Southminster know who you would like us to keep in prayer. All prayer requests are welcome. We want to be able to know who to talk to in order to follow up on all the people we pray for each week.

New requests and updates are italicized in our prayer list.

Joys and Concerns   
The flowers today are from Rita Zapel, celebrating her 35th wedding anniversary with Scott.
We give thanks to God for joys: (Romans 12:15) “Rejoice with those who rejoice...”    
  - Rita Zapel’s mother’s 96th birthday!
  - Our volunteers at Clean-Up Day on Saturday and those who volunteered at Feed My Starving Children on Oct. 3
  - Gratitude for new beginnings
We pray for the whole world and our nation: (1 Timothy 2:1-2) “I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession, and thanksgiving be made for all people…” 
  - The community of Bend, Oregon, after 3 children and a teacher were killed in a school shooting
  - All those who have been affected by natural disasters
  - Peace in the world and for our sister church in Cuba and our next trip to visit our sister church November 11-17.
Blessed are those who mourn: (Romans 12:15) “...weep with those who weep.”   
  - The family of John (“Jack”) Thorne, who passed away peacefully on October 14. There will be a service at Southminster on Saturday, November 7, at 11:00 a.m., with visitation beginning at 10:00 a.m.
  - The family and friends of Sandy Patterson, who died on October 17.
  - Tommy Offer, a Wheaton student who was struck and killed by a train coming home from mass on October 11.
  - The Kempfe family and daughter Sabine, whose husband, Jeff, died very suddenly
  - Prayers for Kate C. (friend of Heidi Shierry and Barb Doppelt) and her family on the unexpected death of her father on October 5.
  - All those we name in our hearts and hold dear.
We lift up those affected by cancer, along with their support systems: 
  - Lori Slattery, who was just diagnosed with ovarian cancer
  - Pope Leo, being treated for lung cancer
  - Barb Doppelt’s friend, Ginny O. is now home in hospice care.
  - Heidi Shierry’s uncle, Gary Hall, diagnosed with stage 2 colon cancer, now awaiting determination of a treatment plan
  - We continue to pray for Dean, Colin B., Tracy B., Colin, J., Miles, Amie C., Rick C., Margaret F., Tammy H., Karen L., Joanne O., Cis R., Heidi S., Marta S., Meagan S., Paul S., Kurt Parent, who is now in palliative care, former President Joe Biden, and those we name in our hearts. 
We pray for all who are recovering from or dealing with mental, physical, or other health challenges:  
  - Heather Kralicek asks prayers for Callan John Ciszewski, born 3-1/2 weeks early and in the NICU with breathing problems.
  - Kathy Davidson asks continued prayers for Ray Briggs, who has been moved to a nursing home as he continues to recover from a brain injury.
  - Heidi Shierry asks prayers for friends: Kiesha and Philip having financial difficulties and another friend going through acrimonious divorce.
  - Elizabeth Ellis, Donna Marton’s sister-in-law from PA, who fell in Donna’s front yard and sustained a compound fracture of her wrist.
  - Bill Kralicek’s childhood friend, Brad Woods, in hospice care with severe heart failure
  - Bill Kralicek, Heather’s husband, is recovering from surgery for a detached retina and is anticipating a procedure in November for his other eye
  - For reconciliation among family members who are estranged from one another and all those going through divorce
  - All who live with chronic, debilitating pain, anxiety, and depression
  - For all those who are missing family
  - Ernesto and his family
  - For all those having surgery and tests
  - For all who are dealing with Parkinson’s disease
  - All those seeking meaningful employment
  - Jim Smith, Betty Eichin, and all those in care or rehab centers, or those in isolating situations.


This week at Southminster:  
Sunday, October 25 – Reformation Sunday
  Choir rehearsal, 8:30 a.m., Sanctuary
  Worship at 9:30 a.m. in person and also live on Facebook. 
  Fellowship in the Narthex following worship
  Staff meeting, 11:00 a.m., Kids’ Corner
  Adult Ed. Bible Study, 11:15 a.m., McHenry Parlor/Library 
  Congolese Church, 1:00-3:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall
  Trunk or Treat, 4:00-6:00 p.m., Parking Lot (Fellowship Hall if it rains)
  Pet Parade at 5:30
Monday, October 26 – Pastor’s Sabbath
Tuesday, October 27
  Staff calendar meeting, 12:30 p.m., McHenry Parlor/Library
  A.A., 7:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall   
Wednesday, October 28
  Glen Ellyn Interfaith Prayer Breakfast, 7:00 a.m., the Abbington
  eNotes go out, but it is also the deadline for the November Dialog
  Endowment, 7:30 p.m., McHenry Parlor/Library
Thursday, October 29
  Young Adults Video Club, 8:30 p.m., online
Friday, October 30
  A.A., 6:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall   
Saturday, October 31
  Congolese Church music practice, 1:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
  Daylight Saving Time ends in the wee hours of Sunday morning - 
     Remember to set your clocks back one hour before you fall asleep!
Next Sunday, November 1 – All Saints Day
Order Jubilee Bucks by contacting Bobbi Frey (bobbifrey@aol.com) by 9:00 p.m. 
  Choir rehearsal, 8:30 a.m., Sanctuary
  Worship at 9:30 a.m. in person and also live on Facebook. 
  Fellowship, in the Narthex following worship (We will save the November 
     birthday cake for November 8.)
  Staff meeting, 11:00 a.m., Kids’ Corner
  Adult Ed. Bible Study, 11:15 a.m., McHenry Parlor/Library 
  Congolese Church, 1:00-3:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall

If you are online, we’re glad to have you! Using the comments section on Facebook, you can say hello, ask for words of peace, or request prayers.

If you are present for worship, please wear a name tag; they are on the Mission shelf in the Narthex and on the shelf across from the church offices. Following the service, you are invited by the deacons to gather for a time of fellowship in the narthex.

Our “Comfort Zone” – It is always contagion season, so we continue to have a “comfort zone” toward the back of the sanctuary. You may wear a mask, of course, if you so choose.

Sunday Morning Adult Ed. Bible Study meets at 11:15 a.m. in McHenry Parlor/Library.

You are invited to join us on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/SouthminsterGlenEllyn/), where most weeks we have a live sharing of “Heart to Heart” with Pastor Wendy Boden Tuesdays through Fridays at approximately 5:30 p.m.

We continue to be live on Sunday morning for worship at 9:30 a.m. (slideshow beginning at 9:15) on YouTube at
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPgWICngOvkmR1OXgCG_wiA/live
or on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/SouthminsterGlenEllyn/
If you are watching from home on Facebook, please check in and say hello so we can see that you have joined us. This is one way to make worship less “remote” and strengthen community at Southminster.
The live video will appear about 15 minutes before the scheduled start time. 
If for any reason the feed falters, rest assured that a recording will be posted to Facebook and You Tube as soon as possible.
 
You can also find links to recordings of the weekday sessions, special services, and Sunday worship posted on our web site: https://www.southminsterpc.org/ or by going to our YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPgWICngOvkmR1OXgCG_wiA/videos


Photo Stories/PowerPoints help us feel connected!
Photo Stories/PowerPoints help us prepare for worship, connect with one another, and make sure that our at-home people get both sound and sight. Here are the next opportunities for you to share your photos:
   November 15: “Southminster Grounds Year Round” Dig out your photos of 
       Southminster in various seasons… or take some now. Then send in your photos by 
       Thursday, November 12.
   November 22: “Fall Colors” Some trees are half bare already; others fall colors are still 
       to come. Take some photos as those colors intensify and send them by Thursday, 
       November 19.

Send photos to PhotoStory@Southminsterpc.org. (If you only have hard copies of your photos, please leave them in the photo box on Pastor Wendy’s desk, labeled with your name and the date they are to be used.)



Pastor’s Leave
Our Pastor, Wendy Boden, has been experiencing fatigue and deep grief for the past several months. As you recall, her mother died at Easter 2025, and her stepfather in January 2026. After prayer, reflection, and consultation with the Chicago Presbytery Committee on Ministry liaison, her spiritual director, spiritual discernment group, and Personnel Ministry, she requested time to renew and recharge. The session voted Tuesday to grant her a month-long personal leave at full salary from December 28, 2026, to January 26, 2027 and one additional week of leave in the spring for her and her husband, Blair Nelson, our Minister of Youth and Adult Discipleship.

Wendy will be available for funerals, but other pastoral concerns will be handled by Rev. Ron Beauchamp of Hope Presbyterian Church, Wheaton (630-945-7259).


Notes from Blair Nelson:    
Adult Education:  We are taking a break from 1 Corinthians to return to our study of Proverbs. So, join us for a look at the wisdom of Ancient Israel today at 11:15 a.m. in the Parlor.  
 
Men of Southminster: We are working on our Mardi Gras event, so please see and respond to Blair N’s email about musical groups. Also, we meet next on Saturday, Nov. 7, at 9:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. Note that that is also the day of Jack Thorne’s funeral. 
 
Cribbage Night: The Men of Southminster invite you to join us for another night of Cribbage on Wednesday, Nov. 11, at 7: 00 p.m. No experience needed, only a desire for good fellowship and entertaining competition. See you there!
 
Youth: Sleep Out Saturday is just two and a half weeks away, so save up that cardboard and dig out your sleeping bag. Be sure to pass on the link to your donation page to everyone you have ever met and ask them to support Bridge Communities by sponsoring you. Remember, we will meet at church around 4:00 p.m. on Nov. 7th to build our shelters while the sun is still up, then head over to the rally at COD, where we will be entertained and fed. Dress in layers, that is the best way to beat the cold.  
 
Sleep Out Saturday is a fundraiser for Bridge Communities transitional housing program. That program effectively helps homeless families get off the streets but also equips them to stay off the streets by supplying housing, education, mentoring, child care, and a host of other services. Groups all over DuPage County support Bridge Communities by sleeping outside the first Saturday night in November (Nov. 7 this year). Those that don’t do the sleeping can help by sponsoring a sleeper or a group with a donation to Bridge. Southminster’s youth group will be “sleeping” this year as we have done for many years. You can support them by donating online at https://www.bridgecommunities.org/sleep-out-saturday/group155. You can also join us for that evening, attend a rally at COD with us (and get a free meal there) without spending the night in the fresh air.

URGENT:  Our child protection policy mandates that we have to have AN ADULT FEMALE at the Sleep Out Saturday event, so we need a woman to be that sleeper. We don’t have one at this point. Women, contact Blair N if you are interested – talk to him today, email blair@southminsterpc.org, or text 630-. Again, contact Blair N if you are interested. 


From the Children and Family Discipleship Ministry
Trunk or Treat and Pet Parade – today, 4:00-6:00 p.m.!
We will be hosting our annual Trunk or Treat & Pet Parade this afternoon from 4:00-6:00 p.m. in the church parking lot (if the weather is inclement, we will be in Fellowship Hall). The Pet Parade will be at 5:30 p.m.

You can still sign up to host a car – you can host a game or hand out treats or both. Sign up in the narthex. Please invite your children, grandchildren, neighbors, and friends. Everybody is invited to join the fun of the Decorated Car Show and Pet Parade.


From the Worship and Music Ministry: 
We have started our new choir rehearsal schedule – we now rehearse at 8:30 on Sunday mornings and sing on communion Sundays and special occasions; no more Thursday evening rehearsals! Join us early on Sunday mornings and “make a joyful noise to the Lord!”

In addition, we have posted a schedule on the choir room door where you can sign up to provide vocal or instrumental offerings for other Sundays. Solos, duets, family groups… we welcome all musicians, so please sign up!

Next Sunday, All Saints Sunday: Remembering those we have lost this past year
Part of being a church family is stepping up and sharing love in moments of loss and grief. One of those moments can be the final time we say goodbye, a memorial service or a funeral. 
 
We also use All Saints Sunday, November 1, as a way to acknowledge our grief by giving it to God as we renew our hope in God through Jesus Christ. Death does not have the last word! On this Sunday we draw close to God and to one another. We remember the hope that we are called to as Christ’s people. Next Sunday during the Prayers of the People, we will hold up to God in prayer the names of those who have gone before us in faith during the past year. We will conclude our worship that day by gathering in our Memorial Garden and blessing the new memorial bricks that have been placed there during the past year. 


From the Mission Ministry 
Items for Our Sister Church in Cuba: From November 12-17, 2026, Pastor Wendy Boden will travel to Cuba with a member of Southminster, to serve as a mission team on behalf of Southminster. Our mission team will visit the members of our sister church in Guanabacoa (an urban community in the Havana province of Cuba). They will be delivering a number of items for our sister church, as well as for the Christian preschool operated by that church. Your donations would be a blessing, as so many supplies are either very expensive or unavailable in Cuba.

Please bring your donations to the Narthex, starting November 1. To give us time to fill in items not received and to pack, the deadline for submitting donations is 11 a.m. on Sunday, November 8. Feel free to contact Chris Kozich about the items on the craft/classroom/sewing list, or Sarah Allen about medications and oral care items. (Any excess items will either be given to Southminster’s Sunday School, or donated to the Peoples Resource Center.) 

You may also buy Jubilee Bucks gift cards to help fund the purchase of over the counter medications in large quantities. Bobbi Frey will have a special order form prepared for those orders.

Craft and Classroom Items:
Glue sticks
Glue (school glue)
Modeling clay (colored, the kind that does not dry out or get baked)
Transparent tape (like Scotch tape)
Stickers (rolls of stickers are best - either with no words at all, or with Spanish words)
Balloons (latex, the long skinny type used for making balloon animals)

Sewing Items
Thread
Sewing machine needles

Over-the-Counter (OTC) medications
Buy large bottles, if possible (meds will be doled out in small bags) Save money by buying generic.
Best prices: Target, Walmart, Amazon
Ibuprofen (eg. Advil, Motrin) 200 mg tablets (containers of 200 pills or more)
Naproxen Sodium (eg. Aleve) 220 mg tablets (containers of 300 pills or more)
Antifungal creams (eg. Clotrimazol) 2 oz. or 60 gm tube
Triple antibiotic ointment 1 oz. or 28 gm tube
Hydrocortisone cream 1 oz. 28 gm tube or 2 oz. 60 gm tube
Medicines for stomach (eg Omeprazol, Famotidine ) 20 mg. tablets
Benadryl - Adult 25mg tablets 100 count (Generic Equate ok)
Toothbrushes and toothpaste
Children’s Complete CHEWABLE Vitamins (not gummies)
Children’s Tylenol CHEWABLE 160 mg tablets (Generic EQUATE 160 mg tablets)
Children’s Benadryl CHEWABLE 12.5mg tablets (Generic ok)
Antibacterial EQUATE Fabric Band-Aid- various sizes


From the Stewardship Ministry: What Is Stewardship?
Stewardship is our grateful response to God’s generosity. Everything we have, our time, our abilities, our resources is a gift entrusted to us. Stewardship is how we use those gifts to support God’s work in the world and strengthen the ministry we share at Southminster.

It’s about faith. Stewardship invites us to reflect on how God is moving in our lives and how we can participate in that movement. When we give, serve, and engage, we help create a church that is welcoming, compassionate, and ready to meet the needs of our community.

Your commitment makes ministry possible. Every pledge supports worship, mission, youth programs, pastoral care, outreach, and the daily work that keeps our church vibrant. When we each offer what we can, Southminster becomes a place where generosity grows and lives are changed.

Stewardship is a practice, not a moment. It’s something we live throughout the year as we pray, serve, give, and show up for one another. Together, we build a church rooted in gratitude and shaped by hope.

Thank you for being part of this ministry. Your faithfulness strengthens our shared mission and helps Southminster continue to shine as a community of grace.

Stewardship Moderator,
Jay Lerch


Offering envelopes: If you received a box of offering envelopes last year and do NOT want one for 2027, please let Rita Zapel know (rboserup@sbcglobal.net) so we can order fewer boxes and save money.




From the Property Ministry: 
Online Sign-Up for Valet Parking
[image: ]In order to make it easier to sign up for valet parking for Sunday services we now have online sign-up. This will allow you to access the sign-up list from anywhere that you have a phone or computer and an internet connection.
The link to the sign-up sheet is https://volunteersignup.org/Q7W9J

Or use the QR code here (also posted at church on the bulletin board opposite the office)

If you have any questions about signing up or run into a problem when trying to sign up, contact Steve Kozich.


Presbyterian Readers is going to an every-other-month schedule and so will not meet in October. Their next Zoom discussion will be Tuesday, November 17 (switching nights so Session can meet on Wednesday the 18th).

If you want to read ahead, November's book will be Good Night, Irene by Luis Alberto Urrea, a novel about the Red Cross women volunteers who were nicknamed Donut Dollies; they served at the front lines during World War II delivering coffee and donuts, camaraderie, and a taste of home to Allied soldiers. The author was inspired by his own mother’s Red Cross service during the war.


A community invitation to all!
The Glen Ellyn Interfaith Prayer Breakfast
This Wednesday, October 28, at 7:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. is the annual Glen Ellyn Interfaith Prayer Breakfast at the Abbington. Our speaker will be Dr. Muddassir Siddiqi, President of COD. His Keynote is “Freedom to Learn, Courage to Understand”.

Again this year, Pastor Wendy Boden is reserving two tables for the friends and members of Southminster. You are invited to be her guest, or you may donate $30.00. There is only 1 seats left at the tables she reserved, so if you are interested in joining the Southminster group at the event, please tell her immediately.   


Jubilee Bucks: Order next Sunday, November 1!   
Our next order date for Jubilee Bucks gift cards is next Sunday, November 1. Remember that gift cards are not just for giving away! You can also order for purchases you regularly make for yourself (i.e. for groceries, gas, dining out, and more). Even if you won’t be here on the order date, you can give Bobbi Frey your order at any time—she will just hold it until she places the order. Contact her at bobbifrey@aol.com or by call or text to 630-643-3858 before 9:00 p.m. next Sunday. You will also be able to purchase cards to support the collection of items our mission team will take to Cuba – the special order forms for those donations are printed on gold paper and are available on the nametag shelf in the main hallway.


People’s Resource Center: 
Since 1975, People's Resource Center (PRC) has been bringing neighbors together to respond to hunger and poverty in DuPage County. We at Southminster have supported PRC for decades by donating non-perishable food items and personal care products. But did you know these things about the PRC?
 - more than 600 families receive food each week
 - last year over 4 million pounds of groceries were shared
 - over 22,579 neighbors get food
 - so far this year, 2,285,933 pounds of food were rescued from local grocery stores
 - the Food Market is the most utilized resource. Other services include Job Assistance, Computer Access and Training, Adult Learning and Literacy, Art Classes, Clothing Closet


Caring for you!    
Our Congregational Care Committee is ready to assist in time of need. If you need assistance from the Congregational Care Ministry or Helping Hands through November 10, call Elder Angela Smith (630-235-1376). You may call Pastor Wendy Boden on her cell or home phone (if she has shared the numbers with you) or leave a message for her at the church office: 630-469-9149. You may email Wendy at wendy@southminsterpc.org. (Please note that she can only read email when she is in the office.) You may also call your deacon if you need help from the church.

Who is your deacon? The lists are posted in the narthex – you can check there to see who your current deacon is. Or you can contact the church (630-469-9149 or admin@southminsterpc.org) and ask.  


Regular Office Schedule: 
The church office is closed on Mondays and Wednesdays.
Barb’s regular schedule is to be in the office Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays from approximately 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. while her son attends his day program on those days. Mondays and Wednesdays she works from home but can always answer church email – admin@southminsterpc.org – from there.

Grace and peace to you! Remember that we love God, neighbor, and one another. Our address is 680 South Park Blvd., Glen Ellyn, IL 60137 if you would like to set up an online account with your bank or mail in your pledge. Online giving through Vanco is also now an option –for details contact Ron Birchall.


Bearing Fruit – October 25, 2026
Reformation Sunday

Our prayer of confession today comes from Father David Hankus of St. James the Apostle Catholic Church and our Pastor Wendy Boden, who wrote it for a local prayer meeting honoring the 500th anniversary of the Reformation in 2017.  Reformed churches, including the Presbyterian Church, commemorate the Reformation on the last Sunday in October. 

Our faith tradition, the Presbyterian Church (USA), has a Book of Confessions. Together, our 12 confessions help us answer the question “What does God call us to do and be in the world?” Our 12 confessions were written by many people in varied contexts. Each confession is a response to the historical and political stresses of its time. The core of these 12 confessions is:
· Conviction that Jesus Christ is the one truly human and truly divine Mediator, Lord, and Savior.
· Doctrine of the Trinity
· The Authority of Scripture
· The work of the Holy Spirit in the interpretation of the Scripture.
· The right preaching of Scripture and the right administration of the Sacraments
· God’s sovereign claim on not only our personal lives, but our lives together.
· We live our lives faithful to our Lord Jesus Christ, guided by Scripture, and seek to live as a church family faithful to God’s sovereign call on our lives as a church family. 

As Protestant and Reformed Christians, we live by Christ Alone, Grace Alone, Faith Alone, and Scripture Alone. Scripture under the Lordship of Jesus Christ is our authority. The confessions are guides. 

 The most recent addition to the PCUSA constitution is the Confession of Belhar from South Africa. This confession calls us to ask the important gospel question, “Who is my neighbor?” For those of us who call Southminster Presbyterian home, that question is foundational as we seek to love God with all our heart, mind, soul, and strength, and to love our neighbor as ourselves. We live to bless others, invite others to belong and believe. 

The PCUSA, our denomination in the Christian Tradition, has 11 official banners for our confessions. Each banner represents a particular time in history and place to show how God’s people have tried to faithfully live as followers of Jesus Christ. At this time there is no official banner representing Belhar, but we at Southminster created one under the guidance of Betsy and Floyd Rogers, who split their time between Cape Town South Africa and Glen Ellyn IL.  

Please take a look at our banners today and find inspiration to bear the fruit of God’s love.
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Now go and serve the Lord, For we are blessed to be__ a bless - ing!

Al-le - lu - ia!
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